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PREFACE. 

THOUGH the Charader of Mr. 
Sbenfione is too well known; and his 
reputation as a Writer too firmly eftablifbed, 
to require any further commendation, yet 
it may perhaps be expected that fome apo- 
logy (hould be made for this additional 
volume of his Works, containing Familiar 
Letters to fome of his mofl intimate Friends^ 

'To thofe who may think fuch an apo- 
logy requifite, it might be fufficient to fay^ 
that thC' reception which the former 
volumes have met with, affords the 
ftrongeft reafon to believe that an addition 
to them would be very acceptable to the 
Publics and that the author's talent in 

etifiolary writing appears not to have been 

a 2 inferior 
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inferior to that which diftnjgui(hcs hh 
other compofitioofi. 

V 

But it may be objefted, that, what* 
ever their merit may be. Letters j net in* 
tended for ,the Public, ought not to be 
publifhed, and that 2Ml a<5t of this kind is 
^ viplation of private friendfliip. 

' This objedion, it muft be confefledi 
carries with it fuch an air of delicacy, that 
the perfons here concerned are very willing 

to give it all due attention. At the fame 
time they cannot but obferve, that it vviU 
not *hold in all cafes, and therefore muft 
Vinavoidably be fubjed to fomc limi* 
tations — that thefe limitations muft vary, 
9s the circumftances of cafes happen tp 
vary — and that not to make proper allow- 
' $inces for fuch circumftances is highly uq« 
rcfifonable-^injurious to many who have 
(Jcfprved well of the Public by this very 
condudi and detrimental to the interei|;s 

of 
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of Literature. It might perhaps be diffi-* 
culti and is by no means neceffdry, to enu- 
merate thefe feveral limitations* It will 
be fufficient in this place to fay» that 
vrhere neither the reputation of the Writer, 
nor that of any other perfon, is injured^ 
'there the force of the objedlion evidently 
ceafes. And it is not only believed, on the 
mofl: mature deliberation, that this is 
the cafe in the prefent indance ; but more*' 
over that there are poiitive good reafons 
in its favour, refpeding as well the Writer's 
chara£);er in this /pedes of compofition ^ $8 
. the fatisfaftion and entertainment of the 
Reader* 

The encouragement which has been ^ 
ufually given to Works of this nature 
might feem to make thefe obferVation§ 
unneccffary^! But it was not thought fuf- 
ficient barely to (heltcr this publication 
under the fanftion of fuch an authority j 
as* it is well known that the wan ton nefs of 
' curiofity has fometimes encouraged deffgns 

a ^ by 
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by no means jtiftifiable : Ind it is as readily 
acknowledged that the following Letters 
are deficient in many particulars re^juifite 
to excite that curiofity, being hcitber 
written on popular fubjeds, nor addrefled 
to perfons of rank and eminence in the 
world. They will not fail however tb 
afford an agreeable entertainment to fuch 
as can relifh an animated difplay of the 
various efforts of a fine imagination for a 
length of years, whether amufing itfclf 
with rural embelli(hments, or occupied in 
other pleafures of learned fetirementi and 
a warm difinterefted friendfhip. Such are 
the fubjefts of the following Letters ! and 
if any perfon fhould ftill retain a doubt 
conccirning the propriety of perpetuating 
theni in this manner, be fhall be finally 
referred to -the writer's own authority, who, 
in a letter dated October 23, 17 Sh ^^^^ 
exprefles bitififelf : 

** I con- 
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«* I Ctfnfefs to you that I am.confidciahiy 
** mortified by Mr. W— *s condudt in re- 
^ gard to tbofe Letters (meaniirg his own 
*< letters to that gentleman's brother) i and^ 
<« rather than they ihould have been ib 
" unneceiTarily deftroyed, would have given 
*« mpre money than it is allowable for me 
•* to mention with decency* I look upon 
*• my Letters as ibmc of my cbef-d^csuvres i 
<< and could I be fuppofed to have the 
9* AnaUeft pretentions to propriety of flyle 
<< or ientiment, I fbould in:)agine it muil 
^* appear principally in my Letters to hi9 
*^ brother^ and one or two more friends. I 
^' coniider them as the records of a friend-* 
*' {faip that will be always dear to me, ^nd 
<^ as the btflory of xny mind for thefo 
•• twenty years paft/' 



When it is confidered how fcldom fo 
valuable a collection of real correfpondence 
is to be met with, and how difficult it is 
to fupply the want of it by a fiditious one, 
it cannot be doubted that the Public will 

a 4 be 
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be pleafed tq fee the lofs here complained 
of fo well repaired, and to be furniflied 
with fuch genuine examples of the Author's 
fiyle and fentimentSi together with an 
authentic hiftory of his mind, for fo long a 
ipaceoftime. 

To conclude : The talents of this Au- 
thor, on whatever fubjeft' they were cxcr-* 
cifed, were fo uncommon, and the fame of 
his little Ferme ornee^ under the condu A of 
a tafle entirely original, was become fb 
confiderable, that every ipecimen of the 
Qne, and every anecdote relative to the 
improvement of the other, feemed too 
Interefling to be buried in oblivion : at 
leaft, they were thought fo by thofe to 
whom the greater part oi this Colleftion is 
aiddrciied : — perfons indeed confcfledly par- 
tial to the Writer's talents, and intercfted 
In his cpmrnendations > but at the fame 
time perfons neither fo regardlefs of their 
Frieild% reputation;, nor their own, as to 

have 
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liave hazarded either, without the ftrongeft 
perfaafion that their partiality had not 
impofed upon their judgement ; and that 
it was no indecent oflentation in theoii by 
this public ad, to teflify, that thef 

efteemed it not only a peculiar felicity in 
their fortunes, but likewife fome degree of 
credit, to have enjoyed the pleafures of fuch 
a friendfliip throughbut fo coniiderable a 
period of human life* 
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t» To Mr* Ja^i with a Soiiig, and the Au^or's 
Sentiments on MuHcal Compofiuop. 

Bear Sir, 1739. 

AS my head is confiderably EDorc confufed 
than ufual, by reafon of a bad cold, I 
ihall aim no higher in this letter than at bare . 
recitative^ relerving all my airs for a feafon 
when my mind is more in tune. Such, I h^pe, 
will be the time which you fet apart to attend 
the chief mujician^ at Birmingham • I thoroughly 
dcfign to lend an ear to his performance, on 
condition he will not refufe one to a propofal I 
intQid to make^ of having, one day or other, a 

B merry 
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merry ftrain at the Lcafows. But if you hare 
any penchant to fee the face of yoyir humble 
fervant at Birmingham, your moft effeftual way 
will be to inform him when thefe folemn nup- 
tials betwixt Tweedle-dum and Tweedle-dee are 
to be confummated. I will, certes, not be ab- 
fent at the throwing of the flocking, atiy more 
than Parfoli Evans in Shakefpeare would be 
** abfence at the grace/* I have fent a fong» 
not that I am fure I have not fent it before ; 
but that, if you can fee any joke that it con- 
taineth, the fore-mentioned gentleman may be 
alked to tranflate it into mufic. When I ufc 
^Jiis expreffion, you will, peradventure, look 
lipon it as nvy opinion, that in mufical cpmpo^ 
fitions, found ought as much to anfwer fenfe as 
one language does another, infomuch, that fuch 
and fuch thoughts ought to bring into our ^eads 
fuch and fuch founds, and vice verfa. But in cafe 
there is no fenfe, and no thought, the more 
languages a fentence is tranflated into, the more 
'tis expofed. And in cafe it be the misfortune 
of my little piece to have neither, I beg 
that Mr. Marriett may not inform any body 
what it (ignifies in mudc As a farther proof of 
the confufcd ftate of my intellcfts, you fee, 
almoil at the end of my letter^ my thanks for 
the packet, &c. which ought to have been 
placed in the very front of it, in order to ex- 

prefs. 
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prefs, in fome degree* thi ferife I have of your 
favours. I long to fee you ; and ami dear Sir^ 

Your inoft obedieric 

and faithful fervant. 



W. SafiNSTONSf 



SONG- 

" When bright Ophelia treads the grcei? 
^^ In all the pride of drefs and mien ; 
' " Avcrfe to freedom, mirth, and play^ 
'' The lofty rival of the day i 
** Methinks to my enchanted eye, 
** The lilies drpop, the rofes die. 

** But when, difdainmg art, tha fair 
** Affumes a foft, engaging air : 
** Mild as the opening morn of May, 
: *' Aad as the featherM warblers gay : 
. ** 'The fcene improves where'er flie goes^ 
** More fwcctly fmile tjie pink and rofe-^ 

** O lovely maid ! propitious hear, 
^' Nor think thy Damon infinceret 
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^ " Pity my wild delufivc flame : 
<' For tho* the flowVs are ftill the fiime> 
" To me they languiQi, or improve, 
" And plainly t^ll toe that I love.** 
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iH. To the fame, in the Manner of Pamela- 
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ELL! and fo I fate me doWn in my 

room, and was reaSitig -Pamtla 

one might fumifh this book With feveral pretty 
decorations, thought I to tnffeliF; ahd then I 
began to defign ci^ts for it, in psirticukt* plates* 
For inftance, one, where Paaek is ^for^ed 'to 
fall upon her knees in the aibor: a feccMd, 
where ihe is in bed, and Mrs. Jewkes holds one 
hand, and Mr. B. the oth;^ : a ^diird. Where 
Pamela fits fewing in the fumnMir-houfei &:c. Sa 
I juft fketcbed them out» and fent ioty little 
hints, fuch as they wei^, to Mr. R - ■■ . ^n .- As 
foon as I had fealed my leiteff, m o^me& Mt*s» 
Arnold »—" Well, Mrs. Arnold, ftys I, this 
*' Mr. Jago never comes — what can one do I Pm 

• HIi hake^tepitp of whcnn vecy idpcasfiil aiMitm h. 
jnade in the coutft W^ ttb^toM^Midtnk. 
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^ as dull as as a beetle for want of company.^ 

^* Sir, iays fhe, the hen" — ** What makes you 

•* out of breathy fays I, Mrs. Arnold, what's 

« the anatter ?** ^ Why, Sir, fays (he, the hen 

^^ thjit \ fet laft-fabbaih-day-was-tbree-weeks 

^^ has )uft hatched, and has brought all her eggs 

^^ to good/* ** That's brave indeed, fays I.*' 

*^ Af, that k is, fays (he, fo be and't pleafe 

*^ Q— d an how that they liven, there'll be a 

*' glorious parcel of '^m. Shall I bring 'cm 

♦* up for yo^ tQ fee ?" fays fhe. *' No, thank ye, 

^ Mrs. Arnold, fays I ; but aren't ye in fome ap- 

^ prehebfioas from the kite, Mrs. Arnold ?"— • 

^* No, Sir, iaysfhe, I hope there's no danger ; I 

>V takes pretty good care of 'em." ** I don't quef- 

tion your care, fays I; for you're feldom without 

a duck or a chicken about you." — " Poor 

^* pretty creters^ fays ftie; look here, Maffer, 

'' this has gotten a .fpeck of black upon her 

*i taiK"~« Ay, I thought you wern't withotrt 

one about you, fays I — I don't think, fays I, 

Mrs. Arnold, but your foul was defigri'd for 

^* a hen, orighijilly." " Why, and if I had 

been a hen, fays ftie, I believe I Should have 

doipe as much for my chickens as yonder great 

^ bjack^^nd- white hen does, tho' I fay't that 

" ftou'd not fay't, fays flie." Aye, that you 

WOBld, fhougl^t I. " Well, but now when Mi% 

B 3 " Jago 
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'* Jago coitics, have you got e'er a chicken that*^ 
^' fit to kill?'' ^'No, fays (he, I doubt there 
" is ne'er-a-one/' ^* Well, fays I, Mrs, Arnold, 
you and your chicken may go down; I am 
going to write a letter.'^ So I fat down, ancf 
IB^rptc !thu$ far: fcrattlc, fcrattle, goes the 
pen rr^ why how now ? fays I — r what's the 
matter with the pen? Sp I thought I would 
make an end of my letter, becaufe my pen 
went fcrattle, fcrattle^ Well, I warrant I (hall 
have little pleafure when Mr. Jago comes ; for 
I never fixed my heart much upon any thing in 
my life, but fome misfortune happened to ba- 
lance my pleafure. — After all, thought I, it 
muft be fome very ill accident that outweigh^ 
the pleafure I ihall take icf feeit)g him; 



l^rcafows, July 22. 
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' III. To a Friend, too ceremonioufly declining 
to purcbafe a Hprfe for him. 

Sir, 1739. 

J CANNOT avoid imagining the firft part of 
your letter was mere raillery. I am fure it 
gave m9 a goqd dl^al Qf pleafure (for I can bear 



I- E T T E R S. 7 

Tcry veil to hear my foibles cxpofed, though 
not my fauhs)^ and oq that account muft needs 
make grateful mention of it. I acknowledge 
the goodnefs of the letter which occafioned it, 
and could not cxpeft that fuch an ill- formed 
application could have produced an anfwer fo 
Tery oratorical. In the firft place, you lay 
open the fubjeft, or indeed, what you call the 
offices m which I am pleafed to employ you. 
In the next, you alledge your own inability to 
enter upon matters of fuch great concernment. 
That this is rhetorical, nay, pure rhetoric, I ga- 
ther from the exordiums of all the declama- 
tions that I ever heard in my life, 'Tis, more- 
orer, not uncommon with declaimers to give 
fome reafons why they Ihould not abfolutely 
decline the fubjeft, though they arc fenfible of 
their infufficiency (otherwife they might be ex- 
peAed to fit down, and hold their tongues). 

Aud this is what you have done, by faying that 
you are unwilling to dijQTent from the world in 
regard to the fubjefts you are engaged in. 
That you, therefore, cjiofe to fteer a middle 
fcpurfe, by that means avoiding the imputation 
of prefumption on the one hand, and indifFpr- 
cnce on the other. When this is done, you 
enter gravely upon the fubjeft, and, to give k a 
,j;fe|iter perfpicu^ty, divide it ipto two parts. 

B 4 . The 
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The firft part happens to be " concerning the 
^' purchafe of an horfc.'* On this occafion, you 
inform me, that I am in a good country foe 
horfes; andj fecondly, th^t I h^ve a numbes 
of acquaintance round about mej who are very 
vreli (killed in the nature of them. Now each 
of th^e informations feems» at fifil fights ta 
mean no more than that I have better oppor- 
tunities qf ki^owing than the perfon who in* 
fprms me, and, on this account, to err ip poitil 
©f fuperfiuity. But, upon fecond thoughts, they 
have this force (to fpeak like a grammarian) j 
namely, that I am entirely negligent of my own 
affairs ; and, fecondly, that I care not whom I 
jgive trouble to, if I can but avoid it ^yfelf j 
fo that the fentences have really a beauty^ 
when one fearches beneath their fuperficies. 
After you have faid this and more, which in- 
dudes all that (:an be faid upon the fubje^i 
you defcend to the fecond diviiiQn, in relat^oQ 
to which I am too grateful to be otherwife than 
J^ripus }p niy acknowledgmentSt 

t HAD not e:^patiated thus far but to (heW| 
that I am not infenfible of a fneer ; nor fhould 
T expatiate aDy farthet but to prov6> that I aoi 
tcjually fciifiblc of a^ fayour. 
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1 DESIRE you would believe, thatl abfolutely; 
^ffent to your critique. Tliat fome of your 
fcntiments were my own before 'I communicated 
the verfes ; and others, as foon as you had fa-. 
Toured me trtth the difcovery of thera. That 
I would, per prafentesy return my thanks for 
them; which you might juftly have claimed,' 
whether I had approved them or not. One 
exception to this approbation my nnxiefty bids 
ttie mention, on account of your too great par- 
tiality in my favour. My gratitude you are en- 
titled to without exception or limitation. 

It will, perhaps, gratify your curiofity to 
know, that Mr. G. has a copy of verfes in the 
Jaft magazine, entitled, ** The litdc Cur/' There 
are feveral ftrokes that are pidurefijue and hu* 
mourous ; I believe it was done in hafte. Tlic 
motto is exquifite, and much more properly ap« 
}ied by Mr. 6. than the Emperor Adrian, in 
py opinion, notwithflanding all that Pope fays. 

Tell n»c your judgement ^f Mr.L- n's in 

the fame paper. The epigram " To one who 
** refufed tc> wsilk in the Park, &c.'' is a good 
ppe. 
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. .1 j^AVE waved fending the vctfes to Mr. So* 
incrYillc at prefcnt, becaufe I hope to fee yo,i; 
(bpn either at the Leafows or at Birminghanu 
I can't tell whether I fliall have time to inclofo 
in this letter my ballad. If I do^ confider it 
only as fome words that I chufe to make ufe of 
to ibme qotesi of which I am more th^n . ordi« 
iparily fond^. 1% is as much defigned for my 
pwa finging (in private I mean) as ever was a 
bottle of cherry-brandy for an old woman's 
drinking. Nqw I think of it, I really believe 
that I every day approach nearer and nearer to 
the capacity, the way, the infignificancy, of an 
old Woralin. Mrs. Arnold has certainly, by her 
charms, her incantations, and her tonverfations 
together, contributed a good deal to this tranf- 
formation. Pray come over if you can, and try* 
to reinftate me in my right mind, in proportion 
to the foundnefs of which I Ihall be more an4 
jnore 

* Your friend and fervant, 

w. s. 

* Thp ti|n« « Come aod liften to my ditty, &c." The 
words founded apon ^ true hiflory of Queen Elizabeth, who, 
looking from acaiEle, wherein ihe was; a prifoner, and feeing 
a country milk-maid finging, expreiled great envy at' the 
girVs ^n^ition, and difladsfa£tion with regard to her own. 

IV. Tq 
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IV. To the fame, from Town. 

Dear Sir, i739« 

I RETURN you my thanks, moft heartily, 
for the poetical refentment which you have 
ihewn againft my cenfurers, ;he Riddle^mafterg. 
J have fent Mr. Somerville's verfes and yours to 
Cave ; though I am afti^ed to own I neglcfted 
jt fo -long, that, I fear, he will have no room 
for them this month. If you cz^ extirpate falfe 

jvit in a manner, you will do no fmall fervice to 
the true : ypu do no fmall honour to it, whether 

m 

you extirpate the other or not. 

You have heard of the motion ; have heard, 
probably, all that I can tell you of it. That it 
was ill-concerted ; that it has done the oppoli- 
ppn great *differvice ; that the King is now con- 
firmed in the opinion of Sir Robertas honefty ; 
that the younger Mr. Pitt's fpeech was the moft 
^dmired on the oppofite fide, and Sir R — t*s on 
the court fide ; that they did not leave the Houfe 
till five in the morning ; that Sir R — t and P — y 

are fo violent, that the Sp r is continually 

^^ing them to order ; finally, that the afiair has 
pccaiioned this print, which I addrefs to your cu- 

xiofity 
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riofity merely, though the lines upon the Biihop 
are humourous enough* —Now I mention curio- 
fity ; do you take notice of the maii]r quaint 
contrivances made ufc of to catch peoples na- 
tural inquifitlvenefs in the pamphlets, tiz. •* Are^ 
** thefe things fo?**— ^*Yes, they are, 
« What then ?'^—'* the devil of a ftory^ 
^ Hoy, boys.** — •' Up go we.** — ^And a thoufand 
iothers. — ^What do you think mud be my ex- 
pence, who love to pry into every thing of this 
kind ? Why, truly, one (hiHing. My company 
goes to George's CoflFee-houfe, where, for that 
fmall fubfcription, I read all pamphlets under a 
three-(hilling diraenfions ; and, indeed, any larger 
ones would not be fit for coflEce-houfe perufal. 
— Lord Dudley lent me two fermons, givea 
him at the Houfe of Lords, which I read laft 
tiight. In the firft, there are a great many deep 
animadverCons delivered in a ftyle that is to- 
lerable ; in the other, there is as g^eat a want 
of common Englilh as there is plenty of com- 
mon obfervations* Have you feen the fer- 
mons on the Martyrdom and on the Faft-day ? 

If you read either, fend for the firft. You'll 

find me degenerate from a gentle bard into a 
fnarling critic, if my poem does not pleafe (you'll 
fay I am np very candid one at prefent) : but 
let its fate be what it will, I fliall lay no fmaB 
t flrcft 
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tlrdfs iipbn The opinion of fome that have ap- 
proved it. As it is at prefent in keeping, it diC- 
tofers no uncommon impudence, and runs np 
Very grtat rifque ; but who can anfwer for ix, 
"Nvhen it lias the graceleffnefs to come upon the 
iovm ? — ■ Ora pro nobis,, muft foon be my mgttQu 
Its TirtUes and 'faults will there be incapable of 
addition or diminution, and the pious^ affiftance 
of ff lends mitft— "but 1 am no Homan Catholic* 
— The intrinfic merit of a book when it is 
printed, ais well as the pail: life and convecfatioa 
of a man that is departed, mufl: damn, or git(5 
it immortality— I mean, to a certain degree. il 
icribble what comes uppermoft^ and dcfire fotf 
'Vbuld do the fame. — 

YourSa 



^ 



T, To a Friend, from London, defcribiag :hii 
-Temper, and Manner .of Li vkg . that, 

oFromMr. Wintle'^, Per- 
fumer, near 'Temple- 
^ear Sir,- ^ Bar, &cl 6th Feb. I749» 

I A M now with regard to the town .'pretty 
much in the fame ftate in which I expeft to 
*bc always with regard to the world ; fometimcs 

exclaiming 
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exclaiming and railing againft it ; fometime& giy*' 
ing it a good word, andi eren admiring it. A 
fun-fliiny day, a tavem-fupper after a play #ell 
aAed, and now and then an invigorating breath, 
of air in the Mall, never fail of produtitfg a 
chearfnl cffeft. I don^t know whether I gave 
you any account of Quiri s afting FalftaflF in my 
former letter : I really imagined that I faw yoti 
tittering on one fide me, (baking your fides^ aijd 
fometimes fcarce containing yourfelf; You*l!l 
pardon the attitude in which I placed you, fince 
it was what feemed natural at that circuiiiftance 
of time. — Comus I have once been at, for the 
fake of the fongs, though I deteft it in any light : 
but as a dramatic piece the taking of it feems a 
prodigy ; yet indLttdfuch-a-oney as was pretty to- 
lerably accounted for by a gendeman who fate 
by me in the boxes. This learned fage, being 
alked how he liked the play, made anfwer. 
He could not tell — pretty well, he thought 
— or indeed as well as any other play — he 
always took it, that people only came there 
** to fee and to be fecn — for as for * wha|: 
was faid, he owned, he never uiiderftood any 
thing of the matter.** I told him, I thought 
a great many of its admirers were m his cafe, 
if they would but own it. 



On 






4i 
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On the otlier hdM, it is amazing to confider 
U) what an univerfality of learning people make 
pretenfions here. There's not a drawer, a 
chair or hackaey coach-man, but is politician^ 
poet, and judge of polite literature. Chimney- 
fweepers damn the Convention, and black-(hoe- 
boys cry up the genius of Shakefpeare. " The 
•^ Danger of writing Verfe*' is a very good 
thing ; if you have not .read it, I would recom- 
mend it to you as poetical. But now I talk of 
learning, I muft not omit an interview which I 
accidentally had the other night in company 
with Lord D— and one Mr. C — . We were 
taken to fup at a private houfe, where I found 
a perfon whom I had never feen before. The 
man behaved exceeding modeftly and well ; till, 
growing a little merry over a bottle (and being 
a little countenanced by the fubjeft we were 
upon), he pulls out of his pocket about half a 
dozen ballads, and diftributes them amongft the 
company. I (not finding at firft they were of 
his own compofition) read one over, and, finding 
it a dull piece of fluff, contented myfelf with 
obferving, that it was exceedingly well printed. 
But to fee the man's face on this occafion would 
make you pity the circumftance of an author a$ 
4ong as you live. His jollity ccafed (as a flame 
WQttld do, ibould you pour water upon it) ; and^ 

Ite- 
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I believe, for about fiye jmnutes, he fpoke tioi 
'Z, iytlable. At length, recovering himfelf, he 
began to talk about his coumry-feat| aboiii; 
Houghton-Hall, and foon after defired a health, 
imagming (as I found si^t^rwards) that Lord D«-^ 
Would hare given Sir Robert's. But he did not, 
naming Sir T— L — : mine, which followed, 
was that of Mr. L — . Now, who do you think 
this fiiould be, but honeft Ralph Freeman (aC 
Icaft the writer of the po^m fo fubfcribed), your 
father's old friend and kitimat^. Sir Robert's 
right-hand, a perfon that lives degandf, drives 
£x of the beft horfes in town, and plays on St« 
John's organ : (you know Mr. L— is not only 
Sir Robert's greateft enemy, but the Gazetteer's 
{>roper antagonift). We were invited to fee hioi 
very civilly, and indeed the man behaved with dit 
wmoft good-humour, without arrogance, or any 
attempts at wit, which, probably, would not 
Thafve been very fuccefsful. «i^ Aik your father 
what he would fay to me, if I fhould join in 
the caufe with his old friend, and take a good 
annuity under Sir Robert, which, I believe^ I 
fnight. have ; and little encouragement, God 
fcnows, haye I met with on the other fide of the 
tjueftion. 1 fay, I believe I migbt have, becaufe 
1 know a certain perfon gives penfions c^ dnree 

found a-week to porters and the moH IDiterate, 

ilupid 
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ftupid fellows ydu can imagine, to talk in hrs 
behalf at aleJioufes: when they fit fo'long a 
time, and are as regularly relieved as one centry 
relieves another. — At leaft tell him that lex* 
peft in hi$ anfwer to my letter (which I (hall 
not allow hini to affign to you), he write fomc- 
thing to confirm me in my integrity, and to 
make me prefer him, and you, and honeftyi to* 
lace, brocade, and the fmiles of the ladies. 



€i 



Et Veneri, & cunis, & plumis Sardanapali/* 



but I hope to keep my .Hercules in view, whe- 
ther in print or manufcript ; and though I am 
as fond of pleafure as moll people, yet I Ihall 
©bferve the rule, 

** Pofitam Cc tangere nolif** 

I DESIRE I may hear from you iiext poft : I 
have a line or two, which I intend for tht/ons of 
utter darknefs (as you call them) next magazine : 
1 would fend them.to you, for your advice ; but 
caimot readily find them. I like every thing in 
Mr. Somervile's, but the running of the laft 
line. I think to infert them. Should be glad 
to have a line or two of yours^ that one may 

C : make 
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make a bold attack. I look on it 2iS fun, with- 
out the leafl emotion, I aflure you. 

I am, dear Sir, ^ ' . 

Your faithful fcribbling flave, 

W. ShEN9T0NB# 



VI. To the fame at Bath, on his publiftiing his 
Poem of the Judgment of Heucules. 

FromMr. Wintle'^ 
My good friend ! April 3o> 1 740. 

I HEARTILY thank you for tha fervice, 
your letter did me. And a confiderable fer- 
Tice, no doubt, it w, to raife the fpirits of a 
perfon fo habitually di^irited as I hftve been 
for fome time. For this, and all former fa- 
vours, as the fallen felldw fays in Sbakefpeare, 
^' I thank you ; I am not of many wordd, but 
" I thank you.' 



»» 



1 BEG you would ceafe to apologise for yotn: 
letters : In the firft plade, it wiH l)sy me under a 
Bcceifity of doing y^; and, in the next place, 

you 
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^bU may be affuredj that no friendly letter of 
yours will etcr be otherivifc than infinitely 
agreeable to me; 

. I SENT a letter to Mr. Marriett ai Bath, to bet 
left with ybu at ydiir fof mer place of refideace j 
you will \fc fd kind as to give it tb him. 

If I wifli for a large fohunei it is father for 
the fake of my friends than myfelf : or^ tb 
tompromife the matter with thofe moralifts who 
argile for the imiverfality of felfAnlertfl^ it id 
to gratify myfelf iti the company, and in the 
|g[ratificldDn8> of my friends i 

Dr. Ratfclitf has fent itife a lettei', irhifch gives 
faie much fatUfa&Hti in refpeft of rby poem ; 
tiotwithftanding, he cannot forbear adding, that 
he expeds to hear, fince my pen has fo well 
iaddirned the JF^ble,thatm)r condu^ will, with equal 
propriety and elegaiice, illufbaie the moral* 
However, the fimpl6 approbation of a fincer4 
taian a£fe6h one moi'e, than Pliny's panegyric 
tould doi from a more icoUrtly one* 

THERfi ate feVeral ctroirs oiF tte {n^efs, which 
neither fagacity nor vigilance itfelf, 1 now fee, 
caa pretent^ apd Which I beg yoo to correal 

G 2 with 
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with your pen, in a copy which I muft get you 
to prcfent to C — L — , together with the in- . 
clofed letter. Pleafe to be at the expence of 
having it ditched in purple paper, and gilt at 
the edges ; and I will re-pay you. 

I WAS loitering yefterday in the coffee-room, 
when two perfons came in, well-dreffed, and 
called for my poem ; read a page or two, and 
commended the four lines upon Mr. L— ex- 
tremely, (" Lov'd by that prince, &c.'') re- 
peated them forty times, and, in the end, got 
them by heart, mentioned them to a third per- 
fon, .who faid he knew of no virtue that the 
prince was fired with, and then endeavoured 
to mimic the prince's way of talking ; but, 
fays he, P//fhew the four bejl lines in the poem, 
and then proceeded to ^^ *Twas youth's perplex- 
" ing ftage, &c.'' which are flat enough, God 
knows— but to my firft heroes ; one of them 
reads, ** When great Alcides to a grove re- 
tired.'* Aj, ajy you know Mr. L — did retire, 
he was in the fecejfion ; read on ; yoiuHl find he 
mentions Delia anon. Don^t you remember Mrm 
L — wrote a fdng upon Delia ? but- proceed--^ 
youUlfind he is going to give a defcription of two 
ladies, of different characters, tbat^were in love with 
Mr. L'^. One was (here he named two names, 

which 
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xvliich I have forgot). Upon m^ ivord^ it is fine : 
I believe H is Pope's ; but how conies Tope to 
praife himfelf there ? (" Lov*d by that bard, 
** &c.'*) No doubt y however y it was written by 
Mr. Pope^ or Mr. D — . 

My critics proceeded to the reading of the 
laft fimile immediately^ without the line$ pre- 
ceding it, and, agreeing that it was a very good 
thing, Called out for, " The Oecgnomy of 
•* Love.'* So you fee, " Laudanf //&?, fed ijia 
** legunt,** is the cafe, A perfoji cannot be 
fuppofcd vain from the approbation of fuch 
critics, or elfp I would npt have inferted fuch a 
commendatory paragraph. I never enquire how 
my poem takes, and am afraid to do fo. How- 
,ever, \ And/ome do allow it to be Mallet^ s^^l am 
impafient till I hear from you : I ihall be here 
till this day formight ; afterwards at the Lea- 
fows — I muft add this, ** Ne, ftudio noftri, 
" pecces ;" but ^t the fame time alfo 



'' O defend. 



f^ Againft your judgment, your moft faithful 
'' friend." 

C 3 THfiS£ 
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These oppq/iteyciition^ delineate, my ftate of 
mind : it h well for me that I have yo\i at Bath. 



r-T 
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yil. To. Mr. JagOj ojx ih^ Death of his Father. 

Dear Mr. Jago, Leafows, Aug, 28, 1740. 

I FIND fome difficulty in writing to you oxx, 
this melancholy occafion. No one can bc^ 
more unfit to attempt to, leffen your grief than 
myfelf, becaufe no one has a deeper fenf(? of 
the caufe of your affliftion. Though I would 
by no means be numbered by you amongft the 
(pommon herd of your acquaintance, that tell 
you they are forry, yet it were impertine^t ii^ 
me to mention a mere friend's concern to a per- 
fon intereftfed by fo many more tender regards. 
Befide, I fhould be glad to alleviate your forrow, 
and fuch fort of condolence tends but little to 
promote that end. I do not chufe to flatter 
you ; neither could I, more efpecially at this 
time ; but though I could perhaps find enough 
, to fay to perfons of lefs fenfe than you, I know 
- pf nothing but what your own reafon muft have 
(uggefted. Concern indeed may have fufpended 
jthc pQwer of that faculty; and upon that pre- 
tence. 
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tence, I have a few things that I would fuggeft tp 
you. After all, it is time alone, that can and will 
cure all affliftions, but fuch as ^re the confe- 
quence of vice ; and yours, I am fure, proceeds 
from a contrary principle, 

1 HEARD accidentally of this forrowful event, 
and accompanied you to London with the ut- 
moft concern. I wifli^ it was in my power tQ 
mitigate your griefs by (baring them, as I have 
often found k in yours to augment my pleafures 
by fo doing. 

All that I can recommend to you is,- n6t to 
'confine your eye to any fihgle event in life, but to 
take in your whole circumftances before you re- 
pine, 

When you reflet that yon have loft one of 
the beft of men in a f<^ther, you ought to com- 
fort yourfelf that you had fuch a father ; to whom 
{cannot forbear applying thefeli^es from Miltoi^: 

■ '^ Since to part ! 



" Go, heavenly gueft, ethereal meffenger ! 

•* Sent by whofe fovereign goodnefs we adore! 

V^ Gentle to me and affable has been 

C4 . <^Thy 



!?4 MR, S HENS TONE'S 

" Thy condefcenfioo, and Ihall be honoured cycf 

f * Wf th gratefurft memory -** 

End of Bopk VIII, Par. Lost. 

I WOULD have you, by ^U. means, cpmc 
pvcr hither as foon as you can. I will endea- 
vour to reijder the time you fpend here as fatis- 
faftory as it Js in my pow<er ; and I hppe yo^ 
will ever look upon me as your hearty fripn^, 
through ail the viciflitude? oF life. 

.■ tJ • J , • • • ■ V . - * 

Pray give my humble fervice to Mrs. Jag9 
and your brother. 

I ^m, with the utmoft affefiion, 

ypurs finccrcly^ 

W. Shenstone, 



■I » ' — — >^— ^wr*" 



VIII. To Mr. Reynolds. 

Dear Sir, Leafows, 1740. 

WONDERFUL were the dangers and 
difficulties through which I went, the 
night I left you at Barels ; which { Iqoked upc^ 
as ordained by fate for the temporal punilhment 



LETTERS. «j 

61 obftinacy. It Was very kiad^ and in cha- 

raAer> for you to endeavour to deter me from the 

ways of darknefs ; but having a fort oi penchant 

for neediefs difficulties, I have an undoubted 

right to indulge myfelf in them, fo long as I 

do not infift upon any one's pity. It is true, thefc 

ought not to exceed a certain degree; they 

fliould be tenia tormenta ; and I mufl: own the 

labours I underwent that night, did not come 

within the bounds which my imagination had 

prefcribed. I cannot forbear mentioning one 

imminent danger. I rode along a coniiderable 

piece of water covered fo clofe with trees, that 

it was as probable I might have purfued 

the channel, which was dangerous, as my way 

out of it. Or, to put my cafe in a more poetical 

light, having by night intruded upon an amour 

betwixt a Wood-nymph and a River-god, I owed 

my efcape to Fortune, who conveyed me from 

the vengeance which they might have taken. 

I put up finally at a litde alehoufe about ten 

o'clock, and lay all night awake, counting the 

cords which fupported me, which I could more 

fafely fwear to than to either bed or blanket. For 

farrl^.er particulars, fee myepiftle to the Paftor 

Fido of Lapworfht^— Mr. Graves fap, he fliould 

be glad to fliew you any civilities in his power, 

lipon his own acquaintance \ and will ferve you 

as 
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as far as hk vote goes, upon my recommenda* 
fion ; but is afraid, without the concurrence oi 
fome more coofiderable friends, your chance will 
be but fiuall this year, &c If the former part of 
this news gives you any pleafure, I affure you it 
gives me no lefs to communicate it ; and this ples^ 
fure proceeds from a principle which would induce^ 
me to ferve you myfelf, if it fhould ever be in 
my pQWcr.*^I faw Mr. Lyttelton iaft week : he 
is a candidate for the county of Worcefter, to- 
gether with Lord Deerhurfl ; I hope Mr. Sop 
merviie will do him the honour to appear a^ hisi 
friend, which he nmfl a^ le^ think fecond ta 
that of fucceeding. 

I HEAR you arc commeoced chaplain fince 
I faw you. I wifh you joy of it. The chap- 
lain's title iS infini;tely mpre agreeable than his 
office ; and I hope the fcarf, which is expreffive 
of it, will be no dimnnitive thing, no four- 
penny-halfpenny piece of ribbonjjag ^ but diat 
it will 

*• High o'er the neck its ruftling folds difplay, 
^ Difdain all ufual bounds, extend its fway, 
^ Ufurp the head, and puih the wig away." 
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I B(OPE it vsfiW prove ominous, that my firlt 
lettef' is a congratulatory one ; ^ndif I were tp 
^av?: opportunities pf fending all fuch, it would 
ci;tirely <ju9.drate with the fincere wiflies pf 

Your faithful humble fervant, 

W. Shenstqne. 

I BEG my compliments to Mr. Somervile^ Mrs* 
l^nightji and your family. - 

l^eafows, Aug. 1740. 

IX. To the fame. 

From Mr. WlAtlVs, Per- 
fumer, at the fling's 
Arms, by Tenjple-Bar, 
Sir, Fleet-Strcet, 1740. 

T AM heajrtily obliged to Mr. Somervilc, that 
•*• he will i^^ke ufe of any means to ferve miej 
?norc efpecially that he will take the trpuible of 
f onfuldng which may be moft effeftpal to that 
end ; and I defire you would reprefent thefc 
fenuments w bm in the mgft cxpreffi?c man- 
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I HAVE, fince I arrived here (which was laft 
Saturday night), heard Lowe ling, and feen 
Gibber aft. The laureat fpoke an epilogue 
made uporit and, I fuppofe, by himfelf, in which 
he does not only make a bare conf eilioQ, but an 
o/ientation of all his follies ; 

^* Of fticby (fays he) whoe'er demand a bill of 

"fare 
V May look into my life — ^he'U find 'em there;'* 

or fome fuch lines, I cannot accurately recoUeft 
them. I do not yronder he pleafed extremely ; 
but to a confidering man there is fomething 
ftrangely difagreeable, to hear a fcandalous life 
recommended by one of his age, and as much 
fatisfaftion ihe.wn in the review of it, as if it ' 
had been a perfeft galaxy of virtues. An 
Athenian audience would have fhewn their 
different fgntiments on this occafion., But I am 
afting the part of Jeremy Collier, and ipdeed 
in fome degree of an hypocrite, for I confefs I 
was highly pleafed with him myfelf. I have 
nothing to add, but a fine clofe, if I had it ; as 
I have not, you muftbe content with the vulgar 
one, that I am 

Yours fincercly, 

W. Shenstone. 

X. To 
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X. To the fame. 

I 

Dear Sir, 

I THANK you for the favour of your laft 
letter, particularly your readinefs in tranf- 
mitting to me any thing of Mr. Somervile's. It 
fo fell out, that Mn Outing delivered to me 
the verfes, and I had the pleafure of reading 
them, about a moment before he gave me your 
epiftle. 

The town expefted fomething of importance, 
namely, a motion for a committee of enquiry 
into late meafures, would be moved for to-day. 
If any thing of this nature has been carrying 
on, I will add an account of it before 1 clofe my 
letter. In the mean time, it is, I believe, very 
credible, that Lord Orford has a continued influx 
ence over the King ; and that the Duke of Ar- 
gyle is fufficiently difgufted, to have talked of 
the reiignation of his pofts again. 

4 

t 

Am odd ftory enough the following, and I 
believe true ! Somebody that had juft learnt 
that Hor — W — 's gentleman's name was Jack- 
fon, writes a letter to Mr. Floycr, keeper of 
' •I the 



the Tower, intimating his mafter*s defife td 
fpeak M^rith him, Floyer dretfes the nekt morn- 
ing, and waits Upon H-^ie, tomes into his 
iroom,-^" Sir, fays Horace, 1 really don't know 
*' you. — *^ ** Sir, my name is Flbyer. -^ '^ 
^^ Ay, by G--^, that ttiay be ; buti by 
*' G— d, I don't know you for all that—*' " Sir> 
** fays he, I am keeper bf the Tower — '* 
^* 6-«d damn your blood, foys H— c^ pr^^c*^ 
** your Warrant-*^damn you, pf oduce yoUr war- 
'* rant ; or, by G — d, Pll kick ye doVm ftaih — ** 

% • 

Frighted at thefe threats, the gentleman tt^ 
tired ; and in his way home had leifure to con^ 
fider the joke that was ptit upon him, and more 
particularly turned upon tlie perfdn to whoni 
Jbe was fent* 

If fan dittSi a line t6 t/Lt. Shuickbttrgh*S|' 
bdokfclter, in Flect-fti'tfet, it ^It aWire agree* 
tLUi to 

iTout hiimbte (erranh 

March, ' 

*rucfday Night. W. SHENSTdNEi 



Mr compliments to yotir patroBi 



ZLT« 
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XI. To tbe &ffie. 

Sir, 1740 

YOUR laA letter gave me a good deal ol 
uneafinefe, in regard xo Mr. Sortietvile't 
indifpdition; I hope, if he is better, you trill 
omit no opportunity of gratifying me with tlie 
news of it.* I (hall be glad to employ you and 
Mr. Jago in my little ' rivulet before winter 
comes, when one muft bid adieu to rural beaU'> 
ties. Tbof6 charming fiends, which die jpoetr, 
in order to render them more compleat, have 
furniflxed with ladies, muft be ftript of aH their 

onia:ments. Thofe incomparable nymphs, the 
Dryads and the Nereids,, which haiTe been my 
coiiftant compJiriibhs' this fhort fummer, will 
vanifh to more pleafmg climes ; ahd 1 mufl: be 
left to fedc my affiftance in real beauties, ihftcfid 
of imaginary ones. In ihort, I am thinking to 
live part of this winter in Wokeftcr, or fome 
other town. I was at a concert there, a very 
full one, lately. I obferved Dr. Mackenzie 
talking to Mr. Lyttelton ; and I hope* on that 
account, he is in his intereft; otherwife Mr* 
Somervile would do Mr. Lyttelton great fcrvice 

5 ty 
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by engaging him. — Mr. Lyttelton took occaiioti 
to mention to me, the obligation he lay under 
to Mr. Somervile for his lettef, as well as his 
other defigns iii iiis favour*— that he had long 
received great pleafure from that gentleman^s 
peii> ^nd wiihed for the honour of his acqtiaint- 
ance« I told him, I belieVed the fatisfa£iion , 
would be mutual, or to that purpofe. He 
added, that the Chace wa^ an emremety beauti- 
ful poem, the beft by fat ever written on the 
fubjeft. But now the fiddles fqucaked, the harp-* 
fichord jingled, and the performers began to feel 
the divine enthufiafm. The god of mufic in-" 
vaded them as he did the Sibyll of old : 

** Deus, ecce Deus ! cui talia fanti 

** Ante fores, fubito non vultus, non color 

" unus, 
" Non compt« manfere comse j fed pefius an- 

*^ helum, 
** Et rabie fera corda tument, majorquc videri, 
*^ Nee mortale fonans." 

I AM, Sir, with all due compliments to Mr. 
Somervile, 

Yours fincerely, 

W. Shekstoke. 

xn. To 
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XH. To %&• Jago> ffoni London, \ritfa Obfer- 

vatioas on the Stage, Src. 

t 

Kr, Jan. at, 1741:. 

YOX) ice t am extremely expeditious in an- 
fwering your letter; the reafon of which 
is a very powerful one, namely, the inforpaa- 
tioil which 1 received laft night, that it would be 
agreeable to you I fliould do fo. Pleafe, . there- 
fore, to fet afide the fum of eighteen pence, or 
thereabouts, for letters which you will receive 
whilft i am in London ; and, to make it feem 
the lefs profiifely fquandered, coniider it amongfl: 
any othef cafual expences which you carelefsly 
fubmit to, merely to gratify your curiofity. 

I WENT, the other night, with the greateft ex- 
pcAatiOns, to fee " The Merry Wives of Wind- 
** for*' performed at Co vent- Garden. It is im- 
poffible to exprefs how much every thing fell 
below my ideas. But I have conjidered Jince\ 
and 1 find, that my expeftations were really 
inore unjuft than their manner of aftine. Fer^^ 
JimSy in order to aft well, Ihould have fome- 
thing of the author^ s fire, as well as a polite 
education. And what makes this the dearer to 



■ ' \ 
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me is, that you hear ten plays well read by 
gentlemen in company, to one that ypu find 
well performed upon the ftage.— Nothing cadtt 
be more ignorant or affefted than the fcornful 
airs which fome people give themfelvear at a 
country play; becaufe, forfooth, they have 
fe§n plays in town. The truth is, the chief ad- 
vantage of plays in town lies entirely in the 
fcenery. You feldora obfervc a fet of ftrol- 
lers without one or two aftors who are quite 
equal to their parts ; and I xeally know of no 
good' one, at either of the two Theatres Royal, 
except Gibber, who rarely afts, and Mrs. 
Clive* I will add one more, in compliance with 
my own tafte merely^ and that is Mr. Neal, 
a fellow who, hj playing the fool j has gained my 
particular ejieem. 

After the play, we had an enteftainment ^ 
falfely fo called ! It was that of Orpheus and 
Eurydice, the moft un-mujical thing I ever 
heardj and which lafted, I believe, (;hree hours, 
with fome intermixtures of Harlequin j both 
fo dull, and yet heard with patience, that I 
was amazed, aftoniflied, confounded : but really 
a man oi fenfe ought not to be fo j becaufe they 
were not calculated for bim. 

3 I WANT 



LETTERS* 



35 



t WANT you here extremely : pray come tip 
for a Week* I fuppofe you will nor, fo I will 
tiQt argue fupcrfluoufly. However, write foon $ 

and believe that your letters are the moft agree* 
able things in the woHd xo, Sir, 



Yoars moft faithfully. 



W. S. 



«•■ -J 



Kill. To the fame* 

' Dear Sit, 1741^ 

AS I have no fort of library in town, 1 
find feveral minutes upon my hands, for • 
which, if I employ them in fcribbling to my 
friends, they are hui Jlenderfy obliged to me» I 
hope no friend of mine Will eVcr be induced, 
by my example, to do any thing but avoid it ; 
I believe no out breathing can fay. With more 
truth, ** Video meliora, &c.'' It is not from a 
fpirit of jealoufy that I would advife my ac- 
quaintance to feek happinefs in the regular path 
of a fixed life. But, though I very highly ap- 
prove it, and envy it, my particular turn qf mind 

D 2 would 
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woald be as little Satisfied with it, as it is like to 
be in a different one. ^ Yet, however I complain^ 
I muft own, I have a good deal rccopcfted nkyr 
felf to this mixture of gratification and difap- 
pohitmem, which muft be my lot, till the 
h& tptaUy prevails. 

Yet, after all, to tell you the truth, I ant 
not pleafed with being advifed to retire. I was 
faying the other day to Mr. Odting, that I had 
been ambitious more than I was at pr^fent, and 
that I grew lefs fo every day. Upon this he 
chimed in with m€s and apppoved my deipon* 
dency ; faying, ** that he^io had been ambitious, 
•* but found it WQuld PQt^.'* f)o you think I 
liked him much for this ?— -no— I wheeled abont 
andi^id, ^M did not think with him ; forlfilOlild 
always find mjfelf whetted by difappoifitiaeqts^ 
and more violent in proportion tQ the intri^cy 
** of the game.^ I fpent a night with hiiR afl4 
l^r. Meredith, and with him iud Mr» Pcan; 
an the latter party he had taid his haqd upo» 
his fword fix times, and threatened to put a dpz£7^ 
men to deafh^ one pf which waa ^rov^ghton thq 
prize-fighter*— rMr. Whiftlcr's company -feldQRV 
relieves me on an evening ; and I go |a plays^ 
\\xi feldoniy becaufe I intend no more to giv^ 
countenance to tlje fit. — ^I have got ^ beUlU 
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which difti^gui&es me di much as a garter — 
it captivates the eyes of aH behdders, ^ and 
binds their underflanding in golden bandage^— ^ 
I heard a pedant punning upon the word 
PfXnroc ; and a wag whifpering that I was re- . 
lated to Eeltijhazzar. In Ihort I may fay, from 
the Dragon of Wantley; 

" No girdle, nor belt, e'er exceird it j 
" It frightens the mesx in a minute : 

** No maiden yet ever beheld it, 

i« But wife'd herfelf tied to me in it*'*^ 

The Donciad is, doubtkfs^ Mr. Pope's do* 
tage, w A»»( f»u*>i9i; flat in the Whobe,^ afdd in«- 
cIudiBgf with fet*er^l toletiabk lanes, ar tlumbii^ 
of weak) obfeure, and eren ponmag^ om^s*. 
What is Boif rdad by. die ^*fe wcftldf and the 
wffolt ^0rld^s^ 'u^ife, is, Mr. Mfei^ey's Letter to 
Sir T. Hftfimer. I own my taj/9^ is gtjetaifed iff ir,- 
as wdl as that tmluckinefsy natural t<> every 
one; diQugb pecepte* fty (I think idly) he is 
madb For dris lon^ letter I fhall expeft twf^ 
fopn after yapwhaiy? receitfed it, Adieu { 

Biro yt^u^ fee a poem> called " Womai^ m; 
5* Mitoitttiflre,^ Written with fpirir, but incoi'r^ .^ 
Z:^ people that were carrying Lord Orford ip. 
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effigy, to behead him on Tower Hill, came 
into the box where lie was, accidentally, at 
George's, to beg money of him, ^mongft 
others. 
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XIV. To Mr. , on his taking Orders in the 

Church. 

Dear Sir, Leafows, June i, 1741, 

I WRITE to you out of the abundant incli-» 
nation I hkve to hear from you, imagining 
that, as you gave me a iiireftion, yop might 
poifibly cxpeft to receive a previous letter from 
me. I want to be informed of the impreifions 
you receive from your new circumftanccs. The 
chief averfion which fome people have to or- 
ders is, what I fancy you will remove in fuch 
a$ you converfe with. \ take it to be owing 
pardy to drcfs, and partly to the avowed pro- 
fejfton of religion. A .young clergyftism, that 
b^s diflinguiihed his genius by a compoiition or 
two of ^ polite nature, and is capable . of 
dvcffmg bim/e^j and his religion, in a different 
jnanner from the generality of bis prof^on« 
tb?tt is, Mri^out fprmality, is certainly ^ gpn- 

led 
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te^l diarafter. I fpeak this nor with any fly 
defign to advife, but to intimate, that I think 
you very capable of Jhining in a dark-coloured 
coat. — You muft confider me yet as a man of 
the world, and endeavouring to elicit that plea- 
fure from gaiety, which my reafon tells me I 
(h^U never find.— It is impoffible to exprefs how 
ftupid I have been ever fince I came home, in- 
fbmuch that I cannot write a common letter" 
without fix repetitions. This is the third time 
I have begto yours, and you fee what iju^" it 
is made up of. I mu/t e'en haften to matter of 
faft, which is the comfortable refource of dull 
people, though, even as to that, I have nothing 
to communicate. But I would be glad to know, 
whether .'you are under a neccffity of refiding 
on week-days; and, if not, why I may not 
expeft you a day or two at the Leafows very 
fppn.— ^Did you make any enquiry concerning 
the number of my poems fold at Oxford ? or 
did you hear any thing concerning it that con- 
cerns me to hear ?— Will S — (for that is his 
true name) is the excefs of fimplicity and good- 
nature. He feems to have all the induftry ima- 
ginable to divert and amufe people, without 
any ambitious ends to ferve, or almoft any con-/ 
cern whether he has fo much as a laugh al- 
Jpwed to his ftorics, any farther than as a laugh' 
" \. D 4 IS 
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is an indication that people are delighted. THh 
joined ixrith his turn of thought, renders him, 
quite agreeable. I wilh it were in my power 
tp conciliate acquaintance with half his eafe^-*-^ 
Fray do npt delay writing to vtiCi Adieu ! 

W. Sh£NSTOK£. 
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XV. To Mr. Grates, on fimilar Tafle and 

Manners. 

Bear Sir, The Leafows, Sept. 23, 1741. 

1WAS very agreeably entertained by your 
, lafl letter, as indeed I am by every one of 
you^rs. It were aSe^lajtion to except a para<«^ 
graph or two on account of partiality, where, 
to fey the truth, the partiality itfelf* pleafes 
Qnc. This. I am very pofitive of> that to have 
^ friend of your* tamper and tafte will always, 
give me pleafure, whether I pleafa t^he world: 
or no ; but to pleafe ever, fa muchi wkbt^ut' 
fpme fuch friendihip, wouldj ia all probability^, 
figpify but little. I fluU, therefbee^ value a«yi 
m<ana that tend .to- cpn^irm ipy opinion o£ your- 
c^cj^PI fos vftfy firefeifthl jr to w]t that^lhew me 

lam 
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I tm icierely defetrkig of it. After all| though 
a lery Umtcd niusbcr of friends may be fuffi- 
cieik, au idle perfon flionld have a large ac^ 
qimMa$i^t\ ani I beliere I haw the leaft of 
aay cMie that ever rambled aboat (b much asl have 
done. I do not know how it ts^ but I abfolutely de» 
fpair of ever biung introduced imo the world.* It 
may be objefted by fome (but you will not objeft 
ix)y that I may be acquainted with a fufficient 
number of people that are my equals^ if I will. 
They may be my equats and fuperkrs^ whom 
thqy mean, for aught I care ; but their conver* 
fation gives me no more pleafure than the 
cdtiking of a goofe, or the quacking of a duck, 
in aflOtuent circumftances. Rather lefs indeed of 
the two, becaufe the idea of thje fat goofe flat-* 
ters one's appetite ; but the human govfe is nei- 
ther fit to be heard nor eaten. I wifb indeed 
tp be Jh€wn into good company ; but, if I cajt 
at ajl diilioguilh the nature of my inclinations^ 
it is jtiiore in hopes of meeting wirh a refined 
convdrfatioQ) than any thing, elfe. I do not a$. 
all. infill that my genius is better than that of 
my vociferous neighbours ; if it is different^ it 
is a fiifficieat reafon vidiy I flioold (&ak fuch 
Gompaeioiis 2e imx i«; aad whetJ^f they^ aM> 
felled in high oi low life^ is licde to the pur*^ 
]^* Sut y^u. will perbftps di^m the ope-- 
' '■'■ rati(Hls 
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rations of vanity in all my endeavours j I will 
not difagree with you, provided you will allow 
aniu/ement an equal fliare in them. It is die 
vanity to be intimate with men of diftinguiflied 
fcnfe, not of diftinguiflied fortune. And this is a 
vanity which you fliould notdifapprove, becaufe it 
will bind me a lading friend to you and your fa- 
mily. 

I HAVE been over at ShiiFnall, and, in order 
to make myfelf agreeable, rode a-hunting with 
Mr. Pitt* . I confefs I was fomewhat diverted ^ 
and my horfe was fo much an enthufiaft, as to be 
very near, running headlong into a deep water. 
I believe, if I were to turii fportfman, I fhould 
foon break my neck, for fear the huntfman 
fliould defpife me. . 

• I WILL certainly endeavour to fee you at Bir- 
mingham ; but beg you would write me a long 
letter in the mean time; and contrive, if you 
can, to make it look like a packet, as your laft 
did, for the light thereof is exceedingly com- 
fortable. 

Though my wifiies will not fufFer rot to be- 
lieve that your eyes are in the danger you re- 
prefent ; yet, fuppofing them to be only very 
weak,. I would : recQ^imeod fome muiicai inftru^, 

• ment. 
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medt, that is mod a^greeable to you. I have of- 
teja looked upon mufic as my dernier refdrt, if 
I ^ould ever difcard the worlds and turn eremite 
entirely. Coniider what other amufement caa 
make an equal imprefGon id old age. 

I have filled my paper^ not without difficulty^ 
through the barrennefs of my brain» and fitua- 
tion : my heart ever flows with the moft warm 
ftreams of gratitude and affection for you*. 
Adieu! 



•-^" 



XVI. To a Friend, exprefling hlsDiflatisfa^ion at 
the Manner of Life in which he is engaged. 

Dear Sir, / , 1741. 

I WONDER I have not heardyr^;w you lately 
-— ^ you indeed I have, from Mr. W— . If 
you could come over, probably, J might go back 
with you for a day or twoj for my horfe I 
think gets rather better, ^nd m^y, with indul- 
gence, perform fuch a journey. I want to ad- 
vife with you about feveral matters :— to have 
ypviT opitiion about a Imilding th^t I kav^ built, 

and 
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and about a journey which I defign to Bath j 
and about numbericfe things, which, as they are 
Btimbcrlefe, cannot be Comprehended in this 
paper. I am 

Your moft affeftionatc friend, 

W. Shbnstoke, 



Now I am come home from a vifit— :every Krite 
uneafmeffi it fufficient to introduce my whole train 
of melancholy confiderations, and to make me 
utterly diffatisfied with the life I now lead,, and- 
the life which I forefee I Ihall lead. I am angry,, 
and envious, and dejeftcd, and frantic, and dif-^ 
regard aft prefcm things, |tri! as becomes a mad- 
matt tt)r d6*> 1 2fln itffinhdy pleafe* (though it is 
. a gloomy joy) With the application of Dr. 
Swift's complaint, "that he is forced ta die in a 
••^ rage, like a j^oifom* ya^r inf a helc.*' My fou^i 
i&' no more fiiite* to thfe figiire t make, than a 
cable rope to a cambric ntredfe:^— F caitnor bear 
td foe tlie advawagea alienated, Which I think I 
could dtefefve and rdifli fo mtjch more rhatr ' 
ih^ ibM have dwells.— I4otbr»g' cate give me 
pfati^ncc but the- feothing fympathjr oi a friend; 
and^/^^wtll-anlytijtfa my rage into fimple me- 

♦Jr.- » > ' " • • * •■ . - ' ' t 1_ 1 

lancholy.^ 
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laQcholy. — I believe foon I fhall bear to fee no- 
body. I d$ hate all hereabouts already, except 
one or two. I will have my dinner brought up- 
on my table in my abfence, and the plates fetched 
away in my abfence : and nobody iliall fee me : 
for I can never bear to appear in the fame (lu- 
pid mediocrity for years together, and gain no 
ground. As Mr. G— complained to me (and^ 
I think, you too, both unjuftly), ** I am no cha- 
•* rafter.*'— I have in my temper fome raki(hncfs> 
bnt it is checked by want of fpirits : fome - foti- 
dity, bnt it is foftcncd by vanity : fome efteem 
of kerning, but it is broke in upon by lazi- 
nefs, imagination, and Ift^ant of memory, &c. — 
I could reckon up twenty things throughout my 
whole circumftances wherein I am thus tanta* 
ll^ed. Your fancy wiH prefent them.— Not that 
all I lay here will fignify to you: I am only under 
a fit of diJOfatisfa^liony and to grumble does me 
good— only cxcufe me, that I cure myfelf at 
your es^pencc* Adieu ! 



XVXLTa 



4<J MR. S HENS TO NIT'S 



XVII. To the fame. 

Deatr Sir, i-j^u 

YOU muft give ipc Icaye 16 tomplain of" 
your lart letter, three parts of whigU is 
filled with mere apology : I thought we hsA 
fomc time agreed, for pur mutual emolument,, 
Ci> lay afide ceremonies of* this fpecie$ ; till I waa 
made Poct-laureat, and you Bilhop of Winchcf*. 
ter. — Why Bifhop of Winchefter, for God's 
fake? Why — ^becaufe — ^he is Prelate of the 
Garter— ^an order, in all kinds of ceremony fo 
greatly abounding.-^Herc am I llill, trifling 
away my time, my money, and, I think, my 
health, which I fancy greatly inferior to what it. 
would be in the country. Truth is, I do make 
fliift to vary my days a little here ; and, calling ta 
mind the many irkfome hours, the ftupid iden- 
tity of which I have been fo often *fick of in the 
country, I conclude that I am lefs unhappy than 
I fliall find myfelf at home. — ^However, next 
month I hope to fee the Leafows with an appe- 
tite. — ^Walks in the park are now delightfully 
pleafant : the company ftays in the Mall till ten 
every night. — ^Mrs. Clive, Mrs. Woffington, Bar- 
barinii and Mr. Garrick (happy man !) are gone 

oY^r 
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over to Ireland, to aft there for two monihs.— 
Mr. Outing, the laft time I faw him, told rac 
how Dr. Mackenzie cured him of ever fighting 
with fcrubs, &c. " I was juft going,' fays he, 
** to kick a fellow down flairs, when the Doftot 
** cries out, * Mr. Outing ! hear our Scotch pro- 
** verb before you proceed any farther ; — ^Hc 
^* that wreftles with a t — d, whether he get or 
** lofe the viftory, is fure to be b-f — ^t.' I had 
** great difficulty (continued he) to contain my- 
" felf till he had finifhed his ftory, but I found 
" it fo pat that it faved the fellow's neck/* I 
wifli / could cure him as eafily of thefe C^ixo* 
ticai narrations.-^I know no foul in town that 
has any tafte, which occafions me the fpleen fre- 
quently. . I remember W — and I were obferv- 
ing, that no creaturfes, though ever fo loathfome> 

(as toads, ferpe^nts, adders, &c.) would be b^lf fo 
hated as ourfelves, if we were to give vent to our 
fpleen,. and cepfure affeftions fo bluntly as forae 
people do. I would not venture this hint, if I 
did not believe you experience the fame.'- For 
niy part, people contradift me in things I have 
JludUd^ and atn certain of ; and I keep filence 
even from good words {bons mots), though it is 
pain and grief to me. I muft give up my know* 
ledge to pretence, or vent it with diffidence to 
fools, or there is no peace. Tbefe, thefe are 

. - jti^ijiable 
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ji0ifi^Me motives to wilh for fome ^gitt «f 
fame ; that blind people may oot buUf a man 
fhat has his cyefighc kto tbeu" opinioa that 
gsctn k red, &c. Deference from foofe» n iH> 
4noiSnu ambkion : I dare own to jroa thdc i 
bave this; aad I ^ill contefid that I have no 
aore haughtj oDe.-vThia fubj^^t I could estpa^ 
tiate upon with pleafure ; bm I flop : a tafteleife 
felidw has fpoikd siy Mall<-walk to-night^ and 
<)ccafioned yon fomc trouble in thefe dull obfer«- 
«racioDi^*«^I am 

Yours a^iflionatelyy 

W, SflENStoirfi. 



imim^mmmW I *\ —^w^i^ 



XVIH* To Mr. , from the Leafows^ 

Dear Sir, The Leafows, June 171^, 1741. 

IF a friaad of yours who lived in the fartheft 
part of China were to fend you a pinch of 
ihttff wrapt up in a flieet of writing-paper^ I 
conceive the ihuff would improve in value as k 
VbmA^ ^ul gratify your curipGty extremely by 
thi time it readied your fingers ends.-<-Very 
true^you wiU fay >— why then, that very confix 
^ deratim 
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deration was my inducement to write to yoii at 
this time ; arid that fort of progreffional value is 
what you are tb place upon my letter. For, be 
affured, I am Qot ignorant how much this my 
letter doth refemble a pinch of fnuff in point of 
fignificancy, and that both the one and the othei* 
are what you may as wdl'do without, — ^My 
letter is as follows. 

Ydir muft IcndAiir, iii rainy weather, I always 
foothe my melancholy with the remembrance of 
dijiant friends only : you cannot eafily conceive 

the high value I place upon their good qualities 
at fuch a time: fo that at this very inftant I 
am impatient to fee you. To-morrow, if the 
liin fliines bright, I fhall only wijh for your 
company as for a very great good. If you are 
linemployed when you leave Bath, I fliould 
think, you might ftay fome time with me this 
fnnuhet. Refined fenfe is what one is apt to 
viltfe one's felf upon; but really, unlefs one has^ 
a' rfetiWed foul or two to. converfe with, it is an 
inconvehierice. I have ruined my happinefs by^ 
(TonV^rfing with you, and a few more friends : as 
FalftaflF fays to Hal, " Company, witty com- 
**" pany, has been the ruin of me!*' Before! 
. kn^Bv that pleafure, I was as contented as could bo 

E in 
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in my folitude ; and nowy the abfence of enter* 
iainment is a pofttive pain to me. London has 
amufed me a while with diverfions; but now they 
are paft, and I have neither any one about me 
that has the leaft delicateffhy or that I can infpire 
with the ambition of having any. — ^W — W — 

comes in a dirty Jhirty and an old coat, without 
a ftock, to pay me a vifit. He pulled out a pair 
of fciffars, and, giving* them an intricate turn over 
his two thumbs, faid, that he could do that, and 
/ could make a poem ; fome for one thing, fbme 
for another : 

" Hie nigri fuccus loliginis, hasc eft 
" ^rugo mera/' 

It was fplenetic weather too. — The man is 
curft who writes verfes, and lives in the 
country. — ^If his celejlial part infpires him to 
converfe with Juno, his terrejirial one necelfi- 
tates him to ftoop to his landlady ; fo that he is 
in as difagreeable a fituation, as if one perfon 
were to pull him upwards by the head^ and an- 
other downwards by the tail. — ^Dp you never 
find any thing of this? — I mean, that your 
fride and your facial qualities torture you with 
their different attraftions? Indeed one would al- 
. "v^ays give way to the laft, but that few are 
familiarity-proof, few but whom it teaches to de- 
Ipife one. Albeit lam confcious of the bad in- 
fluence 
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fluence of freedom myfelf ; yet, whilft it tends to 
difcover wit, humour, and fenfe, it only renders 
me more and more 

Your moft obedient friend and fervant, 

W. Shenstone. 



XK. To the fame, with an Invitation to accom- 
pany him to Town. 

Dear Sir, TheLeafows, Nov. 25, 1741. 

TH E reafon why I write to you fo fuddenly 
is, that I have a propofal to make to you. 
If you could contrive to be in London for about 
a month from the end of December, I imagine 
you would fpend it agreeably enough along with 
me, Mr. Outing, and Mr. Whiftler. According' 
to my calculations, we ftiould be a very happy 
party at a play, cofFee-hoiife, or tavern. Do 
not let your fupercilious friends come in upon 
you with their prudential maxims. Confider, 
you are now of the proper age for pleafure, and 
have not above four or five whimfical years left. 
You have not ftruck one bold ftrokc yet, that I 
know of. Saddle your mule, and let us be jog- 
ging to the great city. I will be anfwerable for 

£ 2 amufemeat« 
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amufement. — Let me have the pleafure of fee- 
ing you in the pit, in a laughter as cordial and 
fingular as your friendlhip. Come — let US' go 
forth into the opera-houfe ; let us hear how the 
eunuch-folk fing. Turn your eye upon the lilies 
and rofes, diamonds and rubies ; the Belindas 
and the Sylvias of gay life ! Think upon Mrs. 
Clive's inexpreffible comicalnefs; not to men- 
tion Hippefley's joke-abounding phyfiognomyf 
Think, I fay, now ; for the time ccHueth whew 
you Ihall fay, " I have no pleafure in them.'** — t 
am confcious of much merit in bringing about 
the interview betwixt Mr. L — and Mr. S — ; 
but merit, as Sir John FalftafF fays, is nqt re- 
garded in thefe cofter-monger days.. 

Pray now do not write me wprd.that .your . 
buftnefs will not allow you ten minutes in a. fort- 
night to write to me; an. excufe fit for none but 
a cobler, who has ten childrca det)epdejir 
upon a waxen thread. Adieu j 

- W. S. 



To. 
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XX. To the fame, on "occafion of Printin gthe 

Schbol-miftrefs. 

Dear Sir, 1741. 

ITl(UST you do not pay double poftage 
for my levity in .inclofing thefe decorations. 
If I find you do, I will not fend you the thatcVd-^ 
houfe and the birch-tree, with the fun fetting 
and gilding the fcene.-— -I expeft a cargo of 
franks ; and then for the beautiful pifture of 
Lady Gain/borough, and the deformed portrait 
of my old fchool-dame, Sarah Lloyd ! whofe 
houfe is to be feen as thou travelled towards the 
native home of thy faithful fervant. — ^But Ihe 
fleeps with her fathers ; and is buried with her 
fathers ; and — Thomas her fon reigneth in her 

ftead ! ^I have the firft fhect to corrcA upon 

the table. 1 have laid afide the thoughts of fame 
a good deal in this un-promifmg fchcme ; and fix 
them ut)6n the landfkip which is engraving, the 
red letter which I purpofe, and the fruit-piece 
which you fee, being the moft feemly ornaments 
pf the firft fi.%penny pamphlet that was ever fo* 
highly honoured f I Ihall incur the fame reflec- 
tion with Ogilby, of having nothing good but 
my decorations » 

3E 3 I HAVE 



\ / 
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I HAVE been walking in the Mall to-night. — '- 
The Duke was there, and was highly delighted 
with two dogs ; and flared at me more enor- 
mouQy than ever Duke did before. I do not 
know for what reafon ; unlefs for the fame which 
made him admire the other puppy-dogs, becaufe 
they were large ones. 

I EXPECT that in your neighbourhood, and 
in Warwickfhire^ there (hould be about twenty 
of my poems fold. I print it myfelf. I am not 
yet fatisfied about mottoes. That printed is this, 
** O, qua fol habitabiles illuftrat oras, maxime 
*^ principum !'' It muft be ihort, on account of 
the plate. 1 do not know but I may adhere to a 
very infignificant one : 

■ 

" En erit ergo 
** 111c dies, mihi cum liceat tua dicere fafta ! '* 

I AM pleafed with Mynde's engravings; and I 

can fpeak wkhout afFe£lation, that is 

not eqmlly in my thoughts. — One caution I gave 
Mr. W — y and it is what I would give Ko all my 
friends with whom I wilh my intimacy may con- 
tinue fo much as I wifli it may with you. Though 
I could bear the difregard of the town, I could 
not bear to fee my friends alter their opinion, 

which 
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which they fay they have, of what I write, though 
millions contradift them. It is an obftinacjr 
which / can boaft of, and they that have more 
fcnfe may furely infift on the liberty of judging 
for themfelves. If you ftiould faulter, I (hould 
fay you did Hot defer ve your capacity to judge 
for yourfelf. Write foon — you never are at a 
fault — " tantumraodo incepto opus eft, caetcra 
^* tes expediet." Adieu ! 

W. S, 



2^XL To the fame, from Town, on the Death 
. of Mr. Somervile, ^g, 

My good friend, i74?- 

OUR old friend Somervile Is dead! I did 
not imagine I could have been fo forry 
as I find myfelf on this occafion. " Sublatuni 
*^ quaerimus.'* I can now excufe all his foibles 5 
impute them to age, and to diftrefs of circum- 
ftances : the laft of thefe confiderations wrings 
my very foul to think on. For a man pf high 
fpirit, confciousof having (at leaft in one pro- 
duftion) generally pleafed the world, to be; 
plagued and threatened by wretches that are 

E 4 ^f^^ 
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low in eyerjr feafe ; to be forced to 4rink hiuj- 
felf into pain§ of the body in order tp get ri,4 
pf the pains of the mind, i§ a mifery which I 
can well conceive, becaufe I may, without va- 
nity, efteem myfelf his equal in point of oeco- 
noray, and confequently ought to have an eye 
on his misfortunes : (As you kindly hinted to me 
at twelve o'clock at the Feathers) I fhoujid re- 
trench ; — I will ; but you fhall not fee me :-77 
I will not let you know that I took your hint in 
good part. I will do it at (oUtary times, as I 
• may : and yet there will be fome difficulty in 
it; for whatever the world might efteem in 
poor Somervile, I really find, upoii critical eur 
quiry, that / loved him for nothing fo much as 
his flocci-naupi-nihili-pili-fics^tion of money. 

Mr. A— was honourably acquitted : LQr4 
A—, who was prefent, and behaved very info- 
iently they fay, was hiffed put of court. Thejr 
proved his application to the carpenter's foi^, to 
get him to fwear againft Mr. A — , though the 
boy was proved to have faid in feyeral compa- 
nies (before, he had been kept at Lord A— '^ 
houfe) that he was fure the thing was accidentaU 
Finally, it is believed he will recover the title 
pf A— ea, I 
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The apprehenfion of the whores, an4 
the fuflfocation of four in the roupd-houfe^ 
by the Jiupidity of the keeper, engroffes the 
talk of the town. The faid houfe is rebuild- 
ing every day (for the mob on Sunday night 
jdemolifhed it), apd i e-demplilhed every night. 
The Dukp oiF M — ^gh, J-^ S-— his brother. 
Lord C — G—y were taken into the round- 
boufc, and confined from eleven at night till 
pleven next day : i am not pofitive of the Duke 
pf M — gh ; the others are certain : and that 
a large number of people of the firft fafiiion 
went from the round-houfe to De VeiPs, to give 
in informations of their ufage« The juitice 
^imfelf feems greatly feared ; the prpfecution 
will be carried on with viqlence, fo as probably 
fo han^ the keeper^ and tl^ere is an end. 

Lord Bath-s coachman got drunk and tum- 
bled from his box, and he was forced to borrow 

Lord Qrford's. Wits fay, that it was but gra- 
titude for my Lord Orford's coachman to drive my 
Lord Bath, a$ my Lord Bath him/elf had driveu 
my Lord Orford. Thus they. 

I HAVS 
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I HAVE ten million things to tell you ; though 
they all amount to no more than that I wifh to. 
pleafe you, and that I am 

Your fincere friend 

and humble fervant, 

I AM pleafed tha; I can fay I knew Mr^ 
Somervile, which I am to thank you for. 



XXIL To Mr. Graves, on Benevolence and 

Friendihip. 

The LeafbwS) 
Dear Mr. Graves, Jan. 19, 1741-2^ 

IC ANNOT forbear immediately writing to 
you : the pleafure your laft letter gave mp 
puts it out of my power to reftrain the over- 
flowings of my benevolence. I can eafily con- 
ceive that, upon fome extraordinary inftances of 
friendfhip, my heart might htji fort attendri^ 
that I coiild not' bear any reftraint upon my 
ability to fhew my gratjtude. It is an obferva- 
.tion r.made upon reading to-day's paper, which 

contains 



V 
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contains an account of C. KhevenhuUer's fuccefs 
in favour of the Queen of Hungary. To 
think what fublime affeftion mufl influence that 
poor unfortunate Queen, (hould a faithful and 
zealous General revenge her upon her eiicmies, 
and reftore hdr ruined affairs ! 

Had a perfbn fliewn an efteem and affe&ion 
for thef joined with any elegance, or without 
any elegance in the cxpreffion of it, I ftiould 
have been in acute pain till I had given fome 
fign of my willingnefs to ferve him. — ^From all 
this, i conclude that I have more humanity 
than fome others. 

Probably enough I (hall never meet with a 
larger fliare of happinefs than I feel at prefenr. 
If not, I am thoroughly convinced, my pain is 
greatly fuperior to my pleafure. That pleafure 
is not abfolutely dependent on the mind, I 
know from this, that I have enjoyed happier 
fcenes in the Company of fome friends, than I 
can poflibly at prfifent; — ^but alas! all the time 
you and I (hall enjoy together, abftrafted from 
the reft of our lives, and lumped, will not per- 
haps amount to a fplid year and a half. How 
fmall a proportion ! 

> 

People 
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People will fay to one that talks thu«i 
«* Would you die ^* To fet the cafe upott a 
right footing, they mud take away the hopes of 
greater happinefs in this life, the fears of 
greater mifery hereafter, together with the 
bodily pain of dying, and addrefs me in a dif» 
pofition- betwixt mirth and melancholy ; and I 
c:ould eaiily refolve themt 

I DO not know how I am launched out fo far 
into this complaint : it is, perhaps, a ftrsdn of 
conftitutional whining ; the effeft of the wind--^ 
did it come from the winds ? to the winds will I 
deliver it : 

^* Tradam protervis in mare Creticum, 
** Portare ventis — •'* 

I WILL be as happy as my fortune will per- 
mit, and make others fo : 

. " Pone me pigris ubi nulla campis 
" Arbor aeftiva recreatur aura/* ♦ 

I WILL be fo. The jake is, that the defcripi 
tion which you gave of that country was, th^t 
you had few trees about you; fo that I (hould 
trick fortune if ihe ihpuld grant my petition 

implicitly, 
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implicitly. But in earned, I intend to come and 
ftay a day or two with you next fummcr. 

Miu Whiftler is at Mr. Gofling's, bookfeller, 
at the Mitre and Crown, in Fleet-ftreet, and 
enquired much after you in his laft letter to me. 
He writes to me ; but I believe his afFeflion for 
one weighs lefs with him, while the town is in 
the other fcale* Though he is^very obliging* 
I do not know whether I do right, when I fay 
I believe we three, that is, in folitary circum- 
ftances, have an equal idea of, and affeftion for, 
each other. I fay, fuppofing each to be alone, 
or in the country, which is nearly the fame; 
for fcenes alter minds as much as the air influ'^ 
enccs bodies. For inftance, when Mr. Whiftler 
is. in town, I fuppofe we love him better than 
he does us-; and when we are in towo j I fuppofe. 
the;fajw.may befaid in regard to hisu 

The: true burlefque of Spenfor (whefe cha- 
ra&eriftic is fimplicity) feems to confift in ^Jimple 
repsefentation of fuch things as one laughs ta 
fee or to- obferve one's felf, rather^ than in any- 
monftrms contraft betwixt the thoughts and* 
words. I cannot help thinking that my added 
%ozft$.h%ye; more>x>f his manner than: what you 

iavi 
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fa w before, which you are not a judge 6f, till 
you have read him. 

W. S. 



XiJCIII. To the fame, with fome Qbfervations 

on Spenser* 

Leafows, 
Dear Sir, ^^^ ^*y before Chriftmast 

THOUGH your Jaft letter feemed to put 
my correfpondence upon an oftentatious 
footing, namely, an inclination to be witty, yet 
I aflure you it was not any pun^ilious confide- 
ration of that kind that has kept me fo long 
filent. Indeed with fome people one would ftand 
upon the niceft punftilios ; for though ceremony 
be altogether lighter than vanity itfelf, yet it 
furely weighs as much as the acquaintance of 
the undeferving. But this is trifling, becaufe 
it can have no reference to a perfon for whom 
I have the greateft affection. 

Is( regard to my Oxford affairs, you did all 
Icould expeft. I have wrote fince to Mr. M— , 

whoj 
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Vfho, cither for your fake or mine, will, I dare 
fay, fettle them to my fatisfaftion. 

I WISH your journey and head-ach would have 
permitted you to have been a little more par- 
ticular concemiiig the feat of the Mufes; but 
I fuppofe nothing material diftinguiihed your 
fortnight. 

Mr. Whiftler has relapfed at Whitchurch ; 
but purpofed, when I lafl: heard from him, to go 
to London before this time. I do not entiriely 
underftand his fchemes, but {hould have been 
lincerely glad of his company with me this win- 
ter ; and, he fays, he is not fond of London. — 
I^or my part, I defigned to go thither the next 
month, but the fever (which is chiefly violent 
in towns) difcourages me. 

Some time ago,I read Spenfer'sFairyQueen- and, 
when I had finiflied, thought it a proper lime to 
make fome additions and corrections in my trifling 
imitation of him, the School-miftrefs. — His fub- 
jeS is certainly bad, and his aftion inexpreflibly 
cottfufed ; but there are fome particulars in him 
that charm one. Thofe which aflford the great* 
eftfcope for a ludicrous imitation are, hisiimpli- 
<ity and obfolete phrafe ; and yet thefe are what 

give 
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give one a very fingii}ar pleafure in the perufafi 
The burlefqtie which they occafion is of quite ** 
different kind to that of Philips^s Shilling, Cot- 
ton's Traveftic, Hudibras, or Swift's works ; 
but I need not tell you this. I inclofe a copy^ 
for your amufement and opinion ; which, if 
franks are plentiful, you may return, and fave 
me the tedious trouble of writing it over again/ 
The other paper vr2LSibona^de, written tb divert 
rny thoughts from pain, for the fame reafon that 
I fmoaked; adlions equally reputable^ 

. Mr- Somervile's poem upon hawking, called, 
^* Field Sports,** I fuppofe, is out by this time. 
It was fent to Mr. Lyttelton, to be read to tbd 
Prince, to whom it was infcribed. It fecms, he is 
fend of hawking^ 

I HAVE often thought thofe to be the moft 
enviable people whom one leaft entiesH— I be-» 
lieve, muTied men are' the happieC that are j 
bw I cannot fay I envy theni, beeaufe they lofc 
all' their m^rit in the eyes of other ladies. 

I BEG fincerely that you would write in a week's 
time at furtheft, that I may receive your letter 
bere, if I ibould go from home this winter. 
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I will never ufe any thing by way of conclufion, 
bur your old Roman 



Farewel ! 



W. Shbnstone. 



XXIV. To the fame, with a Continuation of the 

fame Subje&. 

Dear Mr. Graves! J'^ne, 1742^ 

I AM glad the ftay you make in Hcrefordihire 
amufes you, evea though it puts you upon 
preferring the place you refide at to my own 
place of refidence. I do not know whether it be 
from the prejudice of being born at the Lea- 
fows, or from any real beauty in the fituation ; 
but I would wifli no other, would fome'one, by 
an addition of two hundred pounds a year, put 
it in my power to exhibit my own defigns. It 
is what I can now do in no other method than on 
paper. I live in fuch an un-oecononiical man- 
ner, that I muft not indulge myfelf in ihe plan- 
tation of a tree for the future. I have glutted 

myfelf with the extremity of foUtude, and muft 

F adapt 
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adapt my expences more to fociable life. It is 
on this account that it feems more prudent for me 
to buy a chair while I am in town, than to carry 
down twelve guineas for the model of the tomb 
of Virgil, an urn, and a fcheme or two more of 
like nature.— I long to have my pidure, diftantly 
approaching to a profile (the beft manner I can 
think of to cxprcfs myfelf), drawn by Davifon. 
I have feen your lifter's, and think the face well 
done in every refpeft ; — ^but am greatly indigo 
nant with other things of a lefs jSxed nature^ 
The cap, though a good cap eiK)ugh, has a vile 
cfFeft; the formality of ftays, &c. not agreeable. 
— ^I do not know if you faw the pifture of a Scotch 
girl fhere at full length ! Mifs Graves has the ad-, 
vantage of her's, or ^ny pifture there, in her per-* 
fon ; but certainly this girl'$ bfiir is inexpreffibly 
charming ! . There is the genteeleft negligence 
in it I ever faw in any pifture : — ^what follows* 
but that I wilh your lifter would give orders xq 
pull off her cap, and have hair after the manner 
of this pifture ? — ^To fpeak abruptly ; as it />, I 
difapprov^ it: were it altered, I Ihould like it 
beyond apy I ever few. — ^I am glad you are read* 
4ng Spenfet : though his plan is deteftable, and 
his invention lefs wonderful than moft people 
imagine, who do not much confider the obvi- 
oufnefs of allegory; yet, I think, a perfon^of 
' .^ * your 
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your difpofition muft take great delight in his 
Jmplkityy his good-nlture, &c. Did you obferve 
a ftanza that begins a canto fomewhcre, ' 



li 



Nought is there under heav'n*s wide holiownefs 
« That breeds/' &c. 

When I bought him firft, I read a page or two. 
of the Fairy Queen, and cared not to proceed. 
After that. Pope's Alley made me confider him 
ludicroufly ; atid in that light, I think, one may 
read him with pleafure. I am now (as Ch — m- 
ley with - — ^)> from trifling and laughing at him, 
really in \ovt With him. I think even the metre 
pretty (though I fhall never ufe it in earneft) ; 
and that the laft Alexandrine has an extreme ma- 
jefty. — ^Does not this line ftrike you (I do not 
juftly remember what canto it is in) ; 

** Brave thoughts and noble deeds did evermore 
•** infpire.*' * 

Perhaps it is my fancy only that is end anted 
with the running of it. Adieu ! 

W, S. 



.i 
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XXV» To the fame, on the Publication of the 

School-miftrefs* 

Dear Mr. Graves ! 

J DEPENDED a good deal on an immediate 
-*- anfwer from yon, and am greatly fearful you 
cfever received a packet of little things, which I 
fent you to Oxford, inclofed ki a frank ; though, 
if it arrived at all, it muft have arrived fever a! 
days before you left it. I befeech you to fend 
me a fine upon the receipt of thefe, which will 
free me from much perplexity; though it is 
doubtful whether I can defer my fchcraes fo as 
to make your criticifms of fervice. I would have 

you fend them notwithftanding. 
I 

I CANNOT help confidering myfelf as a fportf- 
man (though God knows how poor a one in 
every fenfe!) and the company as my game. 
They Jly up for a little time ; and then fettle 
again. My cue is, to difcharge my piece wben^I 
obferve a number together. This week, they are 
draggling round about their pafture, the town : 
ihe next, they will flock into it with violent appe- 
tites ; and then I difcharge my little piece amongft 
them.--^I aiTure you, I (hall be very eafy about 

the 
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the acqulfitioii of any fame by this tiling ; all I 
much wifli is, to lofe none : and indiee4 I have 
fo little to Ipfe, jhat this confidcmion fcarcely af- 
fe^s me. 

I DARE fay it muft be very incorre^^; for 
I have added eight or ten ftanzas within thl^^ 
fortnight. But inaccuracy is more excufable in 
ludicrous poetry than in any other. If it ftrikes 
anyy it muft be merely pepple of tq/le; for peo- 
ple of wit without tafte (which comprehends 
the larger part of the critical tribe) will , una- 
voidably defpife it. I have been at fqme pains 
to fecure myfelf from A. Philjps's misfcKtune, of 
mere childijhne/s, " little charm of placid mien, 
*' &c." I have added a ludicrous index, puf ely 
to fhew (fools) that I am in jeft ;— and my mqttq 
^^ O qua fol habitabiles illuftrat oras, ma^ime 
^* principum", is calculated for tlie fame puf pofe. 
You cannot conceive hdw large the number ij of 
thofe that miftake burlefque for the very foolifhr 
nefs it expofes (which obfervation I made once 
at the Rehearfal, at Tom Thumb, at Chrononho- 
tonthologos ; all which are pieces of elegant hu- 
mour). I have fome mind to purfue this caution 
further 5 and advertize it, " The School-miftrefs, 
<* &c.*' A very childijh performance every body 
Icnaws (novorum more). But if a perfon feri- 
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oufly calls this, ,or rather, burlefque, a childiflb 
or low fpecies of poetry, he fays wrong; For 
the moft regular and formal poetxy may be 
called trifling, folly, and weaknefs, in compari- 
fon of what is written with a more mant^ fpirit 
in ridicule of it. — ^I have been plagued to death 
about the ill execution of my defigns.r — ^Nothing 
is certain in London but expence, which I can 
ill bear. Believe me, till death y 

Yours, Cncerely and particularly, 

W, SfJENSJON?, 



■ ' . I " ' » ■ " ] • [ .i f ^ ^ y . - " 



XXVI. To the fame; with a humourous De- 
fcriptipn of his Condud in regard to Form 
and Equipage. 

Dear Sir, The Lcafows, Nov. 174a. 

PRESUMING you may be at Tiffington 
by this time, I write to folicit a defcription 
of the feveral adventures, accidents, and phce- 
jQomena, that have amufed you in your travels ; 
and will equall;^ affeft me, as they relate "to, yoy. 
Above all things, be particular in regar4 to your 
calculations refpefting Mickleton. I would have 

ceftainty 
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certainly met you there, as you defired me: 
there is no company I am fonder of than yours, 
and your lifters ; and no place at which I have 
fpent more agreeable hours than Mickleton. 
But your brother has loft one of his recom* 
mendations in my eye ; that is, his irregularity 
of houfc'keeping. He has feveral left, which 
are fufficient to preferve my utmoft efteera ;,but 
that was a jewel indeed! I love to go where 
there is nothing much more in form than my- 
felf. I have no objeftion to vifit youngs unfettled 

peofkj with a mountebank's inconfiftericy in my 

equipage. But where a confiderable family 
keeps up its forms (as marriage requires), I 
fliould not care to appear with an hired horfe, 
and a Sancbo for my valet. The cafe is, I could 
live in a way genteel enough, and uniformly fo; 
but then, I muft forego megrims, whims, toys, 
and fo forth. . Now, though it gives mc pjiin, 
fometimesy not to appear of a piece ; yet that 
infrequent pain is not a balance fdr the fubftan- 
tial happinefs which I find in an urn, a feal, a 
fiiuflF-box, an engraving, or a buft* Ambition, 
too, as it puts me upon wifliing to make a figurfe, 
makes me very indifferent as to making a com- 
jpon, eyery-day-gentleinanly figure; and faves 

F4 me 
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mc from appearing folicitoiis about the " re« 
^^ mediocriier fplendidae/* by raifing riiy imagina* 
x\onJ>igher. I pour out my vanity to you in ca- 
tarafts ; but I hope you will rather coafider it as 
a mark of my confidence^ and^ confequently, m^ 
fincere eileem and aSeAion : for^ I take it, the 
former feldom fubflfts without the latter. Aod 
as to what I faid about my love of flattery, I 
hope, you will not conftrue it as any bint\ nei- 
ther, if I am right, would you be fo ungenerous 
as to comply with me. I (incerely think, that 
flattery amongft foes is abfolutely defirable ; 
amongft one's common acquaintance^ a behaviour 
father inclinnTg to it : but amongft friends ^ its 
cdnfequences are of" too dangerous a nature. 

I AM fo unhappy in my wintery, unvifited 
ftate, that I can almoft fay with Dido, " tasdet 
** coeli convexa tueri." ; I am miferable, to thinfe 
that I have not thought enough to imufe me. 1 
walk a day together ; and have no idea, but what 
comes in at my eyes. I long for fome fubjeft 
about the fize of Philips^s Cyder, to fettle hear- 
tily about ; fomething that I could enrich by 
epifodes drawn from theEnglifti hiftory: S/^«^- 
i>enge has fome of the advantages I like ; Init 
fecms a dead, Kfelefe title. If you chance i6 

think 
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tbink of a fubjcft which you 60 not cbufc to 
adorh yourfclf, fend' it mc to write uppn. 

I SHALL be taftly defirons to fee you here hi 
fpring ;' and am in hopes Whiftler will ftay i 
month whh n^e. I have fcnt an imperious letter 
about his dilatory correfpondence.— He men- 
iSoned you in his laft letter; was going to Ox* 
ford ; thence to London : where, if he ftays rill 
February, I may fee him. I hope you will write 
the very next poft : you cannot oblige me, ot 
J)lealfe me niore, than by fo doing; if you thinlt 
1 defcrve to be pleafed, or am worth obliging. 
Adieu! 



«* 



XXVII. To the fame^ from Town ; with a Spe- 
cimen of Plays and Politics^ 

• ■ . " • 

From Mr. Shuckburgh'i, 
*^ •» ^ • Bookfcllcr, in Flcctftrcct, 

Dear Mr. Graves, ^^^ Brother's Lodgings; 

' about 1743. 

I HAVE juft been spending my evening at a 
cofFee-houfe ; and, notwithftanding the con^ 

fufed cflfed of liquor, am^tting down to write to 
' * ^ a perfon 
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a perfon of the cleared head I know. The truth 
is> I write to pleafe myfelf^ which I can do no 
Other way fo effedually ; upon which account, 
you are obliged to me for the advances I jnake 
in correfpondence, Extraordinary things will 
be expefted from my Jituation ; but extraordi- 
nary things ought never to be expefted fro^\ ^/f . 
I keep no political company, nor dejire any, as, 
J' believe, you know. .If you enquire after the 
flage,T^I have not feen Garrick ; but, more for- 
tunately for you^ your brother basi Me po- 
t;lung has fo much tranfported as young Gibber's 
exhibition of Parolles, in Shakefpear'^ " M's 
^* well that ends welU^ The charafter is admi- 
rably written by the author ; and, I fancy, I can 
difcover a great number of hints which it has af- 
forded to Congreve in his Bluff. I am apt to 
think a perfon, after he is twelve years old, 
laughsannually lefs andlefs: lefs heartily, how- 
ever ; which is much the fame. I think Gibber 
elicited from me as fincere a laugh as I can ever 
recolleft. Nothing, fure, can be comparable to 
his reprefentation of Parolles in his bully^cha- 
rafter ; except the figure he makes as a fiiabby 
gentleman. In his firft drefs he is tawdry, as 
you may imagine: in the laft, hewearsarufty 
black coat, a black ftock, a black wig with a 
Jlamillic^ ^ p^if Qf black gloves ; and a face!-^ 

wh}(;I\ 
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mhkh caufes five minutes laughter. — — Inftead 
df politics^ I have tranfcribed thefc epigrams 
from the Evening Poft-fthough t hate tran- 
fgribing ; 



^* The CHorcE, to Sir Robert 



** When oppofition againft power prevaird j 
^^ When artful eloquence and bribery fail'd ; 
** Timely you quit the ihip you could not ftecr, 
<^ Difdain the commons, and afcend a peer : 

." Gonfcious that you deferve to bleed or fwing^ 
♦* You chufe the axe as qobler than the ftrin^.** 

'^ Tb? OpppsiTioN, 

^^ With huge Aptceus as Alcides drove, 
" The fpn of Neptune one, and one of Jove, 
^^ Oft aa he threw the giant on the ground, 
** His ftrength redoubled by the fall he found* 
** . Th' uji\Y>eMy monfter, fprung of motjier 

« Earth, 
f ' From her had vigour, as from her he'd birth : 
" Enragy, the hero a new method tries ; 
^* High lift§ in air, and, as he mounts, he dies.'* 

I THINK the laft a good thought; the firft not 
^ bad onC;, and what I have Had in my head a 

thoufand 
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thoufand times. I faw Mr. Fitzberbert at Nan^ 
do's, bat chofe not to reconnoitre him there, 
though to aik after you. I parpofe waiting on 
him at hi$ lodgings, for the fame end. Pray 
write foon to me. I wifh I could fay more to 
defervc it from you — I would fain deviate from 
the common road in every letter I fend you ; but 
am fo very uniformly your friend, that I cannot 
vary my manner of expreiling how much I am 
fo, which is all my letters aim at. Adieu ! 

W. Sh£NSTON£. 



XXVIIL To the fame, with various Schemes of 

Ck>mpofition. 

Dear Mr. Graves, Feb. 1743, 

YO U fay it is no way unpl^afing to you to 
' receive my letters ; if you fay the thing 
that is not, the fault, like others, produces its 
own punifliment.— You arc now my only cor- 
irefpondent. 1 do not know what reafon Whiftlcr 
has for not caring to write, unlefs he thinks that 
We ought not to trouble ourfelves about one ano^ 
^ thct, but bend our whole endeavours to mend 

4 
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our fortunes ; though I do uot know his imagi- 
nadoas. I was afraid^ after what I had faid 
conccTning Jamenefs in my laft, that you would 
interpret it to your own difadvantage ; but was 
too lazy to write my letter again, trufting that I 
could deny the extent of my complaint to any 
one befides myfelf in fomc future letter. There 
is as much variety in your genius, as fortune can 
introduce into your circumftances* 

Some time next week, do I purpofe to fee 
out for London. The reafons for my going at 
all do barely preponderate. I cannot, confci^ 
entiou/Jy, print any thing. I ha^e two or three 
little matters in hand : none that I am greatly 
fond of, much lefs that are at all mature. One 
is, what you hate feen, though in its mortal 
ftate, ** Flattery, or the fatal Exotic ;" — fo very 
quotidian and copious a fubjeA, that I diflike it 
entirely. Another, ** Elegies in Hammond's Me- 
" tre,'* but upon real and natural fubjefts : this 
I have objeftions to. A third, "An Effay on 
" Referve f the fubjeft genteel, I think, but 
fcarce ten lines finiihed. A fourth, ** An Effay, 
** in blank Verfe, on Oeconomy, with Advice to 
" Poets on that Head, concluding with a ludi- 

** crous Defcription of a Poet's Apartment." 
I think it were better to anne99^ that poem thus, 

to 
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to prevent its clafhing, like an earthen pot, 
againft Philip8*s liiyer vafe, though his humour 
lies chiefly in the language. My favourite 
fcheme is a poem, in blank verfe, upon Rural 
Elegance^ including cafcades, temples, grottos, 
hermitages, green-houfes, which introduces my 
favorite epifode of the Spaniih lady (you will 
wonder bow^ but I think well J to clofe the firft 
book. The next, running upon planting, &c. 
will end with a vifta terminated by an old abbey, 
which introduces an epifode concerning the 
effefts of Romifh power, interdlfts, &c. in imi- 
tation of Lucretius's " Plague of Athens," taken 
from Thucydides, Virgil's Murrain, and Ovid's 
Peftilence, &c. The two epifodes in great 
forwardnefs; — ^but^ atas! I do not like formal 
dida£Uc poetry, and ifaall never be able to finifli 
aught but the epifodes, I doubt : unlefs I allow 
myfelf to treat the reft in my mm man- 
ner, tranfiently-^as Camilla ikifnmed over the 
wheat-ftubble* 

I HAVE altered this ballad, you fee ; I doubt, 
not to your mind: but fend your criticifms, and I 
will be all obedience. From London I will fend 
you mine on your more important poem; your cri- 
tique will be important upon my filly affair; mine 
CJly, I am afraid, upon your momentous one — 

but 
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but you do . not think it momentous^ as you 
ought. DireA to Nando's. I am 

Your mod fincere and affectionate friend 



and humble feryant;, 



W. S, 



I QUESTION whether I (hould be more un- 
happy in any mere mechanical employment; 
for inftance, making nails (which feems to deal 
as much in repetition as any trade), than I am in 
great part of my time when my head is unfit 
for ftudy. — My neighbour is gone to London, 
and has left me a legacy of franks, fo I (hall he 
able to return yourpoem^ &c«at lead by parcels, 
I ftrenuoufly purpofe to be there (or to fet out) 
next week ; but, as I am here at prefent, I think 
you ought to pay fomc deference to the v/x 
inertia^ at lead to the centripetal force of mat- 
ter, and dircft to the Leafows one more letter, 
with your opinion concerning the yarious read- 
ings in the trifle I inclofe, writing the firft poll 
that you well can. — Once more adieu ! 

Feb* i6, 1743. 



XXIX, To 
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XXJX^ To the fame. 

Dear Mr. Graves, 174^., 

DR. Swift would not have fcrupled to print 
your parody, with his name tb it; Why 
Ihould you, nvithout your name? I had a vio* 
lent inclination to print it In a lai'ge folio, four 
leaves, price four-pctice ; but I dare not do it, 
for fear you fhould think it of evil importance 
with regard to the clergy. . You cxcell me infi- 
nitely in a way in which I take moft'pleafure ; 
odd pi^^urefque defcription. Send me word 
whether I (hall print it or no— and that right 
foon. — ^I have lingered in town till now, and 
did not receive your letter till this morning.^ — 
I do not know whether I (hall fend you with this 
letter a lltde thing which I wrote in an afternoon, 
and, with proper, demands of being concealed 
as the author, fold for two guineas. Next 
time I am in town, I will get money like a ha« 
berdaiher. I will amufe myfelf with finding 
out the pcaple*s weak fide, and fo f urnifli them 
whh/uitable nonfenfe.^-A would have you do the 
fame. — ^Make your wit bear your charges. In* 
deed, as to the little parody you fend, it would 
fix your reputation with men of fcnfe as much as 
(greatly more than) the whole tedious, character 

Of 
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df Parfon Adams* I read it half a year ago ; 
the week after I came to town ; but made Mr. 
Shuckburgh take it again, imagining it alto- 
gether a yery mean performance.-— I liked a 
tenth part pretty well ; but, as Dryden fays of 
Horace, (unjuftly) he Ihews hia teeth without 
laughing : the greater part is unnatural and un^ 
humourous. It has , fome advocates ; but, I ob-» 
ferve, thofe not fuch as I ever efteemed tafters. 
Finally^ what makes you endeavour to like it ? 

My printer waa preparing his bill for the 
School-miftrcfs, when I flopped him fhort, with 
a hint to go to Dodfley, who has not yet. reck- 
oned with me for Hercules. Let the dead bury , 
their V^^. . Dr. Young's Complaint is the beft 
thing that has come put this feafon (thefe twen^ 
ty years^ Pope fays) except mine, for fo thinks 
every author, who docs think proper to fay fo : 
poor Pope's . hiflory, ip Gibber's Letter, and the 
print of him upon the Mount of Love (the coarfeji 
is mod humourous Jy muft furely mortify him. 
Your fiilet does me great honour to think my hint 
any. thing ; but I am quite zealous in my appro** 
bation of that Scotch lady's hair. I will ever 
iim at oddnefsi for the future ; it is cheaper to 
follow tafte than faftiion, and whoever \it be 
ihat devotes himfelf to tafia will be odd of 

O Cc^urfe. 
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courfc— ^You fend me the verfes on Lord Hay f 
they were hacked about town three months agoy 
and I faw them* The town is certainly the 
fcenc for a man of curiofity.-— I do not purpofe 
to be long away ; but I muft think of retrench- 
ing* — I ha^e ten thoufand things^ ta'telf yoUy 
but I have not room. S«ch . pe^k as wr 
ftotttd meet ZBt regularly to compare notes as^ 
tradefmen do to fettle accounts, but oftefaerj 
there is no good comes of long reckonings }-— ;» 
I (hall forget half— I think it Ihould be fouir 
days in a fortnight — ^it woukl not do ^— it would 
iftake one mindful of, and confequently more 
un^afy on account of, abfence. Every one gct» 
pofts, preferments, but myfelf. — Nothing h^% 
my ambition can fet me on a footing with, them^ 
and make me eafy. Come then, Iprdly pride t 
•&c. The devil thought with me in Milton„ 

** All is not loft, th' unconquerable will, 
. *• And ftudy never to fubmit pr yield*'* 

I HAVE been in new companies; but I fee t^ 
reafon to contradift my aifertion, that I &s3L 
none I like equally with you. Adieu ! * 

W» Shenstonb* 



XXX. To 



1 
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^XX. Td Mn Jago, from Londdiii 

bear frifend, l74i^ 

1 SHALL fend ydti but a vtry few lines^ 
being fo much indifpofed with a cold, that I 
tan fcarce tell how to cbnneft a fentence* I am 
juft got into lodgings at a gold-fmlth's — a dan- 
gerous fituation, yoti will fay^ for me j " Aftiim 
" eft, ilicet, perilftiP^ Not fo;-^for of late I 
have not fo violent sl^ tafte for toys as I have: 
had ; and I can look evfeb oh fnulF-boxes " dculo 
" irretorto.^' 

LdNDON is really dangerofas at this time ; tlii 
{)ick-pockets j foriherly Gbntetit with mttcjilching, 
taiake no fcruple td knock people down with 
bludgeons in Fk^Ujh^et and the Strand^ ^nd 
that ^t no later hour thin eight o'clock at 
iiight : but iti the Piazzas, Coven t*garden, they 
conie iri large bodiesj arnied with couteaus, add 
attack whole parties^ fd that the danger of 
coming out df the play-houfes is of fome Weighf 
in the oppofite fcale. When I ata difpofed to gd 
to them ofteiieJ: than I ought. --^There is a poen* 
of this feafouj called " The Pleafures of Ima- 
** gination,"" worth your reading j but it is att 

G 2 expcnfive 
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^bxpenfiye quarto ; if it comes out in a lefs fize^ I 
will bring it home with me. Mr. Pope (as Mr^ 
Outing, who has been with Lord Bolingbcoke^ 
informs me) is at the point of death.— My Lord 
Carteret ^aid yefterday in the houfe, " That 
•* the French and Spaniards had aftually /asd^ 
•* they would attempt a fccond invafion.*'-^- 
There is a new phy afted at Drury Lane, " Ma*- 
•* hornet/' translated from the French of Vol*, 
taire; but I have no great opinion of the fub- 
jeft, of the original author as tf poet ; and nqr 
jdiffidence is rather improved by the teftimony of 
ifaofe who have feen it. — ^I lodge between the 
two coiFee-houfes, George's and Nando's, io 
that I partake of the expenfivenefs of both, as 
heretofore'. I have no acquaintance in town, 
and but flender inducement to flay; and yet, 
j)robably, I fliall loiter here for a month. 

T — B— was knighted againft his will, and 
had a demand made upon him for an hundred 
pounds before he could get out of St. Jamcfvfs ; 
fo foon are felt the inconveniencies of gran- 
deur !-*^He done ojjt of the court in a violent 
rage, " <J-r-<l ! Jack, what doft . thiak I — ^I am 
" knighted I-— the devil of a knight, c'faith*!'' 
I believe he was.finccrc Itkhis difguft ; for there 
had been two barge-mafters knighted in his 
neighbourhood fome time before. : .< 

I SAW. 
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1 SAW, cortfmg up, J,ady Fane's grotw, 
/»rhich,.thcy fay, coft her $vc thaufand pounds $ 
>bout three tanes as Qiuch as h^r hou/e is Worth* 
It k a very begLUtiful difpofition of the fineff 
cpl)fcdion of fliells I ever faw — ^Mr^ Powis's 
woods, which arc finer. — ^Meaa time, if I had 
threif hundred pounds to lay out abourthe Lea- 
jfows, I could bring my ambition to peaceable 
tennis, i am, dear Sir, with all afie^ion, yours 
jind Mrs. Jago*s. 

W, Sh£nsxone^ 

Write fpqn. It 1^ thi? i^pmcqt fcported tMti 
Pope is dead. 



r 
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XXXI. To *c-6ine. 



Dear Sir, 1743' 

I LONG heartily to tallc €ty;ef affiiirs with 
yba the i tiu ; but am an iitbr enemy ta 
che £mgue of tranferibing what might pafs 
well enoi^h in converi^tion.-*-! fhall fay ndxhing 
more concemiiig my departure from L— r^ than 
HffX it was ncccflary, and therefore excufable. — 



. » 
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1 have been fmce with a gentleman upon thc^ 

bordersKjf Wales, Bilhop's Caflje, fromvbenco 

I made a digreffion qne day beyond Oflfa's Dyke : 

faw mountains which converted all that I had. 

fcen into mole-hills' ; aiid houfes which cbange4 

the Leafows into Hampton Coi^rt : where they 

talk of Zf glazed window as a piece of magni* 

ficence; and where their higheft idea pf hi^ 

Majefty is, t^at he can ride in {\ic\l a coach a^ 

'Squire Jones qr 'Squire Pryce's. The woman 

pf the inn, "^t one place, faid, " Glafs (iq 

f * windows) was very genteel, t^iat it was ; bu^ 

^* flxc c6uldnot stfford fucli finery/*- 

Yqu agree with the reft qf th{: married 
world in a propenfi^y tp make profejytes. Thi$ 
inclination in fome people gives one a kind pf 
dread of the matter. They are ill-natured, and 
fan only wife oi^e in theii- own (late becaufe 
they arc unhappy ; like^ perfpns that have the 
plague, who, they fay, are ever dextrous tq 
propagate the infeAipn. I make a contrary 
f onciufion when you commend marriage, as yoi; 
fecm to doj when you wifh Mifs — r may recon- 
(:ile me to mo^e than the name of wife* I know 
not what you have heard of my amour : prd- 
babiy Tfwre than I cs^n thoroughly confirm to 
yqu* 4^4 W^^^ if I ihould fay to you, that 

marriage 
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«garriage was not once the fubie£l of our con- 
verfatbn ? 

— ^— " Ncc'conjugis unquam 
** PjrsetCBdi taedas, aut hsec in foedcra veni.'* 

Do not you think every thing in qaturc 
ftrangely improved fince you i?vere married, fronji 
che tea-tablie to the warming-pan ? 

I WAHT to fee Mrs, Jago's hand-writing, that 
t may judge of her temper ; but (he muft write 
fomething in my praifp. Pray fee yoa to it, in 
your next letter* 

I COULD parbdize my l,ord Carteret's letter 
from Dettingen, if I had it by me. *^ Mrs. 
" Arnold (thanks be praifed!) has this day gahied 
^* a very confiderabie viftory. The fcold laftei 
" two hours. Mrs. S--re was ppfted in the hall, 
^* and Mrs. Arnold upon the ftair-cafe ; which 
^* fuperiority of ground was of no fmali fervice 
** to her in the engagement. . The fire lafted 
^ the whole fpace, without intermiffion ; at the 
** clofe of which, the enemy was routed, and 
^^ Mrs. Arnold kept the field.'* 

G 4 Dip 
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Did 70U hear the fong to the tune of ** The 
"Cuckow?" • .il 

" The Baron flood behind a tree, 

" In woeful plight, for nought hcar4 he 

" But Cannon, Cannon^^ &c, ^ 

•* O word of fear ! 
*' Unpleafing to a German ear." 

The notes that fall upon the word " Can- 
** non," exjJrcfs the found with its echo admi* 
rabljr. 

I SEKP you my paftoral elegy (or ballad^ 
if you think that name more proper), on condi- 
tion that you return it with ample remarks in 
your next letter: I fay " return it,** becaufe I 
have no other copy) and am too indolent to 
t9>keone. Adieu! 

I - 

w. s. 
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XXXIL To Mr. GravejI^ defcribii^ his Situa* 
tiooj and State of Healtb^ &c« 



Dear Mn Grares, 



The Lea(bw$. 



TO-MORROW morning I fet out for 
Cheltenham! to make trial of the waters 
there. I fhall, perhapsi add to this letter at 
feveral ftages> and conclude it at the place to 
-which I am going ; fo that, like thofe fprings, 
you may, perhaps, find it impregnated with 
the nature of all thofe places through which it 
pafles ; perhaps quite the contrary. 



,if I miftake not the man, is an encpurager 

of works of tafte, &c. thov%h I am going to 
ioftance diis oddly : he was a hearty ftickler for 
my poem upon Hercules at Bath, a& D. Jago fent 
me word. Perhaps it was complaifance to Mr. 
Lyttelton, with whom, Charles, &r. he is 
intimate, if, as I faid before, I do not miftake 
the perfon. I flatter myfelf, I do not ; and I 
hope that we two fliall ever find the fame per- 
ibns, or the fame kind of perfons, our friends^ 
and alfo our enemies. 



.J 
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If I get over this ill habit of body, depen4 
upon it, I w/7/have a reverend care of my health, 
as Sir John Falftaff advifcs the Chief Juftice. 
I folve all the tempefts that difturb my confti^ 
tution into wind: it plagues me, firfti in the 
ihape of a bad appetite, th^p iodigieftion, thcoi 
Ipwnefs of fpirits and ^ ^M^sf. of p^i^ wsiter, and 
at night by w^tchings^j rcilleffnefs, twitchingSr 
Qf my ijejvcs, pr a fleep more diftrafted thaq 
the moft aftive ftate of watchfulpcfs, 3ut I 
think purging {eiTens ^1 thefe fymptons, and \ 
truft my fchemis i^% J iw eptcrjujg upoa ^ 
right. 

I WAS, on Monday, at Hsiglcy, to wait ov^ 
Mr. Lyttelton, who was gone to Sir John Aft- 
ley's, to fee his grand cdifice.rrr^As to Mrs, 
Lyttelton, if her affability is not artificial, I 
mean, if it does not owe its original (as it ou^H 
tQ do its management) to art, I cannot conceive a 
perfon more amiable ;— -but fenfe and . elegance 
cannot be feigoipd : to exhibit th^m, i% to havq 
them. 

How is my fong fet I Mifs Carrington procured 
it that favour ; btit I have never feen a copy, 
lapr knew of its bein^ to be printed. Howard 

has 
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Jias fct another of mine, which I received laft 
poft ; but my harpfichord is out of order, and I 
hav^ found no one yet to explain the hierogly? 
phics which convey it. You may probably 
find it in fome future number of the Briti(h 
Orpheus. " By the fide of a ftream, &c.'' 

I AM m as good fpirits this inftant as ever I 
was in my life : only " Mens turbidum laetatur.*' 
My head is a little confufed ; but I often think 
ferioufly, that I ought to have the mod ardent 
;ind f radical gratitude (as the Methodifts chufe 
to exprefs themfelves) for the advantages that I 
have; which, thpugh not eminently fhining, 
^e fuch> to fpeak the truth, as fuit my particu* 
|ar humour, tnd, confequently, deferve all 
kind of acknowledgement. If a poet fliould 
9ddrefs himfelf to God Almighty, with the 
mod earned thanks for his goodnefs in allotting 
him an eftate that Was over-run with (hrubs, 
thickets, and coppices, variegated with barren 
rocks and precipices, ^ or floated three parts in 
four with lakes and tnkrihes, rather than fuch an 
equal and fertile fpot as the " fons of men" de- 
light in ; to my apprehenfion, be would be guilty 
pf no ^bliirdity. — ^But of this I hare compofed 
^ kind of prayer, and intend to write a little 

fpeculativn on the fe^jeff t ^^^ ^^ ^ S^" 

titude 
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tiiude I afTurcdly ought to have» and have. 
For my health» if one rcflefts, a country-fel- 
low's fiock of. it would be unfit foe ibUtude; 
would djfpofe one rather to bodily feats^ and» 
jirbat Falflaff calh in Poins, gambol faculties, 
than mental contemplations, and would give 
one that kind of pain which fprings from impa- 
tience. My conftitution was given ^e originally 
good ; and with regard to it now (as G. Barn- 
well fays) *' Whit am I ? — ^What / have, made 
V^Jelf!^ Or, (o fpcak with Milioh, 

" Him after all djfpmes 
" Forc'dlabfolvc; all my'evafions vain, 
** And reafonings^ thb* thro* mazes, only kad 
" But to my own conviftion, Firft and lad " 
' '^ On me, me only, as the fource and fpring 
^ Of all corruptioiii all the blame lights due^'* 

though this is but vulgarly exprcdlpd in Milton 
neither. 

Jago has been here this lad week, and I 

drove him to Dudley Caftle» which I long t<^ 

ihew you : I never faw it (fincc I was t&e fize 

of my pen) before: it has great romantic 

|)eauty, though perhaps Derb'yflurcxaay rende^ 

^t of fmall note in your cy<J% '^ ^:] '^^'' 

4 One 



>-^M 



^ "^ 



1^ iE t t E R S. 



9i 



One i$ tempted to addrefs the K-^ as Harry 
ifae Eighth does his wife^ mutatis mutandis : 

** Go thy ways, George! 
*" Whoe'er he be that (hall affert he has 
** A boldo" kingi let him in nought be 

" tniftcd 
• For faying fklfc in that-r— <i — *'/ 

I' HAVE a mind to write an ode in praife of hlm^ 
and in rivalihip of Gibber. — ^Mine ihould be of 
the ballad ftyle and familiarity, as expreifing ilie 
fendmencs of a per fop returning from a dillike 
to a thorough approbation of him, which feems^ 
at prefent, the fenfe of the nation* — ^But herein 
I am not in earneft.-T- 

Mr/pen has run on a whole page at randpni* 
It amufes me to encourage it, and fo I will try to 
get a frank. 

I AM this moment arrived at Cheltenham^ af^ 
tcr aa^cxpenfive and fatiguing journey. I called 
yefterday at Mickletpn ; faw the portico, and 
fnapped'up a bit of mutton at your brother's,; 
drank z dilh of tea with Mifs S — ; and, in op- 
po&tion to the ftrongeft remonitrances^np^rixfted 

ia 
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in an endeavoar to reach Cheltenham after fit^ 
#'clock. The confequence Vims, that, about 
ten» I fotind myfelf travelling batk again tb& 
wards Stowe} and had Undoubtedly wandered 
all night in the dark, hsUi I not been fortunately 
met by a Waggoner's fervant* who brought md 
back to the worft inn but One I erer lay at, 
being his mafter's.— Here I anl : which is all t 
iball fay iii this letter* 

Adieu ! 

W. S. 



% 

XXXIIL To Mr. JagO| on the fame* 

The j^afows, Saturday^ 

Dear Mr* Jago, . July the 9th, t ^43. 

IT is not a contrived apology, of art excufe^ 
which I am going to offer for the difappoint-* 
llients I hive given you* I hare aftually been 
fo much out of order ever fince I Wrote to yoii^ 
nay, ever fince I formid a dejign of a Sunday 
espeduiob to L-— , that it never has been ift 
my f(met to execute my intentions. My vertigo 
hai not yti taken away my fenfes : God knows 
5 how 
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&oW fbon it may do ; but my nerres are in fuch 
a co&dicion^ that I can fcarce get a wink of even. 
difordered reft for whole nights together. May. 
you never know the mifery of iTuch involuntary 
tigiis ! I ride every day almoft to fatigue ; which 
only tends to make my want of fleiep more /en-' 
fibUy and not in. the leaft to remove it* I hav^ 
fpirits all day^ good <»ies ; though my head i^ 
dizzy, and I never cncerprize any lludy ot 
greater fubtlety than a news-paper. I cannot 

fay the journey to L would be at all forjni^ 

dable to me ; for* I ride about fifteen miles, as I 
compute it, every day before dinner. But the 
flights, from home, would be infupportable to 
me^ I have fatigued Mrs. Arnold'^ affiduity, 
to the injury of her health ; by oceafionmg her 
to fit in my room a'nights, light my candle^ put 
it out again,, make me perfpiratory wheys, and 
Hops % and am amufed by the mod filly animad- 
verfions ihe is capable of making. I never knew 

her ufefuloefs till now ; but I noyj prefer her to 
all of her Jiation. If I get over this drforder, 
concerning which I have bad apprehenfioos, you 
may depend upon feeing me the firfl Simday I 
dare veatiH-e forth^^ I hope j^2r comimEie mend« 
. jng* The benefit of ridipg is only not univer-^ 
fal, and would cure 7ne too. could I but make 
one previous advance towards health^ Have yoa 

fried 
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crie^ ^61^' bathing? t^erhapsi it may not fuif 
your cafc< t inth I had hot dro^t it. I take my 
fluftuadoii of nerves to be caufed^ as that of the 
fea iS| by wind ; which 1 am continually pump* 
iag up, and yet find it dill renewed* When t 
am joft finking to fleep^ a fudden twitch of my 
nerye$ calls me back again — to watchfulneisi and 
vexation ! I confider my felf as in the ftate c^ 
the philofopher, who held a bullet benvixt his 
finger and thumb, which^ whenever he was about 
CO nod, was curdered ifo as to fall into a large 
brafs pan,\ and wake him*— that he might pur- 
fue his lucubrations. 

I WILL mention one circumftance regarding the 
wealfinefs of my nerves ;— and not my fpirits^ 
for I told you thofe were tolerable : — ^the leail 
noife that is, even the falling of a fire-fhovel upon 
the floor, if it happen unexpeftedly, (hocks my 
whole frame ; and I adually believe that a gun 
fired, behind my back, unawares, aaiiidft the 
ftillnefs of the night, would go near to kill me 
with its^noife* 

I AM* juft going to bed; und dare not be any 
more attentive, as I hope to clofc my eyes for a 
inintite. So hrc Tou wdl I 

It 
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At- is now fiic o'clock in the momingi' aiid I haTe 
bad about five hours middilmg fleep; which encoU* 
^ . xages-me greatly : fo I will hope to be able to fee 
you next.Sunday fevennight* . 

•■.'■'•• • • . < 

What thiak you of the.b«kttle? Are not you 
fo much, in Ipye with our King, th;it you could 
find in your heart to ferve him in any profitable 
poft he might aflign you ? 

...... •* . • ■ ..*...« 

Capt, L .." u i j is wounded ui tbe^ thigh. * 

' . _ .• , - . ■ ; .V. . . .« 

When I ride in my chair xound my neigh- 
bourhood, I am as much flared and wondered at, 
as a giant woniild h^ that fhpuld walk through 
Pall-mall. , My^ vehicle i$ at l^afi at uncommon 
. hereabouts ^^s a blazing, comcii;. My chief plea- 
fure lies in finding out a tbaufand road.% and de-* 
. lightfoL little haunts ttear hoipe^ which I never 
dreamt of : egregious folitudes, and moft incom- 
parable bye-lanes ! where I .(:;an as efFeflu^ally 
lofe myfQlf within a mile of home, iis if I were 
benighteU in the defarts of Arabia. Adieu I 
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c 

a:XXIV. To Mr. Graves, written in Hay* 

Harvell. 

Dear Mr. Graves, July 3, 1743. 

ID I D not part from you without a great 
deal of melancholy. To think of the Jbort 
duration of thofe inteririews which are the ob- 
jefts of one's continual ynQ:!ktSi has been a reflec- 
tion that has plagued me of old ! I am fure I 
returned home with it then, more aggravated as 
I forefaw myfelf returning to the fame feries of 
melancholy hours from which you had a while 
relieved me, and which I had particularly fuf- 
fered under all this laft fpring ! I wifh to God, 
you might happen to be fettled not far from me: 
a dayVjourney diftance, however; I mean, an 
eafy one. But the odds are infinitely againft 
me. I muft only rely for my happinefs on the 
hopes of a never-ceafing correfpondencc ! 

Soon after you were gone, I received my 
packet. The hiftory of Worcefterftiire is mere 

ftuff. T- ■ I am fo fond of, that, I believe, I 

fliall have his part of the colleftion bpund over 
again, neatly and feparately. But fure Ham* 
mond has no right to the leaft inventive merit, 

.5 as 
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as the preface-writer would infinuate. 1 do 
mi think there is a firigle thought, of Jitiy 
eminence, that is not literally tranflated. I am 
aftoniflied he could eolitent himfelf with being fa 
little an original. 

Mr. Lyttelton and his lady are at Hagley* 
A malignant caterpillar has deraoliftied the beauty 
df all our large oaks. Mine are fecured by their 
littlenefs. But, I guefs, the park fuffers ; a large 
wood near me being a mere winter-piece for na- 
kednefs. 

At ptefent, I give myfelf up to Hding and 
thoughtleffnefs } being refolved to make trial of 
tkeir efficacy towards a tolerable degree of health 
and fpirits. I wifh I had you for my direftor. 
I fhould proceed with great confidence of fuc- 
cefs ; though I am brought very low by two or 
three fits of a fever fince I iaw you. Had I 
written to you in the midft of my difpirited con- 
dition, as I was goings you would have had a 
more tender and unaffefted letter than I can wri e 
at another time i what I think, perhaps, at all 
times ; but what fickoefs can alone elicit from a 
tamper fesrful of whining^ 
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Surety the "nunc formofiiEinus annus" is to 
be limired to hay-harveft. I could give my rca- 
foils : but you will imagine them to be the afti- 
vity of country people in a pleafmg employment; 
the full verdure of the fnmmer ; the prime of 
pinks, woodbines, jafmincs, &c. I am old ; 
very old ; for few things give me fo much me- 
chanical pleafure as lolling on a bank in the 
very heat of the fun. 



" When the old come forth to play 
" On a fun-lhine holiday — *' 



» 

And yet it is as much as I can do to keep Mrs. 
Arnold from going to neighbouring houfcs in 
her fmock, in defpite of decency and my known 
difapprobation. 

I FIND myfelf more of a patriot than' I ever 
thought I was. Upon reading the account of the 
battle, I found a very fenCble pleafure, or, as the 
Methodifls term ir, perceived my heart enlarged, 
&c. The map you fent me is a pretty kind of 
feyy but does not enough particularize the fcenes 
of the war, &c. which was the end I Had in view 
when I feat for it. 

" O DURA 
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*^ O DURA mefforum ilia !" About half the 
appetite, digeftion, ftrength, fpirits, &c. of a 
mower, would make me the happieft of mortals! 
I would be underftood literally, and precifely. 



Adieu ! 



w. a 



XXXV, To the fame^ after the Difappointment 

pf a Vifit. 

Dear Sir, 1743. 

I AM tempted to begin my letter as Memmius 
docs his harangue : ** Multa me dehortan- 
*^ tur a vobis, ni ftudium virtutis veftrse omnia 
** exfuperct^'*-^You contrive inter vie^vs of about 
a mimite's duration ; and you make appointments 
in order to difappoint one ; and yet, at the fame 
time that your proceedings are thus vexatiousj^ 
force, cote to bear teftimony to the ineftimable 
value of your fricndfhip ! I do infift upon it, 
that you ought to compound £<x the difappoint- 
mcnt you have caufed me, by a little letter every 
port: you ftay in town. I fliall now fcarce fee yau 
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till next furomcr, or fpring at fooneft ; and tbcn 
I may probably take occafion to vifit you, under 
pretence of feeing Perbyfhire. Truth is, your 
prints have given me fome curiofity to fee the 
original places. I am grateful for your inten* 

tions with regard to giving mc part of them, 
and impertinent in defiring you to convey them 
to me as foon as you can well fpare them. Let 
me know if they are fold feparately at the print 
ihops. I think to recommend them to my new 
acquaintance, Mr. Lyttehon Brown. I like the 
humour of the ballad you mention, but am 
more obliged for your partial opinion of me. 
The notes that fall upon the word " Cannon, 
" Cannon, '* are . admirably cxpreffive of the 
found, I dare fay: I mean, jointly with its echo ; 
and fo, I fuppofe, you will think, if you ever 
attended to the Tower-guns. I find 1 cannot af- 
ford to go to Bath previoufly to my London- 
journey 5 though I look uponJt as a proper me- 
thod to make my refidence in town more agreea* 
ble. I (hall, probably, be there about the firft 
of December ; or before, if I can accelerate my 
friend Whiftler^s journey. The pen I write 
with is the moft difagreeable of pens! But 
I have little elfe to fay ; only this, — ^that our good 
friend. Jack Dolman^ i$ dead at Aldridge ; his 
father^s benefice* 
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I BEG, if you have leifure, you would, inclofe 
me in a frank the following fongs, with the 
notes : " Stella and Flavia,'' ** Gentle Jeffy," 
" Sylvia, wilt thou wafte thy prime?'* and any 
other that is new. I ftiould be glad of that num- 
ber of the Britifh Orpheus which has my fong 
in it, if it does not coft above fix-pence. Make 
my compliments to your brother and fifter ; and 
believe me, in the common forms^ but in no 
common degree. 

Dear Mr. Graves's 

Mofl: affeftionate friend and fervant, 

TheLcaibws, W. Shenstone. 

Nov. 9th, 1743, . 

_ • 

Do write out the whole ballad of '* The Baron 

" flood behind a tree." 
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XXXVI. To the fame, on the Receipt of a Pre- 

fent of Prints. 

Dear Sir, . The Leafows, Dec. 23, 1743. 

YO U may reafonably have cxpcfl:ed a letter 
before now, either as an ackno\yledgmeut 
for your genteel prefeiu, or, at leaft, by way 
of information that I had received it. The 
prints have given me a pleafure, which, howe- 
ver confiderable, would foon have languifhed, if 
I had bought them at a* (hop ; but which is now 
built upon the efteem I have for the giver, and 
cannot have a more durable foundation. — As for 
the reft, I am moft pleafed with the view of 
Matlock, and iball have no peace of mind till I 
have feen the original. I have been gilding the 
frames, and wifhing all the while for your c<xn* 
pany. 

I WILL alter the ballad according to your ad-* 
vice \ dividing it into three parts, and adding a 
ftanza or two to the fliorteft, fome time or other, 
r I have had no opportunity of trying the tunes, 
** Arno's . vale ** has pretty words, and recom- 
mends itfelf to one's imagination by th^ probabi- 
* lity that it was written on a real occafion. The 
7 fimilitude 

% 
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(unilitude of rhimes in the clofe ioexcufable. For 
all that has been the fubje^ of my letter hitberto, 
as the country people fay, I can but thank youj 
and I do very iincerely ; though as to the ibngs I 
will re-pay you. 

I HAVE your poem by mc, which I have 
read oftQO "with the greatefl: pleafure. I have 
many obfervations to make ; and only defer the 
communication till I know whether you have a co- 
py at Tiifington to turn to. I think, the mod pa- 
lite and fidtabls title to it would run thus : " The 
Villa, a Poem ; containing a Sketch of the 
prefent Tafte in Rural Embelliihments, written 
ia 1740.'* Your preface has a pretty thought 
towards the clofe ; otherwife is on no account 
to be admitted* Pardon my freedom ; but,. I 
think, there is no manner of occasion £or a pre- 
face; and thofe ftfokes^ which I know to boreal 
mpdefly in you^ xhc world will undoubtedly ii!^- 
pute to affeftation. — ^If ygu give me encoura^- 
ment, I will be very minute in my criticifms, air 
lowing yovk tp.rejeft tea to one that you admit of. 

* 

Whistler i$ go^e to Briftol^ a^nd lu& bilked 
roe«— I iai4^ he is gone; but, I belicwi, hc.is 
Wly Ufi^n goijj^g,— I lingjer at horae^ in hoft?^ of 
gleaning up a little beai^di ; a^d. tIin)t^h-4 direi^d 

of 
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of being ill in a place where I can be lefs at- 
tended on. — ^I can continually y$W out fomething 
in my preceding diet that, I thinks diforders me ; 
fo that I am conftantly in hopes of growing well : 
— but, perhaps, I never fhall: 

^ Optima quaequc dies miferis mortalibus seyi 
*• Frima fugit, fubeunt morbi ** 

When I was a fchool-boy, I nerer knew there 
vjas any fuch thing as perfpiration ; and now^ 
half my time is taken up in confidering the im- 
mediate connexion betwixt that and health, and 
endeavouring to promote it- 
Ma. Lyttelton has built a kind of alcove in 
his park, infcribed, " sedes contemplatio- 
** Nis,** near his hermitage. Under the afore- 
fald infcription is " omnia vanitas : ** — ^the 
fides ornamented with (heeps-bones, jaws, fcuUs, 
&c. feflooh-wife. In a nitch over it, an owL 

As to fchemes, I have none with regard to 
the world, women, or books! And I hate, and 
have deferred writing to ydu (for fome days) for 
that reafon. I am iick of exhibiting fo much 
famenefs: — ^I am conftantly poring over fome 
Claffic, which I confider as one of Idlenefs's bet- 
ter 



I4 E T T E R S. 107 

ter Ihapes, But^I am impatient to be doing 
foraething that may tend to better my fituation in 
fomc refpeft or other. It is encourageme?2i can 
alone infpire one, 

« •* Malta & prseclare minantem 



'* Vivere nee re^e, nee fuaviter 



if 



cxpreffes the whole of me. Thus my cpiftles 
perfet^ere in the plaintive ftyie 5 and I queftioa 
whether the fight of them does not, ere now, 
givb you the vapours. I have an old aunt that 
vifits me fometimes, whofe converfation is the 
perfcft countefpart of them. She (hall fetch a 
long-winded figh with Dr. Young for a wager ; 
though I fee his Sufpiri^ are not yet finiflicd. 
He has relapfed into f* Night the Fifth**' I take 
his cafe to be wind in a great meafure, and would 
advife him to take rhubarb in powder, with a 
little^ nutmeg grated amongft it, as I do.—- 

Dear Mr, G-^! write down to me ; and be-* 
lieve TOC to be, invariably. 

Your mod fineere 

and obliged friend, &c. 

W, Sh£NSTON£« 

xxxvn. To 
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XXXVII.' To the fame, with Obfcrvations on 

H)rpocrify, &c. 



\ 



Dear Sir, ^ i743- 

YO U mufl: know, my laft letter to you was 
written before I received yours from Tif- 
fmgton ; and I (hould take iharae upon myfelf 
for not anfwering it. Were I not furdiflied with 
this excufc — that I waited for a frank for you. 
— ^There are but few things I hare to fay 16 you, 
and fuch as are not worth tranfcribing ; yer, as 
our diftance from one another requires it^ I will 
fcrawl them over as negligently as I can, to let 
you fee I lay no ftrefs upon them. A good cx- 
cufe for lazinefs ! you will fay : and lazy enou^ 
I am, God knows ! I believe, any one who 
knows me thoroughly will think, that there never 
was fo great an inconfiftence as there is betwixt 
my words (in my poem) and my aftions— This 
•is what the world calls hypocrify^ and is deter- 
mined to look upon with peculiar averfion. But, 
I think, the hypocrite is a. haif-goodi charafter. 
A man certainly, confidering the force of pre- 
cedent, defer ves fome praife who keeps up ap- 
pearances ; and is, no doubt, as much to be 

commended 
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Commended for talking better tlian he ^G:s, as 
he is to be blamed for aAing wor& than he talks* 
So much for cafuiftry. I would feem, you muft 
know, to have ibme meritorious views in talking 
virtuoujly •, but who does not know that every 
one who writqs poetry looks direftly with his face 
towards praife, and whatever elfe his eye takes 
in is viewed obliquely ? Praife, as I faid to foi- 
ble-confeffing W — , is the defired, the noted, 
and the adequate reward of poetry ; in which 
fort he that rewards me. Heaven reward him, 
as Sir John FalftafF fays. There is fomething 
very vain in repeating my own fayings ; but I 
could not confcicntiovifly ufe a joke to you which 
I had ufed in another letter, without owning it. 
—In (hort, it is neceflary to have fome earthly 
aim in view ; the next world, whether it be in 
reality near or far off, is always feen at a dif- 
tance. All that the generality of young people 
can do is, to aft conji/iently with their expefla- 
tions there. Now, though fame, &c. be obvi- 
©ufly enough in the eye of reafon diffatisfaftory ; 
yet it is proper enough to fuffer one^s felf to be 
deluded with the hopes of it, that is, it is pro- 
per to cherifh fome worldly hopes, that one may 
avoid impatience, fpleen, and one fort of de- 
/pair : I mean that of having no hopes here, be- 
caufe one fees nothing here that deferves them. 

If 
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If I were m your cafe^ I would make all the ef' 
forts I Was able towards being a Bifliop. Ihat 
fliould be my earthly aim : not but I would aft 
with fo much iiidHFerence as to bear all difap- 
pointmeht unconcernedly — -as, I dare fay, you 
will. — ^There is but one pafiioa that I put 
upon an equally fprightly fooring with arabitionv 
and that is love ; which, as it regularly tends to 
matrimony, requires certain favours from for- 
tune and circumft^nce to render it proper ta 
indulge in. — By this time you think me crazed — ^ 
as it often happens to me to doubt, ferioti/lyf 
whether I am not : but if it be the " mentis 
^* gratiffimus error,'* I do not mind. You are 
very obliging to endeavour to continue my mad- 
nefs and vanity. — I fhould be as glad to fee Mr# 
Graves, your brother, .as any one I know: i 
live in a manner wherein he would find many 
things to exercife his good nature. 

Pamela would have made one good volume: 
I wonder the author, who has fome nice natural 
ftrokes, (hould not have fenfe enough to fee 
that. — ^I beg you will coUeft all the hints, &c. 
of your own, or others,^ that you think may tend 
to the improvement of my poem againft winter; 
that you would mention any flat lines, &c. Write 

me 
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me word fome time ^re you come over ; but write 
to me immediately. I am 

Yours faithfully, 

W. Shenstone. 

Once more adieu ! 



'^^I^^mmmm'mmmm 



XXXVIIL To a Friend, with a Parody. 

The Leafows, 
Dear Sir, March i, 1743-4. 

YO U are upon very govd terms with me, 
and have been all ?ilong. I gueffed the 
caufes of your filence, and have been fincerely 
forry for them ; not however that I did not be- 
lieve you were more happy than any one in the 
world who is neither a loyer nor a poet, though 
not able to turn himfelf for money-bags.-— I am 
really going to London ; and am about the pur- 
chafe of an elegant pair of piftols from Bir- 
mingham. I indulge myfelf in this expence, 
bccaufe they (hall ferve in two capacities ; one 
while to garnifh my chair, another while my 
horfe. And fome time next week you will pro^ 
bably fee your old friend on horfe-back, armed 

at 
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at all points^ and as yery a knight to ail appear* 
ance as any body* 



^*« Well! they fay the Owl was a Quaker* s 

** Daughter — one knows what onei^^ but one does 
" Mt know what one shall he!^ 

Ophdia in Hamlet. 

But I digrefs. If I juft call to fee you, God 
forbid that I fliould be burthenfome to you. I 
will fend my horfes to H — , and lodge there, or 
fomewhere. But I am perfeftly impatient to 
unbofoub my foul to you, and to fee Mrs. Jago, 
whom I (hould have mentioned firft, Wednef- 
day or Tuefday indeed feems the moft likely 
day. — ^Though I am not fure j nor do you con- 
fine yourfelf. 

Poor Mariett ! / too am emaciated ; but I 
hope, by means of fome warm weather, to ac- 
quire plus d^ embonpoint .^ I defign to call upon 
him, and keep liim in countenance. 

My ballad, in the midft of youf hurry, muft 

appear as ridiculous as Cinna the poet does, 

when he fwears nothing but death (hall reftrain 

„him from adtlreffing Brutus andCaffius (and that 

the night before the battle) with two doggrcl 

' verfes — 
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Verfes — and thofe the worft I have ever read j 
and that iaikts the fiinile the more juft. It is 
BOW a good dedl metamOTphofed. Tour parody 
is prodigioufly droll : the firft line delights me I 
I think I could fiitnifli Mrs. K— with iS gbod 
ftlbttdfes^ and as ckeap, though I fay it, as anjr 
bttdy ; byt| ahs !*^ Did I fend you the follow- 
Ifig parody ot nd, befof e ? I believe itfu Le 
voila / 

« Wtt^N fi*ft, Philander, fifft I came 
** Wliefc Av6n rolk his winding ftrearh, 
** The nyiriphs-»-how bri/k ! the fwains — ^IioW 
"gay I 

" To fee Afteria^ Queett of May ! 

. '* The patfoBS round, her praifes fung ! 
" The fteeples, with her praifes rung I-~- 
** I thought — ^no fight, that e^er was feen, 
'* Could match the fight of Barel's-green I 



" But now, fince old EugeniQ dy'd — 
*' The chief of poets, and the pride-^ 
** Now, meaner bards in vain afpire 
^ to f aife their Voice, t6 ttilie^ their lyfe ! 
^^ Thdr lofvely feaibn, iio>^, is o^^r ! 
^ Thy' itbtfe^, Fldretio, pfeafe ^o riiore !-^ 
* Hb mtt Afteiria*s ftailds ai'e feen !-*^ 
** AdB«*l-i*lfcel (Weetsof B*fdVgi*fceli !— 



f5 
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V^ is a kind of ettempore, lb excufe it«— ^ 
You hate feen the fong> of Aroo*s Vale« 

I AM taking part of my farm upon my bands, 
to fee if I can fticceed as a farmer ;~-but I am 
afraid I am under the fentencei ^^ And, beholdy 
'< whatfoeTtr be taketb in Jband/. it Qx^ll mi 
*' profper.*' 

My good friend^ I fincerely confide, that, 
IjoWever we may be feparated, no time ihail 
extenuate our mutual friendihip. I am 

Your zealous^ unferviceable friend, 

W. ShEN8T0NE» 

* » 

XXXIX. To Mr. Gravesi on Social Happineft. 

Dear Mr. Graves, About 1745, 

THERE is not a fyllable jou. tell me con* 
ceming yourfelf in yoor laft letter, but 
what applied to ;»^ is mod literally orue. I am 
fenfible of the daily progrefs I make towards 
infignificancy, and it: will non be ms^y years 

before 
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i)£fore you fee inc at riveki at the tie plus uhtal 
t belicTe it i^ abfo^^tcly impoffible .for me to 
acquire a cdnfidetable dcgrefe bf kiiowiedgei 
though I can undeifftahd tbiiigs well enough at 
the time Itead them: I Remember a prcaefaet 
at St. Mary's (I think it v^s Mr. E:^) made a 
notable diftiQftion htxvtixc apprebenfion and torn-- . 
^rebenfioHi Jf there be a teal differehce^ pro- 
bably it may find a place in chb explication <:(£ 
my genius; I envy you a good general infight 
into the writings of the learned. I mnft aim at 
nothing higher than a well-concealed ignorance. 
i — I was thinkings upoA reading your ^ letter^ 
when it was that ybn arid Mr; WhifUer arid 
I went out of the rdad of happinefS; It cer- 
tainly ^aS Irhefc we firft deviated from the ttm- 
pike road of life. Wives, children^ alliances^ 
iifits, &c. are neceflary bbjcfts of 6ur focial 
paffions ; and whether dr rio wd tza, through 
J>articulai* circumftances, be happy with, t 
think It plaili cnbiigti that It is tibt i^oiKbltf tb be* 
happy mthout them. All attachments to inatli^ 
inaie beatlties, toi thribfities, <lnd o'nlaments^ 
fatiate iis i^ir«fenfly.-i-Thfe fantlfil tribe has thd 
difadvaritagd to be riiturally prtitic. t6 ett in the 
chbibe of la/iing pleafilrfes i sbd- l^heli our 
pafflons have habitually wandered, it isf tdd 
iifficiili t# reduce t^em mio their proper chan^ 

I i mels. 
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ncls. When this is the cafe, nothing biit the 
.change or variety of aiAfements - (lands any 
chance to make us cafy, and it is not long- ere 
the whole fpedes is exhaufted. — I agree with 
you entirely in the neceflity of a fociabU life 
in order' to be happy : Ldo Hot think it much a 
paradox, that any company is better than none. I 
think it obvious enough as to the prefent hoar, 
and as to any future influence, folitude has ex- 
ceeding favage effcfts on our difpofitions*— --I 
have wrote out my elegy : I lay no manner of 
ftrefs but upon the piety of it. — ^Would it not 
be a good, kind of inotto, applied to a perfon you 
know, that might be taken from what is faid 
of Ophelia in Hamlet^ 



" I tell thee, fajthlefs pried I 
" A miniftring angel (hall Ophelia be 
" When- thou art howling/^ 



I HAVE amufcd- myfelf often with tiiis fpecies 
. of writing fince you faw me -, partly to divert 
my prefent impaiienciy and partly as it will be 
, a pifture of moft that paflfes in my- mind; a 
portrait which friends may value. — I Ihould 
be glad of your, profile: if you have objec- 
tions, I drop ray requeft. — I (hquld be heartily 
glad if you wwld comeand live with me, for 
any fpace of time that you could find conve- 

uienN 



\ 
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nient. But r will depend op your coming pyer* 
with Mr. Whiftler in the fpring, I may poflibJy^ 
take a jaunf tpwards you .ere long : the road. 
would furnilh me out fonie vifits; and, bjf. 
the time I reached you, perhaps, afford me 
a kiad of climax? of happinefe. If I do not^ 
I Ihall perhaps be at little time at Bath. I da 
• Bot fpeak 9f this laft as a. fcheme from whi(;|^ 
I cntertaia gf eat ^esfpeftations pf pleafure.. It k 
long iiqcel have confidered myfelf as tmdone. 

The iv,orH^yj)i\ not perhaps confider me in that 

_ ■ •* ' ' • •■ ' . 

Ugbt enurely» till I have married my ma\d.' 
Adieu! 






V..- I 



XL. To xlife fame, with. Obfervations on thj 
^ Rebellieiy^aiKl its probable Confi^qucnces^ 






_ . The]^e^oi^s, 

D^r Mr. Grayer ^ Nx?v. ^2,; j;^^'. 

My life, for aught I fee, will prfs.away 
jufl as^ k k^ d^e,. without introduqQg 
Tufficienc iiBf)mTemem iiito my drcunaftanc^ to 
giTC a chearfal caft to n^y eorrefpondeace. ia 
me %efp€*, in regard to my inviolable friend- 
flrip^ ft)r \y<«rj, 1 hope you will hear with feme 
fatisfadioo;' thitt X contmue ftill the fame, iind 

I 3 this 
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f}^i$ ki^d <^ tdenity^ I thinks I could promife yoq^ 

though every pircumftancc' in my fortune, 

f very particle of my body, were changed ; 

^d others, ever fo heterogeneous, fnbftituted 

in their place. After this, it would be no com- 

pigment to fay, that the pretended heir to thcfe 

kingdom^ could not alter it, were he to fubverr • 

the Britifli conftitution ; which muft, out of all * 

doubt, be the confequence of his fucceis. The 

rebellion, you jnay guefs, is the fubjeft of all 

cpnvfrfatioi^, Eyeiry individual nailer here 

:jafces in a news-paper (a moit pregnant on^ 

by far than. any of (he London ones), and talks 

5is familiarly of kings and princes as ever Mafter 

l^hailow" did. of John of Gaunt. Indeed it is no 

^ad thing that they do fp ; for I cannot com- 

^ivc that the pegjile want fo nluA to be coftr 

tinced by fetmmiy of the abfuirdities of j>^ 

feryy as they dp by news-papers^ that it may 

pe/Rhh prevail. The reafons and arguments too 

In favour of the prefent Government are fo 

firpnjg 2Sii oivious, that cvoa I, an^ every poun- 

:try 'fquire, and every country clerk, and Sam 

Shaw/ the taylor^ .feem to be as mptch mafters 
f£ th^m as the Bii^iop^ themfelyes. I mufl not 

-f^y we CQUlA expref? thpn, fo politely.— ^ li|cf 
«Se<^er-s thibeft qf any fermon Qn.tlu^ occa^ 
i^. He giyes h|s audience a vicinr of nifih 



LETTERS. X19 

evil confequcQces from a change^ as no man of 
fenfe can poilibly 4oabt of» when fairly dated : 
and^ I own^ I cannot fee one lingle good it covld 
produce, in compenfation for its inevitable apd 
abundant mi/cbiefs. — I have read Dr. Sherlock's 
fermon on this occalion: and I have read Mr. 
Warbur ton's ; andj at your requeft, I will read 
}us Legation. 

I HAVE often thoughts of a jaunt as far as 
your country this v^rinter. Some kind of piN 
grimage I mufl make^ to avoid a lethargy.-~ 
Public places I want to vifit a little ; to peep 
at and " renew my ideas of the world* s vanity ; 
biut either Bath or London would fteep me fp 
far in poverty, that I ihould not probablf 
emerge before the middle of nextfummer. I 
have fpent this laft funmier agreeably enough 
with fome of iny young relations, Mr. Dol** 
man's chUdren^-rrThey have an excellent tafte 
for their years^T— I have been upon feveral 
jaunts with the fon t6 Litchfield, Worcefter, 
Mr. Fletcher's, ^c. amufing him, what I 
couldj^ under the lofs of his fathen Mifs W—- 
T — alked very eameftly after you* Two of 
the iifters have been vdth me at iptie Leaiaw$i» 
and upon feveral parties of pleafure i^ my 
'€hair«F— Brooflu is difpofed Qf«*I do not iiinder'% 

I 4 Mk 
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ftand upon what jnducement.-r-After all^ I am 
miferablc; — confcious to myfelf that I am too 
litde felfiih : that I ought now or never tp aim 
at fome addition to my fortune ; and that I make 
large advances towards the common cataftroph^ 
*pf hetier poets, poverty. — I never can atien4 
enough. to fpmc twelve-penny matter^ on which 
a great deal depends. — ^My amo^r, fo far as I 
indulge it, gives me fome pleafure, and no pain 
10 the worW.-r-l have read Speofer oace again^j 
^04 I h^ve added full as mi^^h more to my 
Sebool-mjlre/s y in regard to number of lines ^ 
^mafhing in point of matter (or manner rather) 
wbicb does not difplcafe me* I would be glad 
if Mr. — r- were, upon your reqweft, to give 
hii opinion of particulars^ for two reifo&s ; as 
jyour fof he * has fome tafte for this kivd o^f 
writing, and as he is my enemy> tod yiovMdy 
-fhctefare, find out its. d«ficien,Gies.' 

i.:J/aAVE a mafon of a moft^r^^jnificaUciwJj^ 
,whjti wouU wifli yi)u^ to* jprefet^^rd'tbis lettfeii.. 
yray: write foop, ^xai • bdt^ve* me Bftoft stffeo^ 
-lionjttcljr .* . ! ' 

- . , ' : •■ •. . . •- 

• - XU. To 
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3[LI. To the fame, with Remarks on the Exe- 
cution and Behaviour of the Lords Kihnar- 
nock and Baltnerlno* 



I 



Dear Mr. Graves, 1746, ineunte anno. 

BELIEVE it is impoflible for me to dif- 
agree with you pn any other fcore, than 
the fcanty pittance? you allot me of your com- 
pany ; and, if I have difclofed any fymptoms 
of refentment on that account, you will, per- 
haps, overlook them, ^ut of regard to the mo- 
tive from which they proceeded. — I thank you 
for your perufal of that trivial poem. If I were 
going to print it^, I fliopld give way to yont 
remark; imflififly^ and would not dare to do 
9therwi(e. But fo long as I If eep it in m^aufcript, 
you "vill pardon my filly prejudices, if I chufc 
to read and Ihew i^ with tjic addition of jnoft 
£jf niy ncMT ft?iftzas, J bwr^, I have a fondnefs 
for fever al, imjiginjing them to Ipt more in Spen- 
der's iitray, yet niore u^depeijdept on the an- 
tique phrafe/ than ^lyr part of the poppi ; jipd^ 
on that jiccoupt, I cannot yet pif evail on myfe^f 
to' ba|iipi them^ cnf irely ; bu; wpre I to print, I 
'Piotjid (Mxhfqme reLuftanceJ^j^ip way to your 
Tentiinents (which I kxxow are juft), namely, 
^^^ that 
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that t^ey render the work too difiufe and 
flimzy, and feem rather excrefccnces than ef- 
fential parts of it. 

But or thcfe things I fay no more now* I 
purpofe ftaymg a month with Mr. Whiftkr ii) 
December^ if it fuits him ; and then I hope I 
{ball have a great deal of your company. JLct 
me hear fomething in your next of your domeftic 
affairs. 1 beg you would nqt make any grand 
decifion, without giving me fome previous in- 
formation. I cfteem this as due. to the friend- 
fliip I have fo long prof effed for you, and from 
the friendihip you have fo long profeffed for 
me. 

I X.0OK upon the death of the twp Lord$ as 
equally decent upcm their refpeAive principlea^ 
Lord lalmamocky I fuppofe, joined the rebels * 
through a view of bettering his circumftances, 
confcious to himfelf that he was guilty of a 
crime the moment he did fo* This is agreeable 
to his fpeech before the Lords^ and to that 
melancholy which he difcovered upon the fcaf* 
fold. Death, aggravated by guilt, would fit 
heavier upon him than upon the other, even 
fuppofing him to have had the fame refolution. 
Balmerino's life vas qmtc^ mie^ and hJis. death 

eqnal, 
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Moal to the cfaaraAer he aimed at. We are tq 
obfcrre, that he meant toTuffer a^ a Frieml to 
the Stewarts, a Soldier, and a Scotfman. Th^ 
firft. he mamfefted when he came out of the 
Tower, by his reply of "God fare King J~s 'j*^ 
the fecond, by his drefs, and riumberlefs oftea- 
tatioas of intrepidity ; the laft, by bis plaid 
mght-capw Did you hear the ftdry of his 
feadin£^ a meffage to Lord Kilmarnock ? «* That 
^^ he had been praftifing how to lye upon the 
f* block ; and had found out, the eafieft way of 
*^* receiTing the blow was, to bite his tongue 
^^bard: pr eycn if he bit it -off, it was no 
^* matter, they ihould haye no further ufe for it/* 
His behaviour feems to have wanted codneib, 

■ ♦ • • • , 

br dfe tp equal that of Adrian, Cato, Sir T. 
More, &c. or any of fliofe heroes who had 
^int enough toPnB&e'aibffientatibn of their im- 
poncern. I had, fffam the pHiltcd' accounts of 
their behaviour, an idea of their peirfons^ 
poMy pqijfprttiiWe to the d^ifcription I read 
afterwards \n your paper ;— bur enough — you 
^tid'^me fterliiig matters of fa A, and I return 
you tipfel obfervations.— I thank you for ac- 
centing CromSrtie and Balmenno; I learnt 
pulloden from you before. 

I HAVE 



T" 
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I HAYfi had little company Cncc I faw you. 
One day indeed I was furprized by a vifit from 
Mr. Thomfon^ Author of the Seafons.-^Mr^ 
Lytteiton introduced him.-^—! hare not roQzv 
to t^ll you all that pafled. — ^They praiied qay 
place extrays^antly ; — ^propofed alterations^ &Ct 
Tbomfon vf^s very facetious, and very. com* 
plaifant ; invited me to his boufe at Richmond* 
There were iqany things faid worth telling, but 
not writing to you.. — ^This has been a fumjn^eo? 
that I have fpent more JbdflUy than a^y qne 
thefe three yeisurs. I expeft a good de^ joupre 
coippany this week, the next, and the;t ji^ek 
?rft:er. — liady Luxboro^gll tjlkg of m^& 
and I believe u?'//. — ^The vi^tjw^^ld brii;ig;i99 
little walks into repute.-^When will the |^ 
cope, that I (hall enjoy yoni* ()9nqpaoy l^ef ^ ^ 
month uninterrupted ? Dear Sir, > 



Touts moft fiithftyDjTj 



W. Shemtoks^ 



XLn. To 
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XLIL To the fame^ with a new Theory of 

Political Principles. 

Dear Mr. Graves, 

I HAVE lately received a letter from Mr. 
Whiftles, which conveys your compli- 
ments to me, and, by fo doing, prompts me to 
acknowledge the receipt of your laft kind 
letter. I obferve you adhere ftriftly to the apof- 
tolical precept of being ** fwift to hear^ flow 
** to fpeak f the latter part of which 1 would 

fain conclude you underftand too literally. 

« 

Tour neighbour, I fee, is not a little embar- 
rafled with bis mills at Whitchurch. I have 
long had an eye upon his advertifement ia the 
London Evening Poft, and been not a little 
fcandalized thereat. What has the name of a 
poet to do with the publication of lands and 
tenements? or the idea of harmony with the 
noife of a water-mill \ yet has he extrafted 
mufic from the fubjeft, and mirth from his mif- 
fortunes { havinjg fent ine a ballad updn the 
miller, written with much cafe ai^d fome drol« 
I6ry. 



As^ 
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As to the ligtt in ^hicli you place your jprc- 
ftnt fortunesi I can only fay, that you havi 
not that ^tuation I could mQi you for your owri 
fake : for fo far as / am Concerned in your ele- 
vation^ I can atflui'e you Very faithfully, that no 
cireumflances in the world could more endear 
you to my aflfeffion, or recommend yoii to my 
relpeft, than the prefcnt* My i^edion, you 
will eafily obfcrVc, from the very natuh of af- 
fection in general, would (land no chance to bc^ 
increafed by your promotion ; and as for re* 
fpeft, if I knew the degree you dcfired, I 
Would acquit myfelf of it to your fatiifa^on 
now i iand y^ert you fiittled at LimMh, t ihould 
exped: that you would require no mare front me 
upon that account ; at Jeaft ia "private : Jo 
that, fo far as cither deference w frkndflnp is 
concerned,, you are an Archbiflic^ \q me to aU 
intents and purpofes. — As to figure in th6 world, 
it depends much« I know, upon advancement } 
and yet even here you will be tyexfure of that 
kind of weight which ingnuity gives) dif< 
cemible to thcjmaller indeed, but undoubtedly 
the more valuable part of the world ; — ^but this 
IS improper, as it is fbilo/bpby, and as it is ad'^ 
vice ; neither of which is it fuitabl( for me to 
fttggcft to you— " Alcinoo Poma, &c." As tof 
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the long feries of ^/ lamemations, I will &ot 
xiow enter upon the reafonablenefs of them. 
It si a fubjeft, to tellyoa the tnith, on which 
you cannot reply without fomc 'danger of 
hurting me.^ — ^As for politics (you will Wame 
this letter for dwelling ix) much upon the fubje£i 
of yours) ; but as for politics, I think poets arc 
tories by nature, fuppofing them to be by na-» 
ture poets* — ^The love of an individual pcrfon 
or family, that has worn a crown for many fuc^ 
cefllons, is an inclination greatly adapted to the 
fanciful tribe. On the other hand, mathema- 
ticians, abftra^rrearoners, of no manner of at- 
tachment to perfons, a^ leail tothe vifible -p^uct ' 
of Uiem, but prodigiouflly devoted to the ideas 

of virtiie, libeirty, and fo forth, are generally 
whigs. It happens agreeably enough to this 
maxim, that the whigs are friends to that wife 
plodding, un?poetieal people: the Dutch. — ^The 
toriesi on the other hand, are taken mightily 
with that ihewy, oftentatious nation the French. 
Fox-hunters, that reiide amongfl: the beamtes 
of nature, and bid defiiEhce to , art, in fbort, 
that have imdleih of a poetical turn, are fre* 
quently toriea; citizens, merchsmts, &c. that 
fcarce fee what nature is, and confeqiiently 
have: no preteniions to a poedcal tafte, are, t 

think, generally argumentative and whiggiih ;-— 

but 
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bot perhaps I carry this too f|^. — Sotnethitig 
there is in it however, you will fee : not that I 
would applj Whjlt I heru fay to particular revo- 
lutionSy &c. I would otily advalice fomething 
general and fpeculative- Nor would I approve 
or condemn by this any one fct of people HOW 
cxifting. Nor would I haye you pr^teiid to fifli 
out my party from any thing I have faid ; fori, 
am of nond.— The letter I fent you laft wis 
cccafionaU and whin I fee you I will tell you the 
occafion. 1 abfolutely agree with yott in eveiy 
tittle of your political obfcrTations,— I am gkd 
I do ; for I know the poifctfious nature of party 2 
and though we are neither violent, yet I fhould 
fear it. My fchetnes are dmibtful at preferit, 
but my face is fet towards Bath, — lamconfir 
dent of the fervicc thofe watWs would do nle. — 
I hope you will exhilarate me With a letter foon. 
^I would fain hiive furfliftied out i letter to 
amufe yo« after fo long a fileface, but I find 
myfelf unable; eveii ai unable as lam to ex- 
prefs the regard with whichi am 



Yours 



'; 



April 6, 1746. W- Shenstohe. 
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XLIII. Continuation of the fame* 

• I 

% 

The Leafows^. 

iDear Mr. Gr^vesi May 1 1, 1 746* 

THOUGH 1 f^l an irrefiftible propenfity 
to write to you this Very port, yet I caii-^ 
iiot fay that I am able to advance any thing 
tendhig either to your own or my fatisfaftion. — ^ 
What is worft of all is, I cannot fix the time of 
feeing you with fo much precifion as I would 
always etideavour where my pleafure is fo much 
concerned-^l will tell you the whole affair. — ^I 
have foi^ a long feafon purpofed to drink tht 
Bath waters this fpring ; and did think of fet- 
ting out in a week's time, when I received your 
letter, purpofing to ftay there a month; and 
from thence take a circuit which ihould indulge 
me in a fight of you, Mr. Whiftier, and fome 
few others in my way home. The latter part 
of this fcheme (though far the ipore agreeable 
to me) was rather doubtful and precarious ; 
depending (as you exprefs it) on the (late of 
my finances after a month's continuance at Bath ; 
which I conCdered, and do confider, as a very 
probable means of bettering my conftitution. — 
Now I covet to fee you fo much, that I woald 
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bring nothing but health in competition. — 
"What I wifli is, that you could, with conveni- 
ence, either hajien or delay your journey, that 
you might find me before mine, or after my 
return,' though I fhould infinitely, and for many 
rcafons, prefer the former. I long to talk 
with you particularly now. I have much to 
fay in regard to our friend's amour, to which 
you alluded in your laft. I requeil it as a favour 
of you, that you would conjure him, by the 
friendlhip I have ever bom him, and. by any 
cfteem which .he has ever profeffed for me> 
that he would do nothing very material in the 
affair till I have talked it ovef, aiid given him 
my faithful fentiments> ^ quod cenfet amiculus.*^ 

I AM not willing the balance fhould turn 
entirely on the whig fide: I would give it a 
greater equilibrium, if the following fuggeftiooi 
might effeft it. Taries, I faid, have great,, 
and fometimes partial affeAions for the perfon of 
a king. — We will fuppofe that kings.are alter- 
nately good and bad : theur loyalty to the good 
one is commendable ; their partiality to the bad 
one not to be vindFcatcd. Whigs have n^ 
pailion, no gratitude, towards the good prince : 
there they arc wrong. They are fevere upon 
thd bad one, in vhich^ they are joftifiable. I 
5 wiih 



^ 
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iflOx i had ndt beguii thefe wholefalfi diftiifc^ 
tions, tljis mifcrable fpeciitien of my politics^ 
I ^oteil agtidil ail tpt&ohty difptites. I ani 
now embarraffcd in ontf, do much fucH another' 
fcore, which fills up all thy, letter ; for I love the 
laft wordj fikc H fcold or a thild; — ^I thank yoti 
for yoar little anecdotes from time tb time : 
jou may depend tipon it^ that I hate never 
heard any thing before ; for I never* do hear any 
thtng;*^I am one very thankful lettet In debt to 
your neighbour WhifQtti I have :tt prefent 
tOthing but the prepenftiy of a good correfpon- 
dent ) but I will write fdott. In the teean 
time, if you fee him, aJk hijn if he goes to 
ISath or Brift<4 this feafon.— *I beg you would 
Write to me direftly when you can come, and 
how I may regulate mf modotis fo as to be 
beft affnred of feeing you^—Pray do not neg- 
leA a poft. I am 



Yours molt entirely^ 



W. Si 



> 

t 
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.€^'^' XLIV. To the fame?, on the. Mixture of Pica- 
fur e and Pain^ 






;»;^^».i>'^ 



tilf: :/ !" _ TheLcafows, 

3V ' Dear Mr* Graves, June the laft, 1747* 

IT is now, I believe, near half a year fince I 
had the favour of a letter from you. When 
I wrote laft, I difcovered a more than bixlinary 
folicitude for one immediate anfwer. It puzzles 
roe to account for you? unufual filence, other- 
wife than upon fuppolition of fome offence you 
have taken : and it puzzles me as much to guefs 
by what behaviour of mine I h5ve been fo un- 
happy as td. give you th^t oiFence. 

I AM vain enough to imagine that the little 
merit I have, deferves fomewhat more regard 
than I have met with from the world. Be that 
as it will, the difappointment I muft undergo, 
iJy .any appearance of negleft from the friends 
I value, would mot-e effeftually difpirit me than 
any other whatfoever. 

I HAVE publilhed my defign of vifiting you, 

and Mr. Whiftler in^Dxfoi^fliire, to all the 

Cprorld. - A thoufand* incidents have hitherto in- 

2 ' V 'terfered 
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terfered with it, which I will not now recount. 
But when I look back Upon the regular fuc- 
cefEon of them, it looks as if Deftiny had 
fome hand in detaining me. The raoft vigorous 
of my hope^dwtXi upon feeing you next winter, 
though 1 am not a little indulgent to thofe that 
tell me Fmay fee you long before. 



I HAVE brought'^^my place here to greater , 
perfeftion than it has' ever yet appeared in ; "" 
and, with the moby it is in fome vogue. 1^^ v' 
vcrthelcfs, I do not know that I ever relifhed 
it lefs in my Ji'fe than I have done this fummer. 

/Bad health, bad fpirits, no cpmpany tp my 
mind, and no correfpondences, are enough to 
blaft the fweeteft fhades, and to poifon the 
pureft fountains. Some of thefe '^misfortunes 
I can impute to my own mifconduft, and it em- 
bitters them. The two laft I can lefs account 

• for, having at all times done . all I was able to 
recommend myfelf to my friends ^ behaving at 
the fame time with courtefy to the reft of the 
world. The faft is not true ; otherwife I «night 
refolvc it into this, that I alone am idle, and all 
the world is bufy. ''^ * 



.rf" y. 



m 



♦, 




I FANCY you Will imaging I lay too th^c 
(Irefs upon Mr. Thomfon's vifit, when I mepB^- ^^ 

' • K 3 tion r 
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jtiotjt the following infcription upon sl fcst In 

^^ JACQBO THOMSfON, S* 
^* PRQPE FONTES ILLI NON FASTipiTOS 

•* e. S, 

" SEDEM HAITC QRNAVIT. 

^* Quae tibi quse tali reddam pro carmine dona ? 
^f Nam neque me t^ntum veni^ntis ^jfibilus Auftrr> 
^^ Nee percuffa juvant fluftu tam litora, nee 

" quae 
^* Saxofas infer decurn^^t flumina vaUfes/' 

I want your opinion of ih and whether it w^ns 
UQt better thpSi 

■! THOMSOK, 

f* Qyi cvM ciyicoyiD VBiQvfi rvris jest 

^ " AVT AMOENTM AVT VARIVM 
" MIRE DEPINXERAT, 
ff HO^ ^1*UM FONTES NON FAStlDIVIT." 

But yoa will difcover at firft glance an impro? 

priety in both* — Now I am upon infcriptibnSf I 
. \ fend you one from a cqin di|g up very pear me 
- V- §igw week? ago. 

f The verfc wbifben htxp* 
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Round the head. 

** IMP V/.\*/.' V AVG GER DAC m" 

On the reverfe, 

<* S P Q^H OPTIMO PRINCIPI cos VI** 

Wthin which is an human figure fitting, with 
one hand reclined upon a wand ; the other, as 
I take it, holding forth an olive. — ^I haVe given 
my opinion, it is one of Trajan's; and my vir* 
tuofo charafter will ifeft upon the truth of it. 
It is a filvcr coin, but very obfcure. There ap- 
pears a large mafs of ruins, rough (lone, very 
llrongly cemented, where they found it.— If 
you were here, it might amufe you. 

• 

Heaviness may endure for a night, but joy 
Cometh in the morning. — ^I have fo fettled a 
notion of the propcnrtionate mixture of plea-, 
fure and pain in this Ijfe, that I expeA one to 
fucceed the other as naturally as day and nights 
I own, this is owing to the foul as much as to 
outward incidents. Sorrow prepares it for 
nurth, and vice ver/a.-^^Thc durations of both 
diflfer. — Laft fummer I fpent agreeably; thit 
quite otherwife. — ^To-day 1 have been quite me«^ 
lancboly i I expeft happineis tOfmorcow fvom 

K 4 either 
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either an aptitude of mind, or fome incident 
fufEcient to overcome its inaptitude. — ^Perhaps 
that incident m^y be z, letter from^ you ; I wilh 
it may, and am molt truly 



YourSi 



w. s. 



1 had«a coin of Vefpafian given me to-day, 
and I begin a colleftion : if you have any du- 
plicates, you will pleafe tp oblige me. — I want 
to correft my elegies^ by your ^ffift^incc. — ^I wiU 
begin no more, 



■«T" 



J in 



T*" 
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XLV, Tq the fame, with Thoughts on Advice, 



The Leafows, 
^ .Dear Mr. Graves, Sept. 21, 1747. 

I AM under fome apprehenfion that you dread 
the fight of a letter from me, as it feems to 
lay claim to the compliment of an anfWer. I 
will therefore -write you one that (hall wave 
its privilege, at leaft till fuch time as your 
leifure encourages, or your prefent diffipation 
does no; forbid you to fend one.r— -I dare .now no 
' ; Ipnge? 
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longer expatiate upon the affair you have in 

hand ; it is enough for me, if you will ^excufc 

the freedom I have taken. I have often known 

delay produce good effeSs in fomc cafes which 

even fagacity itfelf could not furmount ; and, if 

I thought I did not go too far, would prefume to 

• recommend it now. You know I have very little 

of the temper of an alderman. I almoft hate 

the idea of wealthinefs as much as the word. It 

feems to me to carry a notion of fulnefs,ftagnation| 

and infignificancy. It is this difpofition of mine 

that can alone give any weight to the advice I 

fend you, as it proves me not to give it through 

any partiality to. fortune. As to what remains, 
you are, I hope, affured of the value I mufl 
ever have for you in any circumft?inces, and the 
regard I Ihall always (hew for any that be- 
longs to you. I cannot like ygu lefs or more. — 
J now drop into other matters^ Bergen, I fee, 
is taken at laft ; pray what are the fentiments 
of your political companions ? I dined fome time 
jigo with Mr. Lyttelton and Mr. Pitt, who both 
?igreed it was worth twenty thoufaad men to the 
French; which is 4 light in which I never ufed 
to confider it. Any little intimation that you 
pleafe to confer upon me, eiiables me to feera 
\vife in this country for a month ; particularly^ 
if \ t^ke care to adjiift my face accordingly. — 

As 



1^8 MR. SHE N STONE'S 
As I vfds returning lafi; Sunday from cburcb^ 
whom fhould I meet in my way, but th^i/tueet' 
fouled bard Mr. James Thomfon, in a ch^fe 
drawn by two horfea lengthways* — I welcomed 
him into the country, and a/ked him to accpm- 
pany Mr. Lyttelton to the Leafows (who had 
offered me a yifit), which he promifed to do.^ 
So I am in daily expe£lations of them and • 
all the world this week* I fancy they will 
lavifli all their praifes upon naturey referving 
none for poor art and me. But if I ever lives 
and am able to perfect my fchemcs, I Ihall not 
defpair of pleafing the few I fir ft began with { 
the few friends prejudiced in my favour ^ and then 
•' Fico por los malignatores/' Cenfures will 
not afieA me ; for I am armed fo ftrong in 
vanity y that they will pafs by me as the idle 
wind which I regard not.— 4 think it pretty 
near equal, in a country place, whether you 
gain the fmall number of ta^fters^ or the large 
crowd of the vulgar. The latter are more ' 
frequently met with, 'dxAgafeyfiupent^ ^sAfiare 
much more. But one would chufe to pleafe a 
few friends of tafte before mob or gentry, the 
great vulgar or the fmall ; becaufe therein one 
gratifies both one's focial pafiions and one's 
pride, that is, one's^^^-love. Above all things^ 
X would wiih to pleafe you j and if I have a 

wiA 
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fm(ti that projefts or is prominent beyond the 

reft, it is to fee you placed to your fatisfaftioa 

near me ; but Fortune muft Tary from her ufual 

treatment before (he favours me fo far. — And 

yet there was a time, when one might probably 

have prevailed oa her. I knew not what to do — ; 

The affair was fo intricately circumftanced — 

your furprizing filence after tHe hint I gave. — 

Mr. D — offering to ferve any friend of mine ; 

nay, prefimg me to ufe the opportunity. — His 

other relations, his guardians, teizing him with 

fure fymptoms of a rupture in cafe of a refufal 

on their fide.-~Mr. P-— foliciting me if the; 

place wcxt fold^ which it cotlid not legally be. 

Friendflxip, prppricty, impartiality, felf-intereft 

(whi(^ I liffh regarded), endeavouring to diftrad; 

me; I think I never fpent fo difagreeable an 

half-year fince I was bom. To clofe the whole, 

I could not forefee the event, which is almoft 

foretold in your laft letter, and I knew I could 

not ferve you ; but I muft render it a necejfary 

pnet In fliort, when I can tell you the whole 

"^Sslxx at leifure, you will own it to be of fuch 

a nature, that I muft be ever in fufpence con- 

|:erniqg my behaviour, and of courfe fhall iie^ 

yer refleft on it with pleafure. Believe me, with 

^e trueft affefiion, yours, 

W. SHEKsreNip:. 

XLy|.To 
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XLVI, To a Fficnd, from The Leafotsrs* 

Dear Sir, J747« 

IT is not much abore two hou'rs fincc I re-* 
ceived your obliging letter, and I am al- 
ready fet .down to anfwer it. — ^To fpeak thq 
truth, I had almoft given you over: I ima- 
gined you had taken umbrage at fome ex* 
preffion or circumftance in my epiftle, and were 
determined to make me fenfible you did fo, by 
your filence. I hope, this error of mine will fervc 
to eftablifti one rule on both iides.— --It is what 
ought, I am fure, always to tak^ place, where, 
people wifti a perpetuity of friendihip.' I 
mean, never, upon circumftances of difrefpeftj, 
to admit of circumftantial evidence. 

I AM very grave, fo you may depend on the 
lincerity of all I Ihall fay. I faw feveral beau- 
ties in your former elegy ; but, though it was 
** forraofa,'* it did not appear to me *' ipfa 
f* forma.'* I like this that you have now fent 
^ery much. It has a fimplicity which your lad 
a little wanted, and has thought enough. • I 
begin to be feldom pleafed with the compofitions 
pf*others, or mj own; but I could be really 



» 



* 
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fond of this, with a few aherations, that I 
could propofe: — ^but you muft know, at the 
fapie time, that thefe are fuch as no one would 
approve befide myfelf. — ^I know it. — ^However, 
there are fome itt^wg faults in it* 

1 HAVE been greatly mortified in my correfpdti- 
dents of late. — ^I even faid in my hafte, All 
ftriends are. faithlefs. — G- — , after a month's 
expeftation, which he had confirmed to me, " 
of feeing him here, let me know about a fort- / 

% night fince, that I had more leifure th^ii him; 

and, fince it did not fuit his convenience to ^ 

come^ I ought to take the opportunity of vi- 

"^ fiting him, and feeing Derbyfliire while he 

continues in it. — W— has hot wrote to me 
thefe fix weeks. — Outing has been, moreover, 
dupib for the fame fpace of time ; and I pur- 
pofe in my heart to behave with fome diftance 
towards both, for this negleft (fee my rule of 
circumftantiai evidence). 

It is pity you cannot fpare a day or two to 
rcome and fee me. My wood grows exceffiyely 
pleafant, and its pleafantnefs vexes me ; becaufe 
ijobody will come 'that can tafte it. 

Your 






-« 
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YocR healthy according to your defdriptidn^ 
is much the fame with fnide} but from the 
gaiety of your ftylc atid defi^ns^ I colleft that il 
is greatly better* j 

I HAVE an^ alcove^ fix elegies^ a feat, twd 
epitaphs (one upon myfelf ), three ballads, four* 
fongs, and a ferpentine river, to (hew you when 
you Come* Will the compofitions come fafe to 
you, if I fend my book,,* which contains the 
only copies of feveral things (which I could 

not remember if they were loft) ?— but I w;!ll 
not fend them* If my horfe gets well, I may 
effay a vifit «for two days, and bring them With 
me, that I . may make comments while you read 
them, as befeemeth a genuine author to do. 

I AM raifihg a green-honfe from the excreP 
cences of Lord Dudley's ; but I do not find 
that ** vieiit I'appetit en mangeant,^ that I 
grow fonder of my coUeftion proportionably z& 
it increafes. 

I SHOULD think myfelf fortunate enough aC 
prefent, if, like you, I could only find that I 
had been mentioned for a vacant poft ; but I hafc 
withdrawn all my views from court-preferment, 
and fixed them on finding -a pot of money^ 

which 



* 
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t^hich I determine to be the far more probable 
fcheme. 

I HAVE little health and frequent mortifica*- 
tion^ fo that no one need envy me ; and yet, 
I believe, there are that do. Is any enviable 
but fuch as are unambitious ? I never ihall be 
able to reckon myfelf of that tribe, v^hich have 
engroiTed all happinefs to themfelves, and left 
the reft of the world nothing but hopes and 
pofleffions. Yet I do not much feel the pains of 
ambition, while I am converiing with ingenious 
friends of my own level : but in other company 
it hurts me. Let me advife you, now I think* 
of it, to 'dread the ccMnpany of filly people^ 
out-of-the-way people, and, in (me word, what 
men of genius <aU the vulgar* Ton run ten 
times the rifque of being mortified, voluntarily 
or unknowtnglyt amongft the latter of thef(% 
to what you do amcMigft men of fenfe and po- 
liteneis, be they ever fo maUciotts s— l^ut my 
paper is filled* 

Do write fooiu 



JlNVLto 



i44 M R. S tt E N S T O N E*3 



XLVII. To the fame* 

It is fome where about th^ 
20th of Sept. 1747^ 
and I write from 1 he' 

t)ear Sir, ' Leafows. 

I THINK I have lived to out-correfpond 
almoft all my correfpondents ; whether you 
are the laft that is to be fubdued, I will not fay 5 
the reft are fo fatigued, that they are not able 
to atchieve a line- Apprized of this, and be* 
ing by nature difpofed to have mercy on the 
vanquiflied, ** parcere fubjeftis,** I feldom write 
a fyllable more than is requifite to further fome 
fcheme, or afoertaia fome interview^ the latter 
of thefe being the purpofe of this mine epiftle. 

I am in great hopes I fliall be at liberty to fee 
you ere many weeks be paft ; and would beg of 
you, in the mean time, to inform me, by a 
letter, when I am likely, or when very un^ 
Jikefyj to meet with you at home. I am detain- 
ed, juft at prefent, by continual expeftations of 
the Hagley family. 

As I was returning from church on Sunday 

*-feft, whom fliould I meet in a chaife, with two 

horfcs length- ways, but that right friendly bard, 

Mr* 
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Mr. Thomfon ? I complimented him upon hii 
arrival in this country, and aflced hiiti to ac- 
company Mr. Lyttelton to The Leafows, whieh 
tie faid he WQuld with abundance of plcafure i 
tmd fo Tfre parted; You will obferve, that the 
tnore ftrefs 1 lay upon this vifit, and the more I 
difcover to you, the more fubftantial is rfty 
apology for deferring mine into Warwickfliire# 
I own, I am pleafed with the profpeft of ffiew-* 
ing them fomething at The Leafows beyond 
what they ^xpeft. I have begun my terras on 
the high hill I iliewed you, made fome con(i- 
derable improvements in Virgil's grove, and 
fini(hed a walk from ii to the hotife, after a 
banner which you will approve. They are 
- jgoing to build a caftle in the park round the 
lodge, which, if well executed, mu ft have a 
gdod effeft 5 and they are going likewife to 
build a rotund to terminate the vifte. Thd 
. fault is, that they anticipate every thing which 
I propofe to do when I become rich ) but as that 
is never likely to be, perhaps it is not of any 
importance ;-*-«-but what I term rich^ implies no 
great deal ; I believe, you are a witnefs to the 
moderation of my defires } and I flatter myfelf 
that you will believe your friend in that refpeft 
fomething above the vulgar* 



♦' Crede 
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" Credc non illuih tibi de fcelefU 
" Plcbc dilcftum, ncque fie fidclem, 
" Sic lucro averfura, potuifle nafci 

** Patre pudendo/^ 

If I come, to your houfe, pofitivcly I will not 
go to fee Mr. M — . He has been twice as near 
me as The Grange, with C — L — , and never 
deemed my place worth feeing. I doubt, you 
are a little too modeft in praifing it wherever 
you go. — ^Why don't you applaud it with both 
hands, " utroque pollice ?*' — ** Parcentes ego 
*^ dexteras odi, fparge rofas.'* — ^I am fo very 
^tfr//a/ to my native place, that it fecms a mi- 
racle to me that it is not more famous. But I 
complain unjuftly of you ; for, as you have 
always contributed to my happinefs, you have 
taken every opportunity to contribute to my 
6gure. I wiih I could fay the fame of fome 
who have it more in their power. 

I HAVE yet about a thoufand things to fay to 
you-— not now, though. — ^Lady L-^h's vifit I 
referve till I fee you. A coach with a coronet 
is a pretty kind of phaenomenon at my door — 
few prettier, except the face of fuch a friend 
as you J for I do not want the grace to prefer a 

generous 
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gencfou^ and fpirifcd friendOiip to all the gew- 
gaws that ambitioa can contrive. I have wrotdi 
otit liiy degies, and heartily wifh you had theiri 
to look over before I comc.-^I know not how td 
fend them.— I fhall bring and leave fome poetry 
Irith yoU*-s-.« Thtis & odores !'* or rather a 
prbper covering for ** Thus & odores, & piper^ 
** & quicquid chartis amkitur hieptis/' 

Adieu ! dear Sir; 

Betiete mc ever yours,* 



/ 



W. SHfiNStOKfi. 



•■•■r-' 
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XLVirii To the fame, vrhh i Songi 

l)earSJr, ij4fi 

BEING juft rettiriiea from a friiall excurfion,- 
it was With the nttaoft plcafure that I read 
orer youf letter j and, though it abounds both 
In wit and waggery, 1 fit dorwn intontinently to^ 
infwef it with «»wf . 

The agrecabknefs «f your letters i^ noxtr 
lad^htened by the forpri2tc they give me. I 

L 2 mud 
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mud oWDi I have thought you in a manner . loft 
to the amufements in which you once delighted* 
correfpondences, works of tafte and fancy, 
&c. If you think the opinion worth removing, 
you need only favour me with fuch a letter now 
and then, and I will place you (in my imagina- 
tion) where you (hall fee all the favourites 
of fortune cringing at your feet. 

I THINK I could add about half a dozen hints 
to your obfervations on eleftricity, which might 
at Uaji difguife the fa£b ; and then why will you 
not put it into fome news-paper, or monthly pamph- 
let? youmightcfifcoveryourfelf to whomyou have 
a mind. It would ^ve more than ordinary plea- 
fure at this time. — Some other will take the 
hint. — ^Pity your piece Ihould not have the ad- 
vantage of novelty as well as of wit ! 

I DINED and ftayed a night with Dr. E — ; 
he was extremefy obliging, and I am glad of 
fuch a friend to viiit at B, He aiked much 
after you. — He ihewed mc his Ovid — ^I advifcd 
him to finifli fome one epiftle highly^ that he 
^ight Ihew it. — ^The whole will not take^ thougH 
it goes againft me to tell him fo. I ihould be 
glad he could fucceed at B. } and could I ferve 

biui> 
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him^ it would be with a fafe confcience ; for I 
takq him to excel the reft of B. phyficians far 
in pomt of fpeculation and diligence^ &c. 

I SEND you the fong you aflced for, and re- 
queft of you to write me out your new edition 
of the eleftion verfes ; and, at your leifure^ a 
copy of the poem which we altered. 



T H E L A R K. 

*^ Go, tuneful bird, that gladd'ft the Ikies, 
*' To Daphne's window fpeed thy way, 

** And there on quiv'ring pinions rife, 
^* And there^thy vocal art difplay. 

«^ And if ffaje deign thy notes to hear, 
•* And if (he praife thy matin fong ; 

" Tell her, the founds that footh her ear, 
^* To iimple Britiih bink belong. 

" Tell her, in livelier plumes array'd, 
*' The bird from Indian groves may ihine 

<' But aik the lovely, partial maid, 
<< What are his notes compared to thine i . 

_ f 
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P Then bid her treat that wide& beaii^ 
f^ And all bis moxley race with fcorn ; 

n And heal de£ervii^g Damon's woe, 

f* Who iings her praife^ an4 fings fbrlorp**^ 

I am, Sir, 

Tour moil faidiful frien^ and fmant, 

W- Shenstone, 

Have you read Watfqn, Marty n, and Ff^ekc, 
pn eleftricity ? I accidentally met with the twq 
former, by which my head i? rendered almqft 
giddy — eleftrics, npn-eleftrics, eleflrijrs p^r fe^ 
and bodies that are only conduftors of defbicity, 
|iave a plaguy bad eSe^ on {p vprtical a brain 
as mine* 

I WILL infallibly Q)ead a week M^th jo\k% 
perhaps about February, if it |Uit$ you ; dxougl^ 
I think too it muft be laier. 

I HAVE been painting in water colours, during 
a vifit I made, flowers. \ would recommend the 
amufement to y w, if you cw allow it lil^ time 
|hat is expedient. 

I TRUST you will give me one entire week in 
the fpring, when my late alteratipas m^y ex? 
ijiWt tl^emfclyes tp advantage. 
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XLIX. To the fame, after a Vifit. 

Sunday, 

DcarMr.Jago, Feb. 14, 1^47-8. 

I AM tempted oace morf to apologize for 
' the unfeafonable viiit I paid yoU| though I 
feel myfelf entirely innocent in that refpcft,» 
even as much as the poft-boy was guilty ; for 
had my previous letter arrived in due time, you 
had then b^en furniihed with an opportunity of 
waving my company till a more convenient fea- 
fon. I was onfyj or, at Icaft, chiefiy uneafy 
upon your account. I fpent my time very agree^ 
ably, and only lefs fo than I might, had I not 
been confcious to myfelf, that I was intruding' 
upon domeftic teQdeme;ges« 

I SPENT the Sunday night and the next day 
at Mr. Wren's j and am now juft returned from 
Mr. Dolman's, who has made me a genteel 
prefcnt of SpenceV Polymetis. I have not yet 
read many dialogues in it, but I have dipped in 
feveral; and have reafon to be well enough 
fatisfied with the £mple and uninvidious manner 
in which he has introduced Mr. Lowch's poem. 
I have long known of this intended introduff ion 

L 4 (whicli 
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(which I accidentally found to have been fettle4 
^etwixt them before I pubUfhed mine on the 
fame fubjefl), and a little dreaded the/or/w^f 
. it. I haye long ago made confiderable improver 
spents in mine, and have a min4 one day to 
publiih it once more ; after which, let it flecp 
in peace* I have fom^imes thought of print? 
ing my next title-page thus, viz. *^ Poems j 
confiiling of Songs, Odes, and Elegies, witU 
^n improved edition of The Judgement of Her-r 
cules, and of The School-miflrefs.*' But I have 
but very few critical acquaintance, and I live at 

a great diftance from thofe I have; ftatione4 
amongft the makers aqd th^e wearers of hob- 
pails ; 

^f Far from the joys,that with my foul agree, 
f^ From wity froni kaming-^Yevj far from thee/^ 

Parnell, 

I know I have thrown a great number of care^- 
lefs things into your hands. I know to wbom I 
intruded njy follies j hut I know not what they 
if re ;-r-I believe, i;i general, that they confift of 
inis-begotten.embrypsand abortive l?irths, which 
it had been merely decent to have buried in— ^ 
fomc part of my ^garden ; but I was morally 
aifi^red, that you would expofe nothing of mine 
to my difadvantage. As to fome that zrtlefi 

\mperfe£t^ 



• f 
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imperfeSij you promifed your obfervations^ aB(l 
I defire you would make them with the utmoflt 
freedom. I can bear any cenfure which you 
fliall pafs by way of letter, and I beg once 
more that you would not be fparing. It will be 
efteemed as great a favour as you can do me* 
When they have gone through your hands^ 
and thofe of one or two more friends^ I fliall^ 
perhaps, think of publiihing them; though as 
to that, much ' depends upon the advice I re* 
ceivcy and previoufly on the opportunity I hare 
of receiving. I am in hopes that you will be 
pretty full in difcovering to me, which yon 
diflike the leuji^ what faults you find^ ^nd what 
imfravsments they are capable of. I fet you a 
tedious talk ; but I will return the favour as far 
as I am able, either in the fame way or any othen 
This brings me to fay, that, if there be any 
compofitipns. of yours that you would have me 
correct (and there are feveral of which I want a 
copy), I would beg you to fend them. Your Blacks* 
bird excels any imging-bird I ever hcard^ and X 
befeech you to convey it to The Leafows by the 
next opportunity, that he may acquire fame 
pear other rills, and in other valleys, than thofe 
^n which he was produced. — ^I have many com- 
pliments to make in your country ; to Mr. Ht—, 
ilrs. N— , Mrs. J—, Mr. F— , Mr. T— , and 

your 
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your brother. If I go oyer to Mr. W — ^"s, I 

will afTuredly call and fpend a night with yon.— 
That is precarious. — ^But whether I do or not» 
I would willingly hope to fee you this fpring 
and fummer more than once ; as a critic and as a 
friend : nor do I forget the promife of Mr. H — 
and Mr. F — ; — but of thefe things more when I 
fend for the papers, which I purpofe to do 
to-morrow fortnight, that is, the twenty-ninth 
of February. 

I HATE fuffcred greatly by railing at the black 
button on a parfon's great coat. Had Mr. 
Hall*s been thus diftinguiflied, he could not have 
miflaken mine for his own ; which latter I fenc 
in order to be commuted at Birmingham, and 
was almoft ftarved to death before I could ac* 
compliih the exchange. There is no txifiing 
with any pari of orthodoxy with knpunity.— 
* That is the moral. 

I HAVE received a very obliging letter from 

Lady Luxborough, wherein Ihe tells me, that Lady 

Hanford admires my place in her defcription. 

Mr. Thomfon is intimate at Lady Hartford's ; 

and I fuppofe Lady Hartford may have been 

informed by L. L. that Mr. Thomfon has been 

here ; fo I conclude, in mere vaaityi that my 

hrm is advancing in reputation* 

5 What 
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What tbiak you of Mr. Carte's Hiftory? 
pr wlfeat; of bis Darrative concerning the Pre- 
tender's touching for the King's- evil? I think 
one is not, howeter, to give up his book en- 
tirely ; becaufe, with ^M his fuperfiition^ be may 
haye feveral anecdotes that one would like to 
jread. 

I HAVE had great cxpeftations from the beau- 
tiful veins of a piece of oak of which I have 
had a table made ; but, upon a thorough far- 
vey pf it, it is fo like nothing in the world as 
pld B— *3 callimanco night-gown* 

I HAV£ nothiQg to add worth beginning upon 
another page ; but I happened not k> make a 
rc^lar CQUcMon in my preceding one. 

You muft give me fome time to colour you a 
coUeftion of flowers (that oftavo edition I ihewed 
you here) ; and then I will make Mrs* Jago a 
prefent of it. I believe I can engage Mr. Dol- 
man to aiilft mci who is much my fuperior in 
point of accuracy ; and the infcription at the 
beginning is to run fomchow thus : 

« ELE- 
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• '^ ELEGAHTISStMAE PVELLAE 
^ " DOROTHEAS FANCOVRT, 

" QyAE PERDILECTI SVl COKDISCXPTLl 

^ RICHARDI lAGO 

•' AM0RE5 MERVIT, 

*^ D. D. 

*^ GVLIEtMVS SHEN^TGNB ;. 

*' DEBITAE NYMPHIS OPIFEX CORONAE.^' 

That iS| by trade a garland-maker ; but this 
infcriptioQ I may alter, if I can think of any 
thing more expreffive of the riegard which I 
hare ever bom and ftill bear you. 

Lord Dudley is gone, and franks are tfo 
more* I have nothing to wiih you but health 
and preferment ; — ** det vitam, det opes j — ^f 
"with thefe you will eaiily compound that cordial 
bappine/s, having every other iqgredicnt that is 
tequiilte at hand. 



■ ~ • * 

I am, mod affectionately. 

Your very &ithful friendj^ &c. 



W» Shenstone. 



l-»To 
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L. To Mr. Jago. 

DearSir^ ThcLcafows, Mar. 23, 1747-8. 

I HAVE fent Tom over for the papers which 
I left under your infpeftion ; having nothing 
to add upon this head, but that the move freely and 
particularly you give me your opinion, the 
greater will be the obligation which I fhall have 

to acknowledge. 

« 

I SHALL be very glad, if I happen to receive 
a good large bundle of your own compofitions ; 
in regard to which, T will obferve any commands 
which you fhall pleafe to lay upon mc. 

I AM favoured with a certam correfpondence, 
by way of letter, which I told you I ihould be 
glad to cultivate ; apd I find it very entertain^- 
ing. 

Pray did you recpivc my anfwer to your 
laft letter, fent by way of London? I (hould 
be extremely forry to be debarred the plcafure 
of writing to you by the poft, as often as I 
feel a violent propenfity to defcribe the notable 
incidents of my life ; which amount to about 
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as much as the tiaiiel of your little bcty's hdbhf^ 

horfe* 

i AM oti tlie point of ptirchafittg a couple o^ 
bulls for the niches in inj hall ; and believd 
m^ my good friend, I never prpceied one ftep 
In ornamenting my little farm, but I enjoy tlKf 
hopes of rendering it more agreeable to you^ 
and the fnuiU drcle of acquaintance which 
Ibmetunes faroor me with their company^ 

i sHALt be extremely glad to fccf you an<J 
Mr< Fancourt when the trees are green } that is, 
in May I but I would iiot hate you cttiitent 
yourielf with a fingle vifk this fii^mmer. If 
Mr* Hardy (to whom you will make my 
compliments) inclines to favour mt (o far, you 
muft calculate fo as to wait on him whenever he 
finds k convenient ; though I have ifetter hopes 
q{ making his reception here agreeable to hint 
when my Lord Dudley comes down.-»^I wonder 
how he would like the fcheme I am upon, of 
fjLcba&ging a large tankard for a fihrer ilanc^. 



I HAV£ had a couple of paintlilgft gives 
fitice you were here. One of them is a Ma« 
toia» valued, as it is fasd, at ten gukieas ki 

Italy, 
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Italy, . but which you would hardly purchafe at 
the price of five (hillings. However, I am 
endeavouring to make it out to be one of Carlo 
Maratt's, who was a firft hand, and famous for 
Madonas ; even fp as to be nick-named " Car- 
" tuccio delle Madonne'* by Salvator Rofa* 
Two letters of the cypher (CM) agree ; what 
Ihall I do with regard to the third ? It is a fmali 
piece, and fadly blackened. It is about the fize 
(though not quite the ftiape) of the Bacqhus over 
the parlour door, and has much fuch a frame. 

A PERSON may amufe Ilimfelf almofl: as 
cheaply as he pleafes. I find no fmall delight 
in rearing all forts of poultry ; geefe, turkeys, 
pullets, ducks, &c. I am alfo fomewhat frnit* 
ten with a blackbird which 1 have purchafed : 
a very fine one ; brother by father, but not 
by mother, to the unfortunate bird you fo 
beautifully defcribe, a copy of which defcrip- 
tion you muft not fail to fetid me;-*-*but, as I 
faid before, one may eafily habituate one's fcif to 
cheap amufementsr-; that is, rural ones (for all 
town amufemcms are horridly cxpcnfive);— I 
Wotild have you ailtivate your garden ; plapt 
flowers, have a bird or two in the hall (they 
will at lea^ amufc your children) j write now 

and 
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and then a fong ; buy now and then a book} 
write now and then a letter tb 

Your moft fincere friend, 

and affeftibnate fervant, 

W, Shenstokei 

P. S. I HOPE you have cxhaufted all youir 
fpi^it of criticifm upon my verfes, that you may 
have none left to cavil at this letter ; for I am 
Earned to think, that yon, in particular, fhould 
receive the dulleft I ever wrote in my life* 
Make my compliments to Mrs. Jago.- — She c^in 
go a little abroad, you fay.— Tell her, I (hould be 
prQud to (hew her The Leafows. Adieu i 



i M I T I ■> 



LI, To Mr. — — , on his Marriage* 

This was written Auguft 21, 
1748 $ but not fent till tbe: 

Dear Sir, aSth. 

O W little foever I am inclined to write at 
this time, I cannot bear that you Ihould 
cenfure me of unkindnefs in feeming to over- 
look the lat» change in your fituation. It xwill. 



H 
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1 hope, be eftccmcd fuperfluous in me to fend , 
you my mbft cordial wiflies that you may be 
happy ; but it will, perhaps, htfomething more 
fi^ificaiK to fay, that I believe you ivill ; build- 
ing my opinion on the knowledge I have long 
had of your own temper, and the account you 
give me of the perfon's whom you have made 
choice of, to whom I defire you to pay my fitt'- 
cere and moil affectionate compliments. 

I SHALL always be glad to find you prafeniibus 
aquum, though I ihouid always be pleafed when 
I faw you tentantem majora. I think you 
ihouid neglcft no opportunity at this time of life 
to pu(h your fortune fo far as an elegant compe- 
tency, that you be not embarraffed with thofc 
kindoffolicitudes towards the evening of your day ; 

*^ Ne te femper inops agitet vexetque cupido, 
** Ne pavor, & rerum medkcriter utiHum {]pes !'* 

I would have you acquire, if poffible, what the 
world calls, with fome propriety y an eafy fortune j 
and what I interpret, fuch a fortune as allows of 
fome inaccuracy and inattention, that one may not 
be continually in fufpenfe about the laying out a 
JbilHng\ — this kind of advice may feem extremely 
dogmatical in;?^^; but, if it carries any haughty 
air, I will obviate it by owning that I never aSled 
as I fay, I have loft my road to happinefs, I con- 

M fef? i 
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fefs ; and^ indead of purfaing the way to the 
iine lawasj and venerable oaks, which diftin- 
,guifli the region of it, I am got into the pitiful 
parterre-garden of amufement, and view the 
nobler fcenes at a dijiance. I think I can fee 
the road too that leads the better way, and can 
ihew it others ; but I have many miles to mea« 
ivire back before I can get into it myfelf, and 
no kind of refolution to take a fingle ftep« My 
chief amufements at prefent are the fame they 
have long been, and lie fcattered about my 
•farm. The French have what they call zparjue 
'ornee; I fuppofe, approaching about as near to 
a garden as the park at Hagley. I give 
my place the title of a ferme orn$e\ though, 
if I had money, I fliould hardly confine myfelf 
to fuch. decorations as that name requires. 
I have made great improvements ; and the eofifs'^ 
quence is, that I long to have you fee them. 

I HAVE not heard whether Mifs 's match 

proceeded. — I fuppofe your objetftions were 
grounded on the perfon's age and temper ; and 
that they had the lefs weight, as they fuppofdi 
you afted indifcreetly yourfelf : i can fay but 

little on the occafion. You know better 

than I do. Only this I muft add, that I have 
fo great an eftecm for your fiftcr, that it will be 

' ncceffary 
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ncccffary to my ea/e, that whoever marries her 
(he fliould be happy. 

t 
! HAVE little hopes that I fliall now you fee 

often in this country ; though it would be 

you, in all probability, as foon as any, that 

would take a journey of fifty miles, 



" To fee xhtpooreji of the fons of men. 



» 



The truth is, my affairs are miferably embroiled, 
by my own negligence, and the non-payment of 
tenants. I believe, I ftiall be forced to feize on 
one next week for three years and a halPs rent, 
due laft Lady-day ; an affair to which I am greatly 
averfe, both through indolence and compaffion. I 
hope, however, I ftiall be always able (as I am- 
fure I ftiall be defirous) to entertain a friend of a 
philofophical regimen, fuch as you and Mr. Whiftv 
ler ; and that will be all I can do. 

' Hagley park is confiderably improved Hnce 
you were here, and they have built a caftle by 
way of ruin on the tiighcft part x>f it, whicii 
isju^ fccn from my wood ; .hut by the removal 
of a tree or two (growing 'm a wood. that joios 
to the park, and which, fortunately enough^ 
belongs to Mr.. Dolman and me), I believe it may 
be rendered a confiderable objed here. ^ 

^ • M 2 I PUR- 
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I PURPOSE to write to Mr. Whiftler eiiher 
this poft or the next. The fears you feemed in 
upon fay account are very kind, but have no 

grounds. I am, dear Mr. , habitually and 

fincerely. 

Your moft affe^onate 

W. Shenston£%. 

My humble fervice to your neighbours.— 
Smith (whom ypu knew at Derby) will publifli 
a print of my grove in a fmall colleftion. 



LII. To Mr. Jag o, with an Invitation to The 

Leafows. 

Sept. 3, Saturday nighty 
Pear IN^r. Jago, 1748. 

I Hardly know whether it will be pru- 
dent in me to own^ that 1 wrote you a long 
litter upon the receipt of your laft, which I 
How have upon my table. I condemn this habit 
in my/elf entirely, and fliould, I am fure, be 
very unhappy, if my friends, by my -example, 

ftiould. 
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(hould be induced to contraft the fame. T|je 
truth is, I had not expreffed myfelf in it to iny 
inind, aind it w^s full of blots, and blunders, 
and interlinings ; yet, fuch as it was, it had 
wearied my attention, and given me a difmcH- 
nation to begin it afrefli. I am now impatient 
to remove iiny fcruple you may have concerning 
my grateful fenfp of alj your favours, and the 
invariable continuance of my affeftion and ef- 
teem.— i find by your laft obliging letter, thai^. 
my machinations and devices are not entirely 
private. — ^You knew of my draught of Hagley 
Caftle atx)ut the bigncfe pf a barley-corn ; you ' 
\int% of our intended vifit to Lady Luxborough's; 
and I mufl kdd, Mr. Thomas Hall knew of my 
contrivance for the cmbellifliment of Mr. Har- 
dy's houfe. Nothing is therf hid that jfjiall nqt 
be revealed. — :Our vifit to Barrels is now over • 
and paft. — Lady Luxborough has feen Hsigley 
Caftle jn the original : — :and as to my defi^je 
that my draught might be fliewn to no Chrijlian 
fpul, you furely'did but ill comply with it, 
ivhen you fccwed that drawing to a Clergyman. , 
tibwever, you may have afted up to my real 
. meaning, if you have taken care not to Ihew it 
to any connoifleur. I meant chiefly to guard 
againft any one that knows the rules, in whqfe 

Ms eyes, 
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eyes, I am fure, it could not turn to my ere-* 
dit.— ^Pray how do you like the fcftoons dang- 
ling over the oval windows ? — It is the chief 
advantage in repairing an old houfe, that one- 
may deviate from the rules without any extra- 
ordinary cenfure. 

1 WILL not trouble you now with many par- 
ticulars. The intent of Tom's coming is, to 
defire your company and Mrs. Jago's this week. 
— I (houfd be extremely glad if your conveni- 
ence Would allow you to come on Monday or 
TuefHay ; but, if it is entirely imprafticable, I 
would befeech you not to put off the vifit longer 
than the Monday following, for the leaves of 
my groves begin to fall a great pace.— 1 beg 
once more, you would let no fmall inconveni-^ 
cnce prevent your being here on Monday. — As 
to ray vifit at kheneton, you may depend upon 
it foon af cer ; and I hope yoU will not ftand 
upon punftlfio, when I mention my inclifaatiou 
that you may all take a walk through my cop- 
pices before their beauty is much impaired. 
Were I in a fprightly vein, I would aim* at fay- 
ing fomething genteel by way of anfwer to 
.Mrs. Jago*s compliment. — ^As it is, I cian only 
thank her for the .Jubjhnce^ aiid iip^laud the 

folitenefs 
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poKtenefs of it.^ — I poftpone all other matters 
till I fee you. I am, habitually and fincerely. 

Your mofl aSe£lioaate friend» 

W, Shenstone. 

I BEG my compliments to Mr* Haxdy. 

P. S. I AM not accuftomed, my dear friend, 
to fend you a blank page ; nor can I be content 
to do fo now. 

I THANK you yttj fenjibly for the vcrfes with 
which you honour me. I think them good lines, 
and fo dp others that have feen them ; but you 
will give me leave^ when 1 fee you, to propofc 
fome little alteration. As to an epiftle, it 
would be executed with difficulty y and I would 
have it turn to your credit as well as my own. 
But you have certainly of late acquired an eafi 
in writing ; and I am tempted to think, that what 
you write henceforth will be univerfally good. 
Perfons that have feen your elegies like " The 
« Blackbirds^* beft, as it is moft affuredly the 
moft corred ; but I, wio pretend to great pe- 
netration, can forefee that " The Linnets*' will he 
made to excel. — More of this when I fee you. 
foor Mjft G— T, J — R — fays, is married ; arid 
• ^4 ypp|. 
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poorMr. Thomfon, Mr. Pitt tells me, is dead. — 
He was to have been at Hagley this week, and 
then I Ihould probably have feen him here. — As 
ic is, I will ereft an urn in VirgiPs Grove to 
his memory. — ^I was really as much ftiockcd to 
liear of his death, as if I had known and loved 
liira for a number of years : — God knows, 1 
lean on a very few ftiends ; and if they drop 
me, I become a wretched mifanthrope. 



LIII. To the fame, 

Sunday night. 

Dear Mr. Jago, Sept. ii, 1748. 

I TAKE this opportunity of acknowledging 
the juftice of your excufes. Mrs. Jago's 
prefcnt circumftances render her vifit quite im- 
praAicable, and yours I have the fame kind of rea- 
fon CO difpefafe with ; as I guefs, that ihe could 
as foon take a journey berfelf at this time, as 
bear that you Ihould. — ^But to fay I was not 
greatly mortified, would be do^ng myfelf the 
grcateft injuftice. Difapfointed I was, you may 
be fure, to hear excufes ; even as much as Sir 
John Falftaff, when Mr. Dombledon put him in 
miad of /e.cunty^ inftead of fencing hinj /w^ and 

thirty 
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thirty yards of fattin to 'make him zJhbrtc\o?k. 
And on the whole, I began to accufe you and 
Mrs. Jago of colloguing together, to fix your 
vifit at a time when you were well aflured you 
fliould hare an apology to fend me inftead. Now, 
if I Ihould prefs this accufation, pray how 
would you evade the force of it? — ^The next 
thing I am to fpeak to, is your verfes. I have 
made you my acknowledgments before ; and as 
you are fo good as to accept them, I will not 
trouble you with additional profeffions, or repe- 
titions of the part. I will depend upon your 
good-fenfe for an excufe, if I only add what I 
think proper as to any alteration ; wherein I 
have a view to your credit, as well as my own. 
I confefs, it requires fome nicety to infcribe fuch 
an elegy as The Gold-finches without the danger 
you forefaw. But I think it may be done (and 
is pretty nearly) in fuch manner that no nian of 
tajle will be tempted to ridicule it ; and as for 
the vulgar, of whatever rank they be, it is abfo- 
lutely necelTary many times to give tbem up. ^ajie 
and tendernefs are abfolutely connefted 5 and you 
may very readily call to mind foine charming 
things, that muft excite the laughter of youf 
men oi fire and banter ^ but arc by no means 
thought the worfe of by men of true 
genius. I will only* mention Andrew Marvel's 
i| Fawn 
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Fawn in Drydcn's Mifcellanies. I inclofe the 
elegy with fome few propofed alterations, fo I 
will rifque xhtJiUing my letUr with criticifm. I 
alfo inclofe the other verfes you fent me, which 
I think good ones, and to Hand in need of little 
aUeraiion, bciide that of the inglorious n^me at 
the head of them ; to which, notwithftanding, I 
will never fubmit. Pray who is the young gen- 
tleman that tranflates your elegy into Latin ?— 
The new drefs will give you fome amufement; 
and, if thefe lines be the produft of the genius 
of a boy of that age, he will in a year's time 
be able to extend the fame of your compofi^^ 
tions. I ihall then be glad to fee The Gold* 
finches under his hand ; though I have no extra* 
ordinary fondnefs for the Latin poetry of a 
modern ; at lead, till your ddeft fou begins to 
tranilate our madrigals. 



\ HAVE not yet feen Mr. Thomfon's Caftle of 
Indolence. — I waited for a fmaller edition; but 
am now too impatient n.ot to fe»d for it on 
Thurfday next. — I am fully bent ; on railing a 
neat urn to him in my lower grove, if Mr. Lyt-. 
telton does not infcribe one at Hagley before me. 
But I Ihould be extremely glad of your advice 
whereabouts to place it. — ^You fpeak of my 
dwelling in the Caftle of Indolence, and I verily 

believer 
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believe I do. There is fomething like enchant- 
ment in my prefent inactivity ; for, without any- 
kind of lett or impediment to the correftion of 
my trifles that 1 fee, I am in do wife able to make 
the lead advances. I think within myfelfl 
could proceed if you were here ; and yet I have 
reafon to believe, if/ you 'wtere here, we ftiould only 
ramble round the groves, and chat away the time; 
and perhaps that^ upon the w/jule, is of full as 
much importance. — ^Ido not know but I do my- 
felf fome little injuftice here, for I have wrote out 
my levities, znd my fonnets^ good and bad, with 
many ornaments from the pencil ; and the next 
thing I do will be to tranfcribe my elegies. The 
fault is, t take no pains to inwove what I tranf- 
cribe, and, confcquently, am only able to ifcx* 
hibit my nonfenfe in a fairer drefs. — ^You muft 
give me leave, ere it be long, to infert two or 
three lines (I think in ver/e) before Mrs. Jago*s 
flower-piece. — I am fure, I am obliged to her for 
a fruit I greatly love. — ^It was not entirely ripe ; 
but it was the only one I have tafled fince I was 
laft in London. — ^Y eft erday dined here Lady Lux- 
borough, Mr. Outing and Mr. Hall, Lord Dud- 
ley, Mifs Lea, Counfellor Corbet and Mr* 
Sanders, Mr. Perry Mrs. Perry and Mifs Dol- 
man, and half a dozen footmen beiide my own 
iervants and labourers; fo you may gucfs we 
^ ' had 
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had no fmall fracas. I now fit down amid*foli^ 
tude and filence, and can hear little elfe befide 
the pendulum of my clock ; — jct my fpirits are 
no way funk^ but aSbrd me juil fuch a tempe- 
rature of mind as inclines me to write to fome 
familiar friend : albeit I have a thoufand things 
to talk of to you, which I do not care to write. 
I hope to be able to fpend a few days with Mr. 
Hardy, before his melons are all gone ; and yet 
I would not have him keep one a moment longer 
upon my account. 1 defire he would accept ojf 
my compliments, as I truft he will.— Franks at 
prcfent run low withme; butlfend you ^«^, which 
you cannot ufe fo fpOn but I ihall be able to fend 
you i)thers jn^mediately. I wifh Tcould fend yon 
any thing more than the means of obligingj^ 



Sir, 



Your mofl; afTedionate friend^ 



W. S. 



TOTq 
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UV. To the fame. 

Dear Sir, Sunday, Nov. 13, 

I MUST fairly own, that I have not fate 
down till now to return my acknowledg- 
ments for your laft moft obliging favour ; and 
yet I have been doing fo in imagination alraoft 
every day fince I received it* I have only to defire 
that you would not think mtjhipid; and then 
you mull of courfe conclude me highly de- 
lighted, to find the verfes which had fo greatly 
pleafed me, made fo particularly interejling to 
me. In teftiraony hereof, I have caiifed thcfe 
my letters to be mz^t patent ^ &c. Furthermore, 
I am glad to* fee you difient from fome altera* 
tions I propofed, for which, generally fpeaking, 
I think I can fee your reafons. As to any little 
matter which I have to mention farther, I chufe 
to defer it till I wait on Mr. Hardy ; which I 
purpofe to do before this month is out. It may 
pof&bly happen the beginning of the next week ; 
but I dare not lay fuch ftrefs upon a future 
events as to give you a commiiEon to fay fo much 
to him. Inftead thereof, pleafe* to make him, 

my compliments, and tell him. I talk of coming 
veryfaon. 

I 50IIR0WED 
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I BORROWED Dodfley's Mifcellany of Lady 
Luxborough, m which are maity good things. 
I long to be making a mark on the head of every 
copy (as I would do were the books my &wn)* 
Here a cypher y there an aderifm gf five points^ 
and there one of eight. — If you, and Mr. W — ^ 
and Mr. G — y and I, were together for a fort- 
night, to correft and revife, might not we ipajce 
a milcdlany of origlnab that would fell? — My 
fingers itch to be at it ;-«-bat I fear it cannot 
be. — ^Thomfon's poem amufed me greatly. — ^I, 
think his plan has faults ; particularlyt that be 
ihould have faid nothing of the dUeafes attend- 
ing lazinefs in \mfr/l canto, but refervcd theni 
to flrike us fnore affeilingty in the laft ; but, on the 
utrhde, who would have thought that Tbomlbii 
could have fo well imitated a peefon remarka- 
ble for fimplicity both of fentiment and phrafe ? 

T 

I STUDY no connexions in a letter; and & | 
j^rocecd to tell you, that I have got a machise 
to exhibit landfcapes> &c. to advantage. It 
cofb Ibout fourteen ihilliDgs, and i reconimeiid 
one to you or Mr. Hftrdy.— Smith's Views (with 
a little colouring) appear ravilhingly ; — 4>ttt if 
you are not content with amufementy aitd wa^ 
fame (which differs about as much as/e^ATrhunting 
£ic0m i&ar^-hunting), you muft print. — ^However, 

if 
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if you can acquiefgs in a limited reputatioriy to 
give you a proper weight at all your vifiting- 
places (which I think enough for all reafona- 
blc ends and purpofes), take the following rei- 
ccipt. 

** A Receipt to make Fame. 

** Take a (hoe-maker into your parlour (that 
, ^^ 19 reputed a good workman)^ and bid him pro-* 
" cure a piece of red or blue Morocco leather j let 
" him fliape this into the fize of a quarter of a 
** iheet of paper, or it may be foraething larger. 
^ Let him double it in fuch a manner as to 
** leave fome part to wrap over ; then fiitch it 
** neatly at the ends, lining it either with fiUc 
^' or the beft yellow leather he can meet widi. 
*• Then muft you befpeak a filvcr clafp, whidi 
•* ^ou may have gilded ; but be fure it be neatly 
^* chafed y and properly annexed to tbe aibrefaid 
*^ Morocco leather. Make a prre&nt of this 
•* to the prettieft girl you know, but filled with 
half a dozen of your beft compQiitions,; take 
care that one be in praife of her ingenuity. 
^ For modefty fs^Jce, defire her not to flbew them 
^' to any living foul ; but, at the fame tiine, be 
** careful thai your clafp be fpicndid, and your 

**icttcf 
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** letter-cafe made according to the foregoing 
« direaions." 



Adieu ! ferioufly yours. 



W. S. 



t^ 



LV. To a Friend, difappointiDg him of a Vific. 

June, 1749. 

FIE on Mr. N — ! he has difappointed me of 
the moil feafonable yifit that heart could 
wi(h or defire. — ^My flowers in bloflbm, my 
walks newly cleaned, my neighbours invited, 
and I languiihing for lack of your company! 
Mean time you are going to dance attendance oa 
a courtier .-^Would to God ! he may difappoinc 
you, according to the ufual prance of thofe 
gentlemen ; — ^I mean, by giving you a far better 
living than you ever expeAed. 

I HAVE no fooner made than I am ready to 
re-call that wilh, in order to fubftitute another 
in its place; which is, that you may rather 
Iquat yourfelf down upon a fat-goofc living in 

Warwickfhire^ 



J^ 
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Warwickftiire, or one in Staffordfhire, or per- 
haps Worceflerfhire, of the fame denominatimn 
i do not mention Shropfliire, becatfe I think 
I am more remote from the main body of that 
county than I am from either of the others. 
But, neverthekfs, by all means wait on Mr* 
N— ; fliew him all refpeft, yet fo as not to lay 
out any of the profits of your contingent living 
in a black velvet waiftcoat and breeches to ap- 
pear before him. True merit needeth nought 
of this* Befides, peradventure, you may hot 
teceive the firft quarter's income of it this half 
year. He will probably do fomething for you 
one time or other ; but you fliali never go into 
Ireland, that if certain, for lefs than a deanry,; 
tjot for lefs than the deanry of St. Patrick's, 
\i you take ray advice. / Lower your hope^ 
only to advance yoijr furprize ; " grata fuper-' 
'' venient qua? non fperabimus." Come to me 
as you may. A tPeek is elapfed fince yon ie^a^ 
to be detained ; you may furely co3;ne over in a 
fortniglK fiow at fartheft ; — ^I will be at home.-^ 
However, write direftlyj you know our letters 
are long upon their joufneyi-^— I expefted you 
the begintiing of every week^ till I received 
yotir laft letter, impatiently. 



N 



For 
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For my part, I begin to wean myfelf from 
all hopes and expeftatioas whatever. — I feed my 
wild-ducks, and I water my carnations t Happy 
enough, if I could extinguifli my ambition 
quite f or indulge (what I hope I feel in an equal 
degree) the defire of being fomething more 
beneficial in my fphere. — Perhaps fome few 
other circumftances would want alfo to be ad- 
jufted. 

.1 HAVE jufl: read Lord Bolingbroke's three 
letters, which I like as much as moll pieces of 
politics lever read. I admire, efpecially, the 
fpirit of the ftyle. I as much admire at the 
editor's unpopular preface. — I know the family 
hitherto feemed to make it a point to conceal 
Pope's affair ; and now, the editor, under 
Lord B's infpeftion, not only relates, but in^ 
vites people to, think the worft of it.. — What 
collateral reafons my Lord may have for think- 
ing ill of Mr. Pope, I cannot fay ; but furely 
it is not political to leffen a perfon^s chara^er 
that had done one fo much honour* 

I am, dear Sir, 

Your affeftionate 

W. Skenstone.\ 

I HAVE 
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1 HAVE this moment received a long letter 
from Lady Luxborough; and you are to lootc 
On all I faid concerning both Lord Bolingbroke's 
aflSiir and her refentment as premature. My 
Lady's daughter and fon-in-law vifit her next 
\7eek* 



LVL To Mf . Jago. 

From The Leafows, as it appears 
on a rainy Evening, June, 

Dear Sir, i749- 

IT would probably be fo long before you can 
deceive this letter by the poft, that I cannot 
think of fubjeftipg my thanks for your lajiy at 
my hopes of feeing you foouy to fuch an uncer'- 
tainty. — 'I fliall not now have it in my power to 
meet you at Mr. Wren's immediately, fo would 
lofe no lime in requefting your company here 
next week, if you pleafe. I hope Mrs. Jago alfo 
will accompany you, and that you will fet out the 
firft day of the wcck^ even Monday ; that you 
tnay not leave nie in lefs than fix days time^ 
under' a pretence of ncceffity. As to the verfes 

N 2. yoii 
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you were fo kind to convey, I will take occafipo 
when you come 

— — " To find out, like a friend, 
*^ Something to bljtme, and mickle to com- 
« mfcnd/' 

So I fay no more at prefent on that head. 

I LOVE to read verfes, but I wrife none. 
"Petti, nihil me ficut antejuvat fcribere!*' — 
I will not fay none ; for I wrote the following at 
breakfaft yefterday, and they are all I have 
wrote fince I faw you. They are ndw in one of 
the root-houfes of Virgil's Grove, for the ad- 
monition of my good friends the tulgar; of 
whom I have multitudes every Sunday evening, 
and who very fortunately believe in fairies^ 
and are no judges of poetry: 

" Here in cool grot, and mofly cell, 
•* We tripping fawns and fairies dwelL 
** Tho' rarely feen by mortal eyej 
^ " Oft as the moon, afcended high, 
" Darts thro' yon limes her quiv'ring beam^ . 
" We frUk it near this cryftal f];ream. 

" Then fear to fpoil thefe facred bow'rs ; 
" Nor wound the fhrabs, nor crop the flow'rs ; 

"So 
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** So may your path with fweets abound ! 
" So may your couch with reft be crown'd ! 
'* But ill-betide or nymph or fwain, 
** Who dares thefe hallow'd haunts profane." 

Oberon. 

I SUPPOSE the rotund at Ilagley iscompleated, 
but I haye not feen it hitherto .; neither do I 
often journey or vifit any where, except whep 
a Ihrub or flower is upon the point of bioflbm- 
ing near my walks. — -I forget one vifit I lately 
made in my neighbourhood, to a young clergy- 
man of tafte and ingenuity. His name is Pixell; 
he pl-ay sanely upon the violin, and very well upon 

* the harpfichord : has fet many things to mufic, 
fome in the foft way, with which I was much 
delighted. He, is young, and has time to im- 
prove himfelf. He gave me an opportunity of 
being acquainted with him by frequently vifiting, 
and introducing company to, my walks.^ — ^I m^ 
him one morning with an Italian in my grove, 
and our acquaintance has been growing ever 
fince. — rHe has a fliare in an eftate that is 
near me, and lives there at prefent ; but I 
doubt will not do fo long ; — when you come, I 
will fend for hiqi. — Have you read my Lord 
Bolingbroke's Effays on Patriotifm, &c. ? and 
have you read Merope ? and do ypu take in the 

N 3 Magazin 
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Magazin des Londres ? and pray how does your 
garden flourilh? I warrant, you do not yet 
know the difference betwixt a ranunculus and 
au anemone. — God help ye ! — Come, to me and 
be informed of the nature of all plants, ** from 
" the cedar on Mount Lebanon to the hyffop 
" that fpringeth out of the wall.": — ^Pray do not 
fail to decorate your new garden, whence you 
may tranfplant all kinds of flowers into your . 

verfes. If by chance you make a vifit at I 

fifty years hence, from fdme diftant part of 
England, (hall you forget this little angle where 
you ufed to mufe and fing? 

*^ En unquam, &c. 
" Poft aliquot, tua regna videns miraberc^ 
« ariftas.*' 

I EXPECT by the return of Tom to receive 
a trifle that will amufe you. It is a gold feal of 
Vida's head, given by Vertue to a rela'tion of 
mine, who publiflied Vi4a, and introduced Ver- 
tue into bufmefs. — ^Perhaps you remember M5. 
Triftram of Hampton, and the day we fpeqt 
there from fchool ; it was his. 

■ 

\ am, very cordially. 

Yours, 

W. Shenstone. 

tVII. To 
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LVIL To the fame. 

Dear Sir, . 1749- 

IT is now Sun Jay evening, and I have been ex-' 
liibiting myfelf in my walks to no lefs than a 
hundred and fifty people, and that with no lefs 
ftate and vanity than a Turk in his feraglio. — 
I \i2i'stfome hopes of feeing you this week ; \^vlI if 
thefe ftiould happen to be fi*uftrated, I ftiall find 
them revive with double ardour and vivacity 
the next. Did not you tell me of a treatifi; 
that, your Mr. Miller had, where the author 
endeavours to vindicate and eftablilh Gothic 
architefture? and does not the fame man exi* 
plain it alfo by draughts on copper plates? 
That very book, or rather the title and the 
author's name, I want. — ^I ftiall never, I believe, 
be entirely partial to Goths or Vandals eitjier ; 
but I think, by the affiftance of fome fuch trea- 
tife', I could fketch out fome charming Gothic 
temples and Gothic benches for garden-feats. — 
I do alfo efteem it extremely ridiculous to per- 
mit another perfon to defign/^r you, when by 
Iketching out your own plans you appropriate 
the merit of all you build, and feel a dduble 
pje^fure from any praifes which it receives. — ^I 

N 4 had 
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had here laft Wcdnefday Dean Lyttelton, Mf^ 
William Lyttelton, Commodore Weft, Mifs Lytr 
f clton, and Mifs Weft. They drank tea, and went 
round my walks, where they feemed aftoniftied 
they had been fo long ignorant of the beauties 
of the place ; faicji in general, evpry thing that 
was complaifant ox friendly ; and left m^ highly 
delighted with their vifir, and with room to 
hope for many more. Mean time, why do not 
you come ? I do fay you are not Pylades. — What ! 
you think, becaufe you have an agreeable wife, 
a!Id five fine children, that you muft employ 
all your time in careiEng them at home, or lay- 
ing fchemes for their emolument abroad ? Is this 
public fpirit ? is this virtue ? or, if it be vir- 
tue, doft thou think, becaufe thou art 'var- 
tuousy there muft be no cakes and ale ? is it not 
your duty to partake of them with a friend 
fometimes ; eafing and relieving him under what 
Boileau calls, 

" Lc penible fardeau de n^ayoir rien a faire ;** 

and what Pope {fteaUng from the former) denq? 
minates 

5* The pains and penalties of idlenefs.^' 

Prat 
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Pray come the firft day of the week, and 
let Mr. Fancourt accompany you. — I have not 
much to add by y^ay of news. The Duke of 
Somerfet is going to lay out thirty thoufand 
pounds upon Northumberland-houfe ; nine, 
houfes to be purchafed and pulled down on 
the other fide the Strand for ftables; the 
Strand there to be widened; I cannot tell 
you half ; but one thing more I will, which is, 
that there will be a chapel on one fide of the 
quadrangle, with a Gothic wainfcot and cieling, 
apd painted glafs ; and fj* ia it a Dutch ftovc, 
contrived fo as logk like a tomb with an um 
upon it. 

What need I write all this I am I not to 
fee you in a few days ? — ^Not a word Biore po- 
fitively ; faving what may fcrve to affure yoa 
;:hat I am, dear Sir, 

Intiolably yours. 



The Leafows, 
July 9, x74^. 



W. Sbbsis^toke* 



LVIIL To 
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LVni. To the fame. 

Dear Sir, The Leafows, Mar. 15, 1749-50. 

THOUGH I have not hitherto troubled you " 
with a letter, I have not been void either 
of inquiry or information^ concerning the ftate of 
your aflfairs, and of Mr, Hardy's heahh. Indeed 
It is now feveral weeks fince I coilefted fome 
particulars from your brother, and I am now 
impatient for further intelligence. As to the cir- 
cumftances of our friendly reception atWroxall, 
Mr, John Jago has probably enough acquainted 
you with them. He would, however, feduce 
me to give you a diftinft account ; being affured, 
afs he fays, that Mr. Wren's behaviour muft. 
afford a good fubjeft for drollery, I do not 
know how far this would be proper ; but I 
think, when I write again to my friend Wren, 
to give bim a Jketch of his own charafter, jufi: 
as it appeared to us during the time of our vifir^ 
Perhaps it may avail a little. Amidft his vio-. 
lent paffion for gardening, if he would but prunp 
away fpme wild excrefcences from pne or tM'o 
branches of his charafter, he might bring him- 
felf to bear good fruit. He fhould weed his 
mind^ little; where there has fprung up a mod 

luxuriaqt 



LETTERS, 187 

toxuriant crop of puns, that threaten to choak 
all its wljolefome produftions. " Spin3s animo 
" fortius qijam agro evelUt.'* He has good 
fenfe and good-nature; pity he Ihould difgulfe 
them.— Not but that it is better to have the 
fubjiance alone than the forms alone, and fo I 
conclude. Since t canie home, I have done 
little elfe than plant buflies, hazel, hawthorn, 
crabtree, elder, &c. together with fome flower- 
ing Ihrubs that I have, had given me, and 
fome that I have purchafed to the amount of 
twenty fliillings, I think nothing remarkable 
has occurred ; only, one miferable teiiipeftuous 
day, I had my Lord Stamford, who called to 
fee my walks. My Lord promifed to come 
again in the fummer, and invited me more than 
once to Enville. By the way, he is now build- 
• ing a Gothic greeti-houfe by Mr. Miller's direc- 
tion, and intends to build caftles, and God- 
knows-what. By all accounts, the place is well 
worth feeing when you conie intjo the country, 
which I hope you will not fail to do this fpring. 
Pray do not you embroil me with Mr. Miller,. 
in regard to any obfervatibns I made hi his 
walks. Remember there were a great many 
things with which I was highly delighted ; and 
forget that there were a few alfo which I feemed 
Jefs to admire. Indeed, I thought it idle tp- 

regulate 



i88 MR. S HENS TONE'S 

regulate my expreffions, amongft friends only, . 
by the fame rules which I ought to obferve in 
mixed company. I fty ought, for he has been 
exceedingly favourable to me in his reprefenta- 
tion of The Leafows. — I hope to fee Mr. Faor 
court with you, when you come this fpring; 
and why not your brother ? he can fpend half 
a week every now and then at Wroxal. 

I HAVE nothing to infert or inclofe in this 
letter that can render it at all agreeable. — ^I can- 
not write J I cannot think. I can juft mufter up 
attention enough to give orders to ray workmen ; 
I faunter about my grounds, take fnuff, and 
read Clariffa. This laft part of my employ- 
ment threatens to grow extremely tedious : not 
but the author is a man of genius and nice ob- 
fervation; but he might be lefs /^ro//Ar. I will fend 
you " The Life of Socrates*' when I can get it 
home from Barrels. I wifh both your circum- 
ftances and mine would allow of an utter inat- 
tention to them ; and then, I believe, our natural 
indolence would be a kind of match for our ambi- 
tion. I ftiall probably enlarge my acquaintance 
this year ; but what doth it ? the circle of my 
friends with whom I can be eq/jf, and amufed 
much, will continue fmall as ever. I could dwell 
a good deal upon this fubjeft; but I have only 
5 room 
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room to defirc you would give me your opinion 
how I Ihould infcribe my urn to Mr. Somervile. 
" Author of the Chace'* cannot be tolerably ex- 
pteffed in Latin without a circumlocution. I aim ^t 
brevity, and would therefore omit it. Pray 
read over the fpecimens I have thrown together, 
stnd oblige me with a fpeedy anfwer, if it extend 
to nothing elfe befides yours and Mrs. Jago's 
health, which I ought at this time more par- 
ticularly to enquire after. 1 am. 

Your moft afFeftionate, 

and faithful friend, 

"VV. SHENSTONEr 



LIX. To the fame. 

Dear^ir, Juneii, X750. 

I ACKNOWLEDGE myfelf obliged ta 
you for procuring me the piftiires. I re- 
ceived them both very fafc, as I have a pretty 
ftrong affuranceI^^//do moft articles of which 
my fervant Tom has the care.-«-He has punAu* 
ality and management to atone for his imperfect 

tions. 
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tions. He brought nie thefe paper-fcuUed buftg^ 
from Wroxall entirely unhurt, contrary to the' 
expcftation of all that faw them ; after which, he 
might undertake for almoft any thing. — ^The por- 
trait is undoubtedly a good one. I (he Wed it to 
Mr. Smart (who is a painter himfelf, though a cler- 
gyman), and he allowed as much ; added alio, 
that it had fomething of Sir Godfrey Kneller, 
as well as of Sir Peter Lely. — The flower-piece 
is very good, fo far as relates to the flowers ; 
the dog and parrot abominable, and the grapes 
very exceptionable. I never confidercd the 
two flower-pieces ait Icheneton with attention 
enough to caufe a preference ; having never 
any thoughts that either would fall to my ihare* 
I Ihall add nothing with regard to your choice ; 
but that I fincerely hope yours is the better piece. 
I never heard of Cafteels, I own y nor can I fiad 
his name in any of my accounts of the painters, 
though they take in pretty modern ones : but I 
can fay this for your Comfort, that if he ex- 
celled in any^ thing, it was probably in flowers ; 
for I fee his dame at- the bottom of thofe flbwer- 
pieces that I have- in water colours, as the de- 
figner of them ; and I think the defigns are 
good. Though I could wifli neither the Cu- 
pid nor the fruit-piece had iefcaped us, yet 
is there no blame to be laid at your dooc ; 

at 
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at leaft fuppofing that you are endowed with 
nothing more than rational conjefture, and that 
you are not gifted With pfophefy. 

And now, having fpoken, I think, to mojl^zxi^ 
of your letter, I proceed to fay a. word or two 
in the way of appendix. Firfl then, after five 
or fix weeks work of mafons and carpenters, I • 
plainly difcover that my houfe is an unfinifhable 
thing ; — and yet, I perfuade myfelf, there will 
never be wanting a room in it, where you may 
fpend an agreeable day with your undoubted 
friend, — ^Did I ever tell you how unfeafonably 
the three fiddles ftruck up in my grove about an 
hour after you left me; and how a fet often bells 
was heard from my wood the evening after? 
It might have paffed for the harmony of fome 
aerial fpirit, who was a well-wilher to us poor 
mortals ; but that I think, had it been fo, it would 
have been addreffed to the better forty and of con- 
fequence have been heard whilft you were here. 
This by way of introduftion to what I am going 
to tell you. Mr. Pixell has made an agreement 
with his club at Birmingham, to give me a day's 
mufic in fome part of my walks. The time is 
not yet fixed ; but, if you were an idle man, and 
could be brought over at a day or two's notice, 

I would 
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1 would give it you, and be in hopes I copld 
entertain you very agreeably. 

Yoir dannot think how much you gratified 
Iny vanity when you were here, by faying, that 
if this place were yours, you thought you 
fliould be lefs able to keep within the bounds 
of ceconofny than myfelf. — God knows, it is pain 
and grief to me to obferve her rules at all^ 
and rigidly I never can. — HoW is it poffible ta 
polfefs improveable fcenes, and not wiCb to im- 
prove them ? and how is it poffible, vt^ith ceco- 
Homy, to be at the expence of improving them 
upon my fortune ? To be continually in fear of 
excefs in perfefting every trifling defign', how irk-* 
fome 1 to be reftrained from attempting anyf 
how vexatious ! fo that I never can enjoy my 
iituation — that is certain. — Oeconoray, that 
invidious old matron ! on occafiori of every itU 
volous expence, makes fuch a hellilh fqualling, 
that the murmur of a cafcade is utterly loft ta 
me.— *Oftea do I cry out with Cowl^, 

**0 rivers! brooks! when, wheniny^w, fliallt 

** Myfelf, cas'd of un^peaceful thoughts, efpy 1 

*^ O woods and groves ! when, when (ball I be 

, " made 

" The happy tenant of your fhatde !'' 

Paper 
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, IPapbr fails : abruptly therefore^ but fincere- 
\j and a^e^OBaftely 

f • 

I ami ^^^^ ^'^^s 

Yours, 

» 

W# Shenstonec 



»#l iiM> I ■ • !«■• 



LX. To C— — W , Efq. 

Dear Sir, Th^Leafows, Sept. 9, 1750* 

PRAY, is lazinefs an excufe for not writing ? 
Tell me.-*-However, If it be fo, I am 
s^raid I (hall want an excufe for lazinefs, like 
the philofopher, who, fuppofing the world 
might reft upon a tortoife's back, found him- 
ielf no'lefs embarraffed, for a pedeftal to fup- 
port his tortoife. I have, indeed, been pretty 
bufy af home, in ralfing a pool-dam, and have 
interchanged a few vifits with fuch of my ac- 
quaintance as live within three miles. — ^What 
then?= — ^r abominate all excufesthat are ground-* 
cd upon the bufinefs or amufements of an idle 
man. — ^As if fuch a perfon*s time was fo wholly 

O • filled 



filled up, that he could not find h^ an hoo^ 
tb write a Uric to his friend. It Is bed t6 ic« 
knowledge lazinefs at firft» ttd that tliere arfc 
particular intervals, when one is much lefs dif-* 
pofed to write even a few line^, thdin at others* 
And then, as to lazinefs, one has nothing to do 
but to plead humata frailty ; which, if a perfon 
has not too many frailties befides, may perhaps 
,bfc indulgel^ him. However, ^^Veniam peti- 
<* mufque, damufque,'' will not fail tb Weigh 
with every good-natured man. The rhief deal* 
ing I have with Harris the Jc!W is, for the in* 
telligencc which he brings me concerting you 
and Mrs. W--- ; but it feldom amounts to much 

more than that you are Widl, and in jdoir garden* 

» 

Me is to Ebrew jew, or he would tell me 
you had piurchaTed a couple of. genteel horfes^ 
, or a chaife and pair, and '^ere coming over h 
The LeaTows to fpend a wi^iek ^ith trie. 

. NEVERtflELEss, I hope to fee you foonj 
but en pajfant I afiure you, I ihall go in about 
a month to Mr. jago's, and from thence to Mr* 
Miller's ; who, tbelieve I told you, was here, with 
Mn Lyttelton,Lady Ayleibury, Colonel Conway, 
&c. I think I never anfwercd your quere con- 
cerning Colonel Lyttelton. — ^He is the fame. 

pcrf(Hi 
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^erfon that you remember, and your propliefy 
doAcerning him has been literally accomplifhedm 
He is a nfan of courage, genius, generofity^ 
and politetfefs ; has be^n fortunate in the world; 
was made a Golonel at about fix and twenty $ dif- 
tinguifhed himfelf in feveral campsdgnsi mar- 
ried the Dutchefs of Bridgewater; and had 
the other day about fixteen tho^fand pounds 
left him- by Colonel Jefferies, a very diftant re- 
lation. He has a feat^ and fpeaks in the Houfe 
of Commons, has bought a town and country* 
houfe ; the latter of which he is ornamenting 
in the modern way. His Dutchefs the moil un- 
ceremonious even-tempc'recl woman that lives.— 
So enjoy the fpirit of prophefy, and exert itagain. 
— ^It needs little more than good fcnfe. — ^Which 
of the hiftorians is it> that foretold in his hiflory a 
Very remarkable feries of events; by diqt of this 
alone, and which were all accomplifhed ? Let 
me know what you are doing now. Have you 
repaired the farm*houfc you talked of ?•— and 
have you remembered to make the man a couple 
of good- large niches in his chimney comer, 
where he, and his family, may fpend a more com- 
fortable evening than Was ever fpent by any 
firft minifter to Chriftc^dom; — perhaps alfo 
converfe more tq the purpofe. You tell me nor 
thing of your Mr. Jago,, Seignior Benedift, the 
Jiew married man. Tell him to leave his wife and 

Q 2 family 
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family for a day or two, faddle his taxxle, and 
come bvcr to The Lcafows.— Tell him, aU 
pleafures are hdghtened by a little difcontinu* 
ancc. — ^Tell him, did I fay? how can you for 
fbame advife him fo contrarily to your own 
praQice ? 

. Believe mc, deat Sir, 

Very faithfully yours, 

W. Shenstoke. 



.*•*> 



LXI. To C — -. W , Efq. 

Dear Sir, The Leafows, Nov. 2, 1750. 

IT never can be that I owe you for three let- 
ters; as to two, I will agree with you; 
one that I received together with my books, and 
the other foon after ; but that I aur indebted 
for more than thefe — 



" Credat Judaeus Apella, 
«* Non ego." 



Even that fame ^* Judseus Apetla," who affords 
me this' very opportunity of fending my com- 
pliment^ 
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pliments to you and Mrs. W — , and of affuring 
you^ that if I had not purpofed to have feen. 
you, I had w^ote to you long ago. 

Master Harris talks very refpcftfully of your 
garden ; and we iave no difpute, favc only in 
one point. He fays, that you labour very 
hard in your vocation ; whereas, I am not wH* 
ling to allow that all the work you ever did, or 
will do in it, is worth a fingle bunch of radilheSf 
However, I dare not contradift him too much^ 
becaufe he waits for my letter. 

How happy are you^ that can hold up your 
fpade, and cry, "Avaunt, Satan!*' when a toy- 
man offers you his deceitful vanities ! Do not 
you rejoice inwardly, and pride yaprfclf greaw;? 
ly in your own phUofophy ? 

^* Twas thus — 
** The wife Athenian crbfs'd a glittering fair : 

Unmov'd by tongues and fights he walk'd the 
place, 
^* Thro* tape, tags, tinfel, gimp, perfume, and 

^ lace. 
^* Then bends from Mars's Hill his awful eyes, 
<^ Apd, " What a world I never wantl'^ he cries,*' 

PARNEIit 

O 3 Mew 
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« 

Mean tlme^ do not defpife others that can fiad 
any needful am\ifement in what^ I think, Ban- 
yan very aptly calls Vanity Fair. I have been 
at it fnaqy time$ thisf feafoo, and have bought 
many kinds of merchandize there. It is a part 
of philofophy, to a^apt one's paffions to one's 
Vay of Uf? ; and the fplitary, unfocial fphe^c 
in which I move n^ake^ me think it happy that 
I can retain a reliih for fuch trifles as I can draw 
into it. Mean time» I dare not reafon too much 
upon this head. Reafon, like the famous con- 
cave mirrour at Paris, would, In two minutes, 
vitrify ;iU the Jew's pack: I meaq, that it 
would immediately deftroy all the form, colour^ 
an4 beauty, of pvery t]iing that is not merely 
^feful. — ^But I ramble too far, and you do not 
want fuch fpeculations^ My intent^ when I fat 
down, was to tell you, that I (hall probably fee 
you very foon> and certainly rems^in in the mean 
time, and at all timesj Sir, 

» 

Your Qbligcd, 

and very faithful fervant. 



i4P-Tfl 
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LXH. To a Pjjicnc^ ^n various Sftbje^. 

Deaf Mr. -—,^ 17$^ 

WITH the utmoft gratitude for the qt>fer- 
TOtions which you fcnt me, and mi\ 
the higheft opinion of their propriety in gene* 
ral, do I fit down to anfwer your obliging letter. 
Yqu will not take it amifs, I knpw, if I fcrib-. 
ble broken hints, and trace out liide iketches of 
my mind, juft as I ftiouW §Q.neaj tg explain iji 
if I. wcr^ upon die- fpot, as pften, as I thiijk of 
you, which I beg leave to affurc ypu happens 
many times in a day. They fay, " A word to 
<* the wife is enough 5" a word, therefore,, ta 
a friend of underftanding may be fuppofjsd tq 
be fomething mor? than enough, biecsiufc it is 
probable he is acquainted with, three par,ts of 
one's mind before. -«• The cenfui:e you havQ 
paiTed upon Milton's Lycidas, fo.far as it regards 

the metre which he has chof(?n, is unesccepr 
tionably juft ; and one would imaging if that 
argument concerning the diftance of the rhime.* 
were preffed home in a public effay, it (hould bp 
fufficient to extirpate that kipd of verfc for 
ever. As fp my opinion concemiixg the chpice 
pf Englilh njctr?, 1 dare not tpuch uppn the fub- 

O4 jeft, 
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jeft, and I will give you my reafon: I began 
upoii It in a letter which I intended For you 
about a month ago ; and I foon found that I had 
filled a flieet qf paper with my differtation, and 
left no room for other things which I had more 
mind to communicate. Bcfide,! found it fo blotte4 
that I did not chufe to fend it : and as the fub-^ 
jeft is fo extremely cppiousj, I Ihall decline if 
entirely, till talking may prove as efFeftual as 
writing. — A% .to your advice, with regard to 
my publications, I believe it to be juft, and 
fliall, in alj probability, purfue it.rr-I art^ afraid^" 
by your account, that Dodfley has publiftied my 
name to the Schpol-miftrefs. I was a good deal 
difpleafed at his publifliing that poem without 
my knowledge, when he had fo many opportu- 
nities of giving me fome previous information ; 
but, as he would probably difregard my refent- 
ment, I chofe to ftifle it, and wfpte to him dir 
reftly upon the receipt of yours, ' tfcit I woulc} 
be glad to Furniih hhn with an improved copy 
of the School-miftrefs, &c. for his fecond edition. 
He accepts it with fome complaifance, defires it 
foon ; and I am at a fault to have the opinion qf 
my friends, what alterations or additioiis it will 
be proper tp infert. I have fcribbled a copy^ 
Ijivhich I fend this day to Mr* Graves and Mr. 
Whiftler j but I am greatly fearful I fcall not 

receive 
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recdve their criticifins time enough^ and I fliall 
Jiave the fame longing for yours. A journey 
to Whitchurch, which I have long propded^ 
might unite all thefe advantages ; and I heartily 
wi(h I may be able to effe& it without inconve^ 
pience* If I go thither, I call on you» 



I anij 



ever and entirely yours^ 



W» ^HENSTOSTE. 



am 



JJXIU. To the fame. > 

The LeafoWs, 
Bear Sir, Mar, 28, 1751. 

WHAT a ftupid fool was I, to (hew you 
thqfe letters of my friend Graves,* 
wi^ftiQ^ he declares himfelf fo freely againft a 
rc^lar corrdTpofldcnce ! fee the e&£is of it ! 
Yoti- have taken immediate advantage of his 
example, and I muil n«ver more expcSt an an* 
fwer tp any letter that I fend you, in lefs than 
|ialf a century. I wrote to you after I came 
^q^e. to t|iank you for all your kindnefs at 
^ ^ I . 
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I > f &c. but not a fyllable have I been j^ile • 
to receive from you, or a word that I could 
hear concerning you. I could, however, 
very cafily convince you, thai' Mr. Graves- 
(your precedent) is not ahogether fo hardened 
an offender as you may imagiue. His laft letter 
is a very afFeftionate recantation. I inclofe that 
part of it which regards Mr F — . 

What a number of fcbcities are irreparably 
broken by the fudden death of the Prince of 
Walcsf Yours, my good friend, which feems 
to be deftroyed amongft the reft, has, I think, 
of late given you no folicitude. Your interefl; 
in Mr. N— will remain the fame, I fuppofe ; 
and if he would but Xcrve you nearer bomCf I 
will have no fort of quarrel with him that he 
did not tranfplant you into Cornwall. — It is at 
leaft fome gratification to a perfon's felf-lovc, 
when one finds the more ambitious hopes of 
more a/piring people as liable to be fi;^eniy 
cxtinguiibcd as one's . own. However, ' the 
death of the Prince gave me a 'good deal of con^ 
cprn, though it ho way affeded my particular 
intereft, as he had all the humane, affable, 
and generous qualities, which could recommend 
him to one's nffeSumi 
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Mrw Grates has fent me two copies of Ferfes. 
One on Medals^ to Mr. Walker ; and the other, 
pn the late Memoirs of the London Heroines^ 
Lady V — , Mrs. Pilkington, and Mrs. Phillip^. 
Both good in their way, which you ihall fee 
when ydi) comp oyer. 

Have yoti feen the firft books of the Scpi* 
]>leriad, by Mr. Cambridge? — The Verfcs 
written in a Country Church-yard B — ^Mr. W. 
Whitehead's Ode to the Nymph of Briftol 
$pripg ?-T-Qr, wh^t bave you feen ?«^— You live 
mfipitely paore in tl^e world than I dp; who 
{leaf nothing, fee nothipg> do nothing, and am 
nothing. Remedy this uohappinefs, by fending 
ide fomewhat that may roufe my attention. — ^I 
muil except what I hear from my Lady Luxbo* 
roughs who indulges me now and th^n with a 
letter hi French. 

m 

If yqu ihoi|14 .tliii|ik this letter^ more than 
ufually dull, you . muft know, t^at, £nce I faw 
you, I hare hccn generally difpirited} till about 
a fortnight ago I found fome nervous diforders 
that I greatly dilliked, ^nd upon examination 
V^as told I had a nervous fever. For this I have 
^een taking faline draughts and bplus's, and 
bope I am fomething better ; though I s^m far 

from 
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from well. I would not indeed have written to 
you at this time, but 1 chofe not to defer fend- 
ing the inclofed poflfcript. — You, who have 
Ihared many of my happieft hours, will excufc 
the produce of a more than ordinarily dull one. 

Mrs. Arnold comes up to enquire after my 
health, and wilhes I may get better, that I may 
ftir out and fee the pretty creatures in the barn. 
It feems, (he has a cow or two that have calved 
tixct I kept my room. 

Why fliould I prolong a letter that has no 
kind of chauc^ to aflford you any amufement i 
Make my compliments to Mrs. — , and believe 
juc to be ever moft affeftionately 

Yours, 

W, ^Shenstone. 

I HAVE juft taken arid Cgned a leafe for life 
of the terrace beyond my wood, for which I am 
to pay annually the fum of on^ ihilling. — ^Am 
not I a man of great worldly importance, to 
purchafe ground and take leafes thus ? — ^What 
matters it whether the articles that fecure the 
premifes to me, would alfo cover them or not ? 
7 H? 
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My fcrvice to Mr. F — ^t ; — ^why will he not 
come and fpend 2 week with me ?-^I think you 
cannot both be abfeat at a time. 



LXIV. To Mr. Graves. 

The Leafows, 

Dear Mr. Graves, Feb, 16, 1750-1. 

SINCE I received ypur letter, I have been a 
week at W — % I believe I may have told 
you, that I never was fond of that place. 
There is too ihuch trivial elegance, too much 
pundilio for me ; and perhaps, as you exprefs 
it, too much /peculation.^ But I was fearful I 
might entirely lofe Mr. Whiitler's acquaintance* 
if I did not make an. effort once in five years to 
return his viiit. Befides, I {hould have had no 
hopes of feeing him at The Leafows hereafter ; 
and I am extremely defirous of feeing both him 
and you here, having made many alterations 
which I do not undertake but with an eye to 
the approbation of my more ingenious friends ; 
but he feems, to my great furprize, to renounce 
the thing called tqfie in buildings, gardens, &c. 
is groMm weary of his own little embellilhmenty 

ait 
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at W — , and longs to fettle in Lonckm for the 
greater part of his time* ThiSf I bdierey he 
vouldpm in execution immediately; but thac 
he thinks it nugbt give ibme uneafinefs to hi& 
mocber, if he ihouid quit the houfe that ihe 
with fo much difficulty obtained for him* / 
too am fick of the word tafie ; but I think the 
tiring itfelf the only proper ambition^ and the 
jpecijic pleafure of all who have any (hare in the 
faculty of imagination. I need not menticM^ my 
reafotts; you will foon conceive them« And^ 
however the cafe be^ there Is one branch of it 
whfdx fo totally engrofies the perfom witlk 
whom I principally converfe, that I was aflo- 
nifhed to hear him fpeak even with indifference 
concerning the reigning taftc for rural decora- 
tions. I could ill forbear tellhig'Mr. Whiftteo 
that he was now lUeralhf a beau in a band-box ; 
but the freedom might have given more ofience 
ihan the joke was worth. He has improved 
the place extremely ; but I do aot like his co^ 
lonnades. Yon knoWi nothing of that kmd is 
tolerable, unlefs regularly executed in (lone: 
that is one thing. Anotha is, that colonnades are 
ornaments which will not bear to be very dimnur^ 
five. Mr. — (whofe houfe only I faw) has been 
at the expence of a large cornice round ii, m 
moft elaborate brick*work; but with regard to hid 

llucco-work 
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ftflcco^work witbin doorsj he is quite extrava* 
gant. — ^I mentioo thefe things upon a fuppofuioci 
that you may like to bear any thing that re-r 
gards tlie place ; but indeed they are fo mighty 
trifling, that I ought to doubt my fuppofition. 
I fupped with Mr* P — ^'s family once at Mr» 
W — % and once at Mr. W— 's, and all was 
mighty well ; only I happen to have a violent 
averiion to card-playing, and at W-^^^ I think 
they do nothing el/e. So that^ on account of 
my ignorance at.quadrille» or any creditable 
game, I was forced to lofe my money, and two 
evenings out of my feven^ ^ Pope Joan with Mr*, 
P — 's children. Mr. W-**-, to make me amends, 
invited me to breakfaft, and ihewed me your 
verfes. I aflfure you, .you have no Occafion for 
a better advocate than Mr; W — ; whether 
with regard to his /a^m^/, or" his ifeal in be- 
half of the fubjeft, the verfes, or the poet. 
I would fain have obtained a copy ; but he did 
not care to give one without your trommiifion. 
I hope you wiH oblige me fo fan I like them 
very much 5 the fubjeft is genteel, and the 
verfes eafy and elegant. We agreed upon one 
or two different readings; and one* fta&za that 
Concerns card$ (hould, I thftik, be correfted. 
Not that I would have you lefs fevcre upon cards 
neither 5 I v^as even glad to find, that you gave- 

them 
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them fo little quarter. I fometimes thonglii: 
that Mr. W — ^'s feemmg fondnefi for them was . 
a kind of contre-ccmr.^^^^ that as it will, hi« 
objection to the flanza^ as well as mine, wa& 
folely founded on the verfifi<:ation, not tfaefen^ 
timent. I liked his Latin Teffes ; but they dd 
not interfere with yours. Send me a copy, and 
confine my ufe of it by what limitations yott 
pleafe. My reigning toy at prefent is a pocket** 
book ; and I glory as much in famifhing it with 
the verfes of my acquaintance, as others would 
with bank-bills. I did not know when I went 
to W — y but I might. have heard Mrs, G— 
accufed of certain quefiions tmtching their Icno (I 
mean of forms and ceremonies) ; but I did not. 
On the contrary, I had the fatisfaftion of heaN 
ing her perfon, her temper, and her under- 
ftanding, much commended ; but this I did not 
want. The delicacy of your tafte is equal with 
me to a thoufand commendations. Mrs. W*— . 
IS really fo much altered by her indifpofition^ 
that I did not know her. She talks of going to 
Bath this feafon.-— I talked of it too, and wiih 
it of all earthly things. You muft know, I could 
not have come to Claverton inftead of going to 
W — , as I did not determine on the expedition 
at home ; but at a friend's houfe, where I was 

betwixt twenty and thirty miles on my way thi- 
ther. 
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{iier, Befides, I would allow myfclf more timd 
when 1 tiirn iriy face towards Batch, than t could 
this winter, Yotir iiivitatidtl, a§ it is very 
bbligingi fo it has many Concurring circum- 
ftances to i*ecomfhend it at this time; I want td 
tecover my healthy which mtift be retovered by 
Bath, of nothingi I want to have you read 
ibme trifles of mine, which miift be ratified by 
you, of no oHe 5 but principally, and above ally 
do I long to fee you, my old frieiid, and Mrs* 
G — •", whdiii I expeft you fhould render my new 
6tie. — ^I am obliged for yotir tharitable endea- 
vours to fuppOTt illy fpirii^. Your company 
tvould dd it efFeftnally, but fcarce any thing 
Jefs, in winter^ Solitary life, limited circum- 
ftances, a phlegmatic habit^ and difagreeabld 
events, have givcfi me a melancholy turn^ that is 
hardiy diflipated by the irioft fcreiie Iky ; but in 
a north-eaft wind is quite intolerable. After a 
long (late bf this kind, upon evefy accefs of 
amufement, one is apt to tWnk it is not right xo 
be happy; that it is one of Wollaftoii's im- 
J)licit lyes; a tfe^tiffg thiags contrary to what 
they dsferve. — Yovlv fituation at Clavertoii is 
admired by moft pqople ; and, if you could 
tonneft fome little matter in the neighbourhood^ 
tiTould be as furely e&vied« 

V tr 
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It is now high time to relcafe you.-«^This i^ 
not a lettef , but an olio. I defire my compli- 
ments to Mrs. G — , and am afFeftionately and 
invariably 

Ypurs, 

W* Shenstone» 

As I mufi: now ufe a frank, I will fend you a 
few infcriptions : your imagination will fupply 
the fcenery, on which, what merit they may 
have, depends. There ivere different readings 
in the firft copy, of which I beg your opijjion. 

Stanza the firft. 

** At leaft this calm fequefter'd {hade 
" Ambition never dares invade 
" No, &c. 
'' But fliuns, &c.^ 
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Stanza the fecond. 

*f Hither the plaintive halcyon hies, 
" Avoiding all the race that flies.** 

My defign was only to convey fome pleafing 
ideas of things, which, though proper to the 

place. 
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^lace, a pcrfon might not chance to fee there 
once in twenty times. Mr, Lyttelton and Lady 
Aylefbury necejfttated me to give them copies^ 
though they probably did it out of coinplai- 
fance only : I gave them in the itiailner I fend 
them you, I hope you have not entirely dropt 
your love for rural fcenes, of which you were 
once fofond. I will allow your tafle for medals 
to preponderate*^ — I beg, dear Sir, you would 
tiegleft no opportunity of calling on itic- — I will 
come to Claverton when I can* 



LXy. To a Friend. 

The LeafoWs, 
DearMr. G— *5 Sept. 17, 1751. 

I AM very fenfibljr obliged to you for the 
diligence and expedition which you have 
lliewn in anfwering . my late requeft : I cannot 
.feel the very tendernefs of friendfhip to be at all 
abated in me by our long fcparation ; nor wilt 
it at any time be poffiblc I fhould, fo long as I 
receive fuch teftimonies of your ufual kindnefs 
iind. ingenuity^ — ^1 have no fort of exceptions to 
make againft the province in which you were 
engaged at Cheltenham, nor the light in which 

P 2 you 
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you appeared. What you loft in any fixit*^ 
opinion of your independency, you would gain 
in their idea of your merit, genius, and learn- 
ing ; and then you had all thofe advantages par 
dejfiu — As to the compliments that were paid, 
to Mrs. G — , you have fomethi^ng of the fame 
fort of reafon to be pleafed with them, that I 
have to be pleafed with thofe that are given to 
my place ; which I confider as naturally ppf- 
feffed of many beauties, each of them brought 
to light, and perfefted. through my own dif- 
cernment, care, and cultivation. And theUy 
your pleafure ought to be fo much greater than 
mine, as you have a nobler fubjeft to enjoy. — 
Mrs. G — has too much fenfe to objefl: againft 
the freedom of this fimilitude. 

I CANNOT help adding a few ftrokes to- your 
pifture of Mrs. - — . I think her* an extremely 
fuperficlal femafe-pedant : for after an interval oF^ 
many years fince I firft couTerfed with her at Mr. 
— — r's, I found her coov^rfaiibn turn folely 
upon the fame topics^ definitions^ and quotations^ 
"I believe, I could . cafdy enough have recom-^ 
mended n^yfelf to a greater degree df her fa- 
vour ; but her vanity and affeftations were beyond 
what I could bear. — ^Your .account of — ' — is .very 
pifturefque> aad agrees^ie to tibe idea I always 

bad; 
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had of him ; but I believe that idea Was per- 
fefted by what obfervations I made when I had 
fome of his company at London. — ^There was 
fomething accountable enough to me in their 
burlefquing Mr. L — ^'s monody. He is, you 
know, aigaged in a party ; and his poem 
(though an extraordinary fine compofition) was 
too tender for the public ear. It Ihould have 
been printed privately, and a dumber of copies 
difperfed only among their friends and acquain- 
tance; — ^but even fo it would have been rc- 
publifhed ; and it was too good to fupprefs. I 
wifli the burlefquers of fuch ingenuous profu- 
fions could be puniftied, confiftenily with Eng- 
glifti liberty. *' Where were ye, Mufes, &c." 
is imitated from Milton, and taken by Milton 
from Theocritus. I write Greek wretchedly ; 
but you will remember the pjiffage, 

nS tffox &^ ?(&' oxa Adpi; lrx>tBTo ; zra w^'k«, 

I HEARD, once before, it was burlefqued 
under the title of " An Elegy on the Death of 
** a favourite Cat ;" but the burlefque will die, 
and the poem will furvive. — ^You tell me, " The 
*' Author of Peregrine Pickle fays, if you will 
^* flatter Mr. Lyttelton well, he will at laft make 

P 3 *^ yoa 
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*^ you a M'ddlefex • Juftice ;" and it happened 
oddly that, whilft I was reading your letter, a 
neighbour told me, I was put in the commiffion 
of the peace. I have never received a fingle 
line from Mr. Whiftler, and I believe my jour- 
ney to W — . has given . the final blow to our 
friendihip. Pray was not Mr. Blandy fome re- 
lation of theirs, or only their attorney? The 
affair is uncommonly Ihocking ; and I fancy the 
genuine accounts that Mr. W — fends you will 
be curious anecdotes at Bath.— I fuppbfe you 
have painted your room with oil colours, and 
made it really handfome^ — ^I drew out a feftoon 
and a medal fome time ago, for a pannel over 
Mr. P — *s chimney ; but they knew not what to 
make of the medal, and had only the feftooa 
executed in flone colour, by a common painter ; 
— yours is better, and in charafter. — I am a de- 
gree more frugal than you ; for I only ufe quick 
lime, and -either blue or yellow fand to take 
away the objection which I have to whited 
walls. 

I PAID a vifittoMr. Lyttelton, the Dean, &c. 
fince he came down ; but had little of their compa- 
ny, for they thought Sir Thomas was dying : how- 
ever, by unparalleled 'ftrength of conftitution, he 
lingered in violent pain till lafl Saturday, when 

he 
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he died, very much lamented. He had good 
aatoral parts, well improved by reading modern 
writers, and by the knowledge of the world : 
extremely prudent, confiderate, humane, polite, 
and charitable.-*-! have jumbled his more ob- 
vious qualities together, that you may not think I 
am ufurping the province of a news-man. Sir 
George will lofe no time in building a new 
houfc, or doing what is more than equivalent to 
the old one. 

I WANT no temptation to come immediately to 
C — . This is a melancholy yZ*^/! with me al- 
ways; whether it be owing to the fcenes I fee, 
or to the effeft of hazy fkies upon an ill-perfpir'* 
ing ikin, — ^I can fay no more at frefenty than 
that I moft ardently defire to fee you, and defirc 
my humble fervice to Mrs. G — . I have a 
chalybcat fpring in the middle of my [grotto : 
what think you of this infcription ? 

** F0N9 FERRVGINEVS 
" DIVARVM OPTVMAE 

^* SALVTI SACEK..*' 

Is it antique ? 

I am, dear Mr. G — , 

Your mofl: afFeftionatc 

W. SflENSfONB. 

P 4 LXVI. To 
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J^Xyi. To Mr. Qravej, on the Deatb of 
Mr* Shenstone's Brother. 

The'Le^fows, 
Dear I^r. Graven, Feb. 14, 1752, 

YQU will be amazed at my long filcncc ; 
and it might f eafoQably excite ibme difguft 
|f my days had paflcd of late in the manner 
fhey ufed to do : but I am not the man I was ; 
perhaps I never fiaiJ be. Alas! my deareft 
friend ! I have lofi my only brother- 1 and, fince 
the fatal clqfe of November, I have had neir 
fher peace nor refpite from agqniziqg tjioughts ! 

You, I think, have feen my brother j but 
perhaps had no opporttmity of difliBguiihing^ 
nim from the groupe of others, whom v^e call 
good-natured .mtn. This part of his charaAcr 
was fo vifible in his. countens^nce, that he wa^ 
generally beloved at fight ; /, who muft be al- 
lowed to know him, do affure you, that his un? 
derftanding was no way inferior to his benevo- 
lence. He had not only a found jpdgemef^t^ 
but a lively wit and genuine humour. As thefe 
fve?:e many times eclipfed by his native bafhfulT 
n^fs, fo hjs benevolence prily fuffered by bein^ 
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0iewB tQ a.n excefs* I here mean* his giTing too 
indifcriminately ijito thofe jovial meetings of 
company, where the warmth of a focial tem- 
per is difcovered with leaft referve ; but the 
virtues of his head and heart would foon have 
0ione without alloy. The foibles of his youth 
were wearing oflf ; and his aflfeftion for me and 
regard to my advice, with his own good fenfe, 
would foon have rendered him all that I could 
tave wifhed in a fucceffor. I never in my life 
khew a perfpn more fincere in the cxpreffion of 
his love or diflike. But it was the former 
that fuited the propenfity of his heart ; the 
latter was as tranfient as the ftarts of paiSon 
that occafioned it. In (hort, with much true 
genius ^nd real fortitude, he was, according to 
the Englijh acceptation, " a truly honeft man ;'* 
pnd I think I may alfo add, a truly Englilh cha^ 
rafter ; but " habeo, dixi ? immo habui fratrem 
*^* & amkum, Chremc !*' All this have I ioji in 
him. He is now in regard to this world no 
^more than a mere idea. And this idea, there* 
•fore, though deeply tinged with melancholy, 
I miifl:, and furely oi^bt to, eheififlpL and pre** 
ferve.. 

I BEirevE \ wrote yon feme Aecenmt of his 

^iQcfs lail fpring ; from whieh to all appearance 

he 
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he was tolerably well recovered. He took the 
air, and vifited about with me, during the 
warmer months of fummer ; but my pleafure 
was of fhort duration. '* Ha?Ct lateri lethalis 
^* arundo 1" The peripneumony under which 
he laboured in the fpring had terminated in an 
adhefion of the lungs to the pleura, fo that he 
could never lie but upon his right fide ; and 
this, as the weather grew colder, occafionecl 
an obftruftion that could never be furmounted. 

Though my reafon forewarned me of the 
event, I was not the more prepared for it. — Let 
me not dwell upon it. — ^It is altogether infup- 
portable in every refpeS ; s^nd my imagination 
feems more afEduous in educing pain from this 
occafion, than I ever yet found it in adminiftering 
to my pleafure. — This hurts me to no purpofe — 
1 know it ; and yet, when I have avocated my 
thoughts, and fixed them for a while upon com- 
mon amufements, I fuffer the fame fort of con- 
fcioufnefs as if I were guilty of a crime. - Be- 
lieve me, this has been the moft fenfible afflic- 
tion I ever felt in my life ; and you, who know 
my anxiety when I had far lefs reafon to com- 
plain, will more eafily conceive it now, than I am 
able to defcribe it. 

I CANNOT 
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I CANNOT pretend to fill up my paper with 
my ufual fubjefts. — ^I Ihould thank )^ou for yoixr 
remarks upon my poetry ; but I defpife poetry : 
and I might 'tell you of all my little rural im- 
proyements ; but I hate them. — ^What can I 
now expeft from my folitary rambles through* 
them, but a feries of melancholy reflexions 
and irkfome anticipations? — Even the plea- 
fure I ihould take in fliewing them to you^ 
the greateft they can afford me, muft be 
now greatly inferior to what it might formerly 
have been. 

How have I proflituted my farrow on occa- 
fions that tittle concerned me ! 1 am aihamed to 
think of that idle " Elegy upon Autumn,*' when I, 
have fo much more important icaufe to hate and 
to condemn it now ; but the glare and gaiety of 
the Spring is what I principally dread ; when I 
ihall find all things reftored* but my poor bro- 
ther, and . fomething like thofe lines of Milton 
will run for ever in my thoughts : 



** Thus, with the year, 
*' Seafons return ; but woviome returns 
** A brother's cordial fmile, at eve or morn. 
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I fhall then feem to wake from amufements, 
company ; CYcry fort of inebriation with which 
I have been endeavouring to lull my grief aflcep, 
as from a dream ; and I fhall feel as if I were! 
that injiant, defpoiled of all I have chiefly 
valued for thirty years together ; of all my pre- 
-lent happinefs, and all my future profpefts. 
The melody of birds, which he no more muft 
hear ; the chearful beams of the fun, of which 
he no more muft partake ; every wonted plea» 
fure will produce thatySnf of pain to which my 
temper is moft obnoxious. Do not confider this 
as poetry.— Poetry on fuch occafions is no more 
than literal truth. In the prefent cafe it is i^ ; 
for half the tendernefs I feel is altogether ihape- 
lefs and inexprei&ble. 

After all, the wifdom erf the vorld may 
perhaps cfteem me a gainer. Ill do they judge 
of this event, who think that any Ihadow of 
amends can be made for the death of a brother, 
and the difappointment of all my fchemes, by 
the acceffion of fomc fortune, which I nevc^^ 
can enjoy ! 

This is a mournful narrative : I will not, 
therefore, enlarge it,-^Amongft all change? 

and 
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and chances^ I often think of you ; and pra/ 
there may be no fufpicion or jealoufy betwixt us 
during the teft of our lives^ 

I am, dear Sir, 

» 

moft aflfedionately youfs. 



LXVII. To C-- W— , Efq, 

At AS ! dear Mr.' W--^! the terrible evenf 
has happened f I have loft the beft of 
brothers ; and you are to pity, not to condemn^^ 
jrour unfortunate eorrcfpondent* 



AbouI* the middle of l^ovembter I had pre- 
pared a letter for you, whfch lies now aflrongff 
tnj papers. At that tiniey amidft all my ap- 
prehenfions, I had fome hopes to ftipport me i 
but before I could fend it, my fituation was 
greatly altered, and the mo^th did not 

wholly 
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wholly expire, till it had eflfeftually rendered 
mc the moft wretched of mankind. 

Thus much it was neceffary I ftiould tell you ; 
you will pardon me, if I do not defcend any 
farther into an account of merit that is loft, 
and of forrow which is too apt to revive of it- 
felf. Be affured, it is to me a lofs which the 
whole world cannot compenfate ; and an afflic- 
tion which the longeft time I can live will not 
be able to erafe. 

You faid, you would let Mafter W — come 
and fpend a few days with me. — I befeech you 
do. — It will be fome relief to me ; and, God 
knows, I have occafion enough for every affift- 
-ance than can be drawn from correfpondence, 
company, or amufemeiit. 

You, Sir, I pr.efume, proceed in the innocent 
recreations of your garden, and thofe may at 
leaft prove a balance for any fmall difquiets 
that attend you. If greater ills befal you, you 
have perfons near you to alleviate them. — A 
wife, family, viGtants, male and female friends 
in abundance, and a table fufficiently hofpita- 
ble to attraft even your enemies. With me the 
cafe is otherwife. What I have undergone 

this 
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this winter, may you never feel fo much as ia 
apprehenfion ! 

Believe me, my friend, 

afFeftJonately and invariably yours, 

jx Kal. March, 

MDCCLII. W. ShENSTONE. 
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LXVIII,. To the fame. 

Dear Mr. W— , July 22, 1752* 

ID O not know why I made you a promife of 
a pretty long letter. What I 'now write 
will be but a moderate one, both in regard to 
length and ftile ; yet write I mutt ^ par Tnaniere 
d^acquit, and you have brought four-pence cx- 
pence upon yourfelf for a parcel of nonfenfe, and 
to no manner of purpofe. This is not tau- 
tology, you muft obferve ; for nonfenfe fome- 
times anfwers very cooliderable purpofes. — In 
love, it is eloquence itfelf,-:-Iii friendfliip, there- 
fore, by all the rules of found logic, you muft 
allow it to bie fomething ; what I cannot fay, 
f' nequeo monftrare, & fentio tantum." The 

principal 
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|>rincipat part of a cOrrc/pondfence betwixt iw6 
idle men confifts in two important enquiries-^-^ 
what we do, and how we d(S ; bilt as all perfonsf 
ought to give fatisfaftion before they expeft to 
^ceive it> I am to tell you in the firft place^ 
that my dwn health is tolerably good, or ra- 
ther what I muft call good,- being, I think, 
inucb better that it has b^en this laft half year.-^ 
Then as touching my occupation, alas ! " Othel- 
** l6*s occupation's gope!** I neither reiad nor write 
aught befides a few letters; and I give myfelf up 
entirely to fcenes of diffipatiori ; lounge at my 
Lord Dudley's for near a week together ; make 
dinners ; accept of invitations ; fit up till three' 
o'clock in the morning wkh young fprightly 
Inarpied woimen^ over white J)ort and vin de 
fayjam ; rafhble over my fields 5 iffue otit 
Orders to my hay-tnakers ; foretel rain and fair 
We;ather ; enjoy the fragance of hay, the coeks^ 
and tiie wind-rovps ; admire that univerfal lawn^ 
t?hich is produced by the fcythe; fdmetimes 
iofpe^l, apd diaw raotildings for itty car-^ 
l^enters; i^^ti«ios paper miy walls, and at 
a^s^ times my cieimga; d0 evecy focial o£c0 
diat falls inr my iTay, bat v^m^t feck opt for 
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^ Sep VO8 quid tandem ? quae circumvolitas 
^ agilis thyma ? non tu corpus eras fine peftore* 
•* Non tibi parvum ingenium, non incultum 
" eft !" In fliort, what do you ? and how do you 
dp ? — that is all. 

Tell my young pupil, yourfon, heuiufl: by 
att manner of means fend me a Latin letter : 
and if he hare any billet in French, for Mifs 
Lea at The Grange, or even in Hebrew;, 
Coptic, or Syriac, 1 will engage it fliall be re- 
ceived very gracioufly. Thither am 1 going to 
dinner this day, and there " implebor veteris 
*' Bacchi, pinguifque ferinse/' 

All this looks like extreme jollity ; but is 
this the true ftate of the cafe, or may I not 
more properly apply the 

^* Spem vultu fimulat, premit atrum cordc 
*« doiorcm V' 

Accept this fcrawl in place of a letter^ and 
believe me 

Ever moll affeftionately jours, 

W, Shenstone. 

(^ LXIX. To 



226 MR. S HEN STONE'S 



LXIX. To Mr. G — , on the Receipt of his 

Pifturc. 

The Leafows, 

Dear Mr- G — , O^- 3, 1752. 

I AM very unfelgnedly afliamed forefleft how 
long it is fince I received your prefent, and 
how much longer it is fince I received your let- 
ter. I have been refoiving tp write to you al- 
moft daily ever fince you left me ; yet have 
fooliflily enough permitted avocations (of infi- 
nitely Jefs importance than your correfpon- 
dence) to interfere with my gratitude, my in- 
tereftr, and my inclination. What apology I 
have to make, though no way adequate to my 
negligence, is in fliort as follows* After the 
receipt of your letter, I deferred writing till 
J could fpeak of the arrival of your pifture. — 
This did not happen till about a month or five 
weeks ago, when I was embarraflTed with mafons» 
cai'vers, carpenters, and company, all at a qme* 
And though it were idle enough to fay, that I 
could not find one vacant hour for my purpofe, 
yet in truth my head was fo confufed by thefe 
multifarious diftraftions, that I could have writ- 
ten nothing fatisfaftory either to my/elf or you : 

nothing 
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nothing worth a fingle penny\ fuppofing the 
poftage were to coft you no more. The work- 
men had not Jinijhed my rooms a minute, when 
Lady Luxborough, Mrs. Davies, and Mr, 
Outing ari'ived, with Jive • fervants and ^fst of 
horfes, to ftay with me for fome time. After a 
nine days vifit, I returned with them to Barrels, 
where I continued for a week ; and whither (by 
the way) I go again with Lord Dudley m about 
a fortriight's time. Other company filled up 
the interftices of my fiimmer ; and . I hope 
my dear friend will accept of this apology for 
fo long a chafm of filence, during which I hate 
been uniformly at his fervice, and true to 
that inviolable friendfhip I Ihall efer bear 
him. 

# • - . ■ 

I PROCEED now to thank you for the dijllnc- 
iion you fhew me, in fending me your pifture: 
I do it very fmcerely. . It is affuredly a ftrong 
likenefs, as my Lady Luxborough with all her 
fervants that havey^<?« you pronounce, as well 
as 1 ; confcquently more valuable to a friend 
.than a face he does not know, though it were 
one of Raphael's. The fmile about the mouth 
is bad ; as it agrees but ill with the gravity of 
the eyes ; and as a fmile, ever fo Kttle outre^ 
has a bad efFeft in* a pifture where it is conjlant, 

(^ 2 though 
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though it may be ever fo graceful in a perfon 
where it is tran/itory. However, this may. be 
altered^ when I can meet with a good painter. 
I have no other objeftion, but to the promi* 
neace of the belly. The hair, I think, is 
good; and the coat and band no way except* 
tionable. I have given it all the advantage I 
can : it has a good light, and makes part of an 
elegant chimney-piece in a genteel^ though lit- 
tle breakfaft-room^ at the end of my houfe. 

Mr. Whiftler and I are now upon good 
terms, and two or three friendly letters have 
beea. interchanged betwixt us. He preffes'mc 
to com^to Whitchurch; and I him to come 
over to 1 he Leafows ; but the winter comeih, 
when no itian can vifit, — ^The difpute is adjufted' 
by ///w^ whilft we are urging it by expojhdafion^ — 
No uncommon event in moft fublunary pro- 
jcas! 

Lady Luxborough faid very extraordinary 
things in praife of Mrs, G — , after you left us at 
Barrels ; yet I fincerely believe no more than 
(he deferves. I took the liberty of fiiewing 
her your letter here, as it included a compli- 
ment to her, which I thought particularly gen- 
teel. — She will ^ways confider you as a perfon 
of genius, and her friend. 
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During moft of this fummer (wherein I have 
feen much company either here or at Lord 
Dudley's), I have been almoft conftantly en- 
gaged in one continued fcene of jollity. I en- 
deavoured to find relief^ from fuch fort of diffi- 
pation ; and, when I had once given in to it, I 
was obliged to proceed { as, they fay, is the 
cafe when perfons difguife their face with paint. 
Mine was a fort of fainting applied to my tem- 
per. " Spem vultu fimulare, premcre atrum 
** corde dolorem.'' And the moment I left it 
oIF, my foul appeared again all haggard and 
forlorn. My company has now deferted me; 
the fplecn-fogs begin to rife ; and the terrible 
incidents of laft winter revive apace in my me- 
mory. This is my ftate of mind, while I write 
you thefe few lines ; yet, I tha^k God, my 
health is not much amifs. 

I DID not forget my promifc of a box, &c. 
to Mrs. G — . I had a dozen fent me, one or 
two of which I could have liked, had they been 
better Jinijked. They were of a good oval, 
white enamel, with flpwcFS, &c. hut horribly 
gilt, and not accurately painted. I beg my 
bed fervice to her, and will make a frcfh effay. 
My dear eft friend, accept this avekward letter 

9^2 fpr 
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for the prefent. — ^In a few pofts, I will write 
again. — ^Belie?e me yours from the bottom of 
my foul. 

W. Shenstone. 

I will fend you a label for made-wine, after 
my own plan. It is enamel, with grapes, 
fliepherd's pipe, &c. The motta vin de pai* 

SAN. 



LXX. To Mr. Jago. 

The Leafows, 
Dear Mr. Jago, Nov. 15, 1752. 

• 

/^OULD I with convenience mount my 
^^ horfe, and ride to Harbury this inftant, 1 
fliould much more willingly do fo than begin 
this letter. Such terrible events have hap- 
pened to us, fince we faw each other laft, that, 
however irkfome it may be to dwell upon them^ 
it is, in the fame degree, unnatural to fubfti- 
tute any fubjeft in their place. 

I DO fincercly forgive your long filence, my 
good friend, indeed I do; though it gave me 

uneafineft* 
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uoeafinefs. I hope you do the fame by mine. 
I x)wn, I could not readily account for i]xtfor7ncr 
period of yours, aay otherwife than by fup- 
pofing that I had faid or done fomething, in the 
levity of my heart, which had given you dif- 
guft ; but being confcious to myfelf of the mofl 
fmcere regard for you, and believing it could 
never be difcredited for any trivial inadverten- 
cies, I remember, I .continued ftill in expefta- 
tion of a letter, and did not dreanj of writing 
till fuch time as I had received oije. I trufted 
you would write at laji ; and that, by ^11 my 
pad endeavours to demon ftrate my friend/hip^ 
you would believe the tree was rooted in my 
heart, whatever irregularity you might obfervp 
in the branches. 

Thjs was my fituation before that dreadful 
sera which gave me fuch a ftiock as to banilh 
my beft friends for a time out of my memory. 
And when they recurred, as they did the firft 
of any thing, I was made ?icquainted with that 
deplorable misfortune of yours ! Believe me, I 
fympatbized in your affliftion, nptwithftanding 
my QWR^ but alas ! what comfort could I ad- 
minifter, who had need of every poffible affift- 
ance to fijpport myfelf? I wrote indeed a few 
letters with difficulty ; amiQOgfl; tjie refl:, one to 

Sv4 ^y 
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my friend Graves ; but it was to vent my 
complaint. — ^I will fend you the letter, if you 
pleafe, as it is by far my leaft painful method 
of conveying ypu fome account of my fituation. 
Let it convince you, that I could have written no- 
thing at that time, which could have been of 
any fervice to you : let it afford you, at leaft, 
a faint fketch of my deareft brother's charac- 
ter ; but let it not appear an often tatious dif- 
play of forrow, of which I am by no means 
guilty. I know but too well that I difcovered 
upon the occafion, what fome would call, an 
tmmanly tendcmefs ; but I know alfo, that for- 
row upon fuch fubjefts as thefc is very con-r 
fiftent with virtue, and with the moft abfolute 
refignation to the juft decrees of Provi- 
dence. " Hominis eft enim affici dolore, y&a- 
*^ tire ; refiftere tamen & folatia admittere, noa 
" folatiis non cgere." Pliny.— I drank, pur- 
chafed amufements, never fuffered myfelf to be 
z minute without company, no matter whatj (a 
it was but cratinuaU At length, by an atten- 
tion to fqch converiacioli and fuch amufements 
as I could at other times defpife, I forgot fo far 
as to be chearful.^— And ^fter this, the fummer, 
through an almoft conftant fticceflion^ of lively 
and agreeable vifitants, proved even a fcene of 
jdOnj*T^lt wgs mebrisition. 9ll» though of ^ 

mingle^ 
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mingled nature ; yet has it maintained a fort of 
truce with grief, till time can affift mc tnore 
cffeftually by throwing back the event to a dif- 
tance. — ^Now, indeed, that my company has all 
forfaken me, and I am delivered up to winter, 
filence, and refleftion, the incidents of the laft 
year revive apace in my memory ; and I am 
even aftonilhed to think of the gaiety of my 
fummer. The fatal anniverfary, the " dies 
" quem femper acerbum, &c/* is beginning to 
approach, and every (ace of the fky fugged^ 
the ideas of . laft winter, — Yet I find myfelf 
chearful in company ; nor would I recommend it 
to you to be much alone. — ^You would lay the 
higheft obligation upon me by coming over at 
this time. — ^I prefled your brother, whom I faw 
at Birmingham, to ufe his influence with you ; 
but if you can by no means undertake the 
journey, I will take my fpeedieft opportunity of 
feeing you at Harbury.— Mr. Miller invited me 
ftrenuoufly to meet Dr. Lyttehon at his houfe ; 
|>ut 1 believe my moft convenient feafon will be, 
fi^hcn: my Lord Dudley goes to Barrels ; for I 
(Ca^ but ill bear the penfivenefs of a long and 
lonely expedition. After all, if you cmld 
come hither firft, it would afford me the moft 
entire fatj^aftiod. — I have been making altera- 
(ipns in my honfe that wpfild amufe you, an^ 

^ have 
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have many- matters to difcourfe \\!i th you, which 
it would be endlefs to mention upon paper. — 
Adieu ! my dear friend ! may your merit be 
known to fome one who has greater fower to 
ferve you than myfelf ; but be alTured, at the 
fame time, that no- one loves you better, or 
cfteems you more. 

* W. Shenstone. 



LXXI. To the fame. 

The Leafows, 
Dear Mr. Jago, Jan. 29* ^753- 

ALTHOUGH I have many reafons to urge 
why I did not write to you before, or 
yifit you front Barrels as I fully intended, 1 will 
venture to wave all particulars till I fee you; 
and only affure you in the general, that I was 
never able to write any thing fatisfaftory, or to 
yifit you, at that time, with any fort of conye-t 
nience. 

Believe me, my .good friend, ii inclinatm 
miffhc have ruled, I had been with you at Har- 

bury 
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bury many weeks ago. Sure I am, they muft 
be the cares of home, and not the pleafures of 
it, that ever were fufficient to detain me during 
the winter feafon. Nor do I think I have ad 
enemy that wiflies me more miferable than I 
bave, almoft conftantly, found myfelf ever 
fince the beginning of it. 

I CANNOT even now fix a time when I can fee 
you; and perhaps it maybe deferred till Mr. 
Miller's place will have received fome advan- 
tage from the Spring : and, in that cafe, I 
would infallibly fee my Lord Guilford's ; but I 
leave this undetermined: and I hope, if yoU 
can wander from home with any kind of fatif- 
faftion, you will do me the juftice to believ^, 
that you have no' friend alive who will more 
gladly receive you than myfelf. 

I HAVE papered fome rooms this laft year, 
and would willingly have you fee them befor6 
their colours are vaniflied ; which, I think, will 
UTiayoidabFy be the cafe of one, before a fccond 
fuiAiner be half concluded. ■ 

Thus is beauty as uncertain as either fortune ' 
or fame/' * 

I ^UPPQ^E 
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I SUPPOSE you have heard there is a citation 
from Doftors Commons, and a writ of ** Ne 
** exeat'* out againfl Mr. W — for an intrigue 

with • If you have not. be not fred-^ 

fitate in fpreading the ftory. — ^They fay, he has 
fled into France oo the occafion. — What a fliock- 
ing affair U this ! fo early in life ! fo extenfive, 
fo lafUng, £> ifremediable m its confequences! 
but, 

** Sic Tifum Veneri ! cui placet itnfares 
^^ Formms atque animoSy fub jnga ahenea, 
^* Scsvo mitterc cum joco !*' 

Your misfortunes and mine incline us, almofl:, 
to love all people that are miferable ; but how 
will the daughters of the Philiftines rejoice on 
the Qcca^on ; nay, almoft countenance ano- 
therf^ lofs of virtue by manifefting their. ovn 

apparent wut of humanity ! 

"^HERE is a mpH admirable piece of allegory 
on tl)is head ii^ the Female Fables, by Brooks, 
if i piiftake not; to whom the author in his 
pre^ce a^OQwledgCf himfelf greatly indebted. 

I AM ^ly ibrry to underftand how much 
you are ^lone; I really imagined you were 

much 
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much happier in point of company than my- 
(elf, as you live in a much politer neighbour- 
hood) ; amofigft perfons of genius, learn* 
ing, and humanity^ And happier you are ; for 
hoWevtr I make a ihift to fcrape fome company 
around me, they are fuch.as can affeft me with 
little die befides the fpleen. 

Do not dwell too much on fubje£ts that make 
yoti thoughtful ; fuperficial amufements are our 
point, till fome time hence : I am an ill advifer ; 
but I prefcribc you the methods which I have 
found moft effedual with myfelf. 

I HAVE not been forgetful of the talk that 
yoa enjoined me, to give you my obfervatiotis 
on the verfes which you inclofed. — ^I will write 
my fentiments on a feparate paper. Do not 
puniih ibe with iilence and fufpence concerning 
you, but write* I can ardently delire what I 
but little deferve, being 

Totir inoft affedSofititi^ IHe&d| 



LXIL Ta 
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LXXIL To the fame. 

The I^afows, 

Dear Mr. Jago, Feb. 27, 1753. 

I WROTE you fome account of myfcif, and 
inclofed fome trivial criticifms, .in a letter I 
fent you about a fortnight ago, which I hope 
you have received. — Tom comes now to enquire 
after your health, and to bring back my ode to 
Colonel Lyttelton ; in regard to which, I defire, 
that you will not be fparing of your animadver- 
fions. I whifpered my difficulties to Mr. Miller 
at Hagley, how delicate I found the fubjeft, 
and how hard it was. to fatisfy either myfelf or 
others ; in all which points he agreed with me. 
Neverthelefs, having twice broken my promife of 
fending a correfted copy to Sir George, I was 
obliged to make my peace by '^frejh one, which 
Ifuppofe, I muft, of neceffity, perform. — Give 
me your whole fentimeats hereupon, I befeech 
you ; in particular and in general, as a critic 
and as a friend. — ^The bad ftate of fpirits which I 
complained of in my laft, for a long time toge- 
ther made me utterly irrefolute : every thing 
occafioned me fufpence ; and I did nothing with 
appetite. — ^This was owing in a great meafure 

to 
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to a flow nervous fever, as 1 have fince difco- 
vered by many concurrent fymptoms. It is now, I 
think, wearing off by degrees. I feem to an- 
ticipate a little of that *^ vernal deh'ght'* which 

Milton mentions, and thinks 
* 

" Able to chafe 
" All fadnefs, but defpair/' 

At leaft, I begin to refume my filly clue of 
hopes and expeftations; which, I know, how- 
ever, will not guide me to any thing more fa- 
tisfaclory than before. 

I HAVE read fcarce any new books this fea- 
fon. Voltaire's new Tragedy was fent me from 
London ; but what has given me the mofl amufe- 
ment, has been the ^* Lettres de Madame de 
" Maintenon," You have probably read them 
already in- Engliih, aad then I need not recom- 
mend them. The Life of Lord Bolingbroke is 
entirely his public life,, and the book three parts 
filled with political rgnarks. 



••- ■* 



As to writing, -I «hfiv?t not attempted it this 
year and more ; nor Mo I know when I Ihall 
again.— ^How^ver, I woul4 be glad to correft 
that Ode '' To the Dutchefs of Somerfet,*' 

when 
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when once I can find in wbofe h^nds it is depo- 
litcd. I was ft>ewn a very elegant letter of 
hers^ the ot&er day; wherein fhe*aik$ for it 
with great politenefs* And as it indndes no- 
thing bnt a love of rural lifej and fuch fort 
of amufements as (he herfelf approves^ I (hall 
(land a good chance of having it received with 
partiality* She lives the life of a religieu/e. 
She has written my Lady Luxborough a very 
ferious letter of condolence upon the misfortune 
in her family; and need enough has Lady 
Luxborough of fo unchangeable a friend! for 
fure nothing could have happened to a perfon 
in her (ituation more fpecificaily unfortunate^ — 
Mr. Reynolds has been at Barrels^ I bear^ and 
has brought her a machine that goes into a 
coat-pockety yet anfwers the end of '^ a jack 
^^ for boots^ a reading-defk^ a cribbage-bMrd, 
^ a pair of fnuffisrs^ a ruler, an eighteen inch- 
*^ rule, three pair of nutcracksj a lemon-iqueezer, 
^ two candleftickSf a picquet-board, smd the 
<< Lord knows what befide/' — Can you form an 
idea of it ? if you can, do you not thmk it mult 
give me pain to reflefi, Ihat I myfelf am ufeful 
for no fort of pttrpofe, when a paltry bit of 
wood can anfwer fo mtn^ f but^ indeed, whilft 
it pretends to thefe exploits, it performs nothing 
welt ; and thereiti I agree with it. So true it 

is. 
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Is, with regard to me, what I told yoti long 
ago. 

** Multa & prseclara minantcm 
" Vivert ncc rcfte, ncc fuaviter I" 

We have a turnpike bill upon the point of 
being brought into the Houfe of Commons : it 
iv'ill convey you about half the way betwixt 
BtrsHngham and Haks, and from thence to 
Hagley ; but, I truft, there will be a left-hand 
attraftion, which will always make you deviate 
from the ftrait line* ' 

I sHpuLp be afliamcd to refleft how much I have 
dwelt upon myfilf ia this letter ; but that I fe- 
rioully approve of cgotiiiii in letters : and were 
ImtKoAo fo, I ihould rm have any other fub- 
jeft. I hav;e not a fiogle neighbour, that is 
either fraught with polijteaefs, literature, or in- 
tdligence ; tmch, tefs have I a tide of fpirits t^ 
fet my inventiofi .afloat;; but jhe lefs I> am ablp 
to amufe jm,- the fw^tflefifpu^ .aa^ I of your 
letters j which afbtd^.cftg , thq^mieft entertain- 
ment, even when !a||ik fpkisr a« <?er fo inuch 
d^prefled. • -^ ^, ^i.^:, j; itiw-i. * - 

That uni verfal chearfulnefs. \vhicn is the lot 
of fome people, perfons that you and 1 may 

R envy 
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envy at the fame time that we defpife^ h worth 
all that either fortune or nature can bellow. 

I am^ vrith entire afie£tion^ 



Vours, 



W« Sh£NSTON£. 



■i tj 
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LXXIII. To Mr. Graves. 



Dear Mr. Graves, 



The LeafowSy 

Mar. 28, 1753. 



I AM vexed to find you have no copy of 
thofc verfes.— =•! muft makeafrefli enquiry; 
and ihould thdy happen to "accompany this 
letter, as I fear they will not^ be fo good as 
t ) affift me all you can in the ^Sray of hints and 
corre^ims* Corrections of what //, and hints 
of what may be. I do not reckon much upon 
thefe verfes, or the patronagp which you men- 
tion ; though the Dutchefs is a woman of high 
I'eputation, and has as much benevblence as any 
woman upon earth. 



I I>Q 
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.1 DO not include the defign of yiiitlng Bath 
as a public place : I have long fince given up 
fuch fchemes of gaiety and expence. I vifit 
you and Mrs. Graves ; at the leaft, I mean to do 
fo. 



Inoculation is a point on which I never 
fpeak a fy liable in the way of- fro or con : 
I mean, pot fo as to influence particulars; 
for, in the general, I efteem it both right 
and falutary, and even right becaufe vie Jind it 
falutary. 

I DO not know whether I could not bear the 
dijbonour of friends* or relations better than 
their death. — ^It muft afford one no fmall fa- 
tisfaftion to give them one's aflfefiion and affift- 
ance under every frailty to which human nature 
is expbfcd ; at leafl, fo long as th^y are true to 
friendfhip.' It is Mr. Whiftler's opinion, as 
well as mine. But Mr. 's cafe is alto- 
gether different ; and I make no queftion that 
he thinks as you do upon the occaflon. 

Poor Danvers's death affcfts me more than 
you would perhaps imagine. If you remember, 

. I was at M when the fcheme of his going 

abroad Was in agitation. — I think how this 

R 2 event 
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event muft affeft Mrs. T — , whofe concern will 
not be lejfened by her long feparation from him. 
I dare fay be reckoned upon his relations here 
as his beji eJiatCy whate? cr he might gain elfe- 
where ; and, no doubt, the hope of retiring 
amongft them has been a conftant fpur.to hit 
diligence. -—The event was always uncertain, 
and hafe proved at kft unfortunate; yet, as 
Mehnoth fays very jnftly, " The courfe of hu- 
*' man affairs requires that we ftiould aft with 
*' 'vigour upon very precarious contingencies.** — 
1 defire you Would give me a fight of the Latin 
jnfcription* 

I THrNK it was the Gentleman's Magazine in 
which! was Ihewn your verfes. 

I HAVE a particular and lively idea of your 
place ; though i do not remember to have feen 
even fuch paris of a fcene as I have united to- 
gether in my imagination. I cannot think other- 
wife than that the front-door opens here, the 
garden-door there, the ftream runs in this place, 
&c. &c. 

** Hac ibat Simois, hasc eft Sigeia tellus.** 

The fight of the place could not imprefs ray 
imagination more deeply j though the impreffion 

lam 
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I am to acquire will hardly leave one line of my 
prefent one remaining. Cabbage-garden omee 
is very high burlefque, and afFefls the improve- 
ments of your friend too nearly. 

Let me know in what manner Mrs. Graves 
and you are drawn. Be as particular as you 
pleafe. 

I COULD not be clear from your letter whe- 
ther you haH received the box or not. That, 
together with the tallies, lay on the table before 
me, while I wrote to you laft ; and went with 
my letter to Birmingham. — ^Pray fatisfy me di- 
reftly whether you received them.— They are 
trifles indeed ; but, as they acquit me of my 
promife, they are virtually of confequence. 

Mr. Whiftlcr has not anfwered a letter 
which I fent him above two months ago : nay, 
I think, a quarter of a year. 

> 

You are rich.— I have only to wifti the con- 
tinuance of yoi(ir riches, with fome diminution of 
your fatigue. And yet the mod laborious man 
in the world is, I am fully affured, more happy 
than the laxieji. 

R 3 . *♦ Tmi 
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** The Rival Brothers" has fomc of Dr. 
Young's afieAaiions ; and I queflion if tho mo- 
ral be abfoluteljr trpe — at leaft, Mr. Addifon is 
in fomc meafure againft it : but, on the whole^ 
I think it a noble Tragedy ; abounding as much 
ivith yefincd fcntiments aind elevJited gxpreffions, 
as '' The Gamefter** and '' The Earl of Effcx" 
^re deficient in both. 

My vcrfes arc not yet fent tor Sir George 
Lyttclton ; / flart new difficulties, and cannot 
make them to my mind: yet have prpmifed 
him a copy, and jdifappointed him thrice; and 
can hardly defer it much Ipnger without great 
offence. 

I HAVE fcarce been twenty yards from home 
this winter, Laft night I vifued one of my 
peighbours j aijd what with wine, fitting up late, a 
perfefl:fluxofdilcourfe,and a return home through 
the dark, found myfelf vertiginous before I was 
awjtref Nev^r did Prior's manly defcription, ^* I 
" draijjc, I liked it npt, &c/' f^em fo natur^d 
%o me as it does to-day. I am abfolutely vile in 
my own fight, and I abhof rayfclf in dufl: and 
j>(hes. I was never (o intoxicated as not to 
|cnow what I fa|d, of to talk mere nonfenfe ; 
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and yet how many things could i wiih unfaid 
that I let fall laft night ! 

We arc "going to add twp new bells to ouir 
prefcnt fet of fix ; to have a turnpike road 
from Hagley to Birmingham, through Hales; 
and to emerge a little from our obfcurity. I 
am, dear Sir, with compliments to Mrs, GraveSi 

Ever moil afFeftionately yours, 

W. Shenstone« 



J-.XXIV. To the fame, with Obfervations 00 

Arms^ InCcriptioAS, &c« 



Dear Mr. Graves, 



The Leafows, 
July 15, 1753. 



I SEND you my Ode, as I fent it to the 
Dutchefs^ome weeks ago. Why I pitched 
upon one reading fooner than another, I wi|l 
not now explain: nor will I trouble you to 
make any frefh remarks upon it at prefent ; 
only, when you happen to read it over at your 
If ifure, if ^y thing occurs to yqu that woul4 

H 4 t^ni 
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tend to pcrfe6l it, I would beg you occafionalljT 
to make fome memorandums, i have not yet 
received an anfwer ; but, as I accompanied the 
verfes with a letter, I fuppofe I fliall receive one 
in return. I alfo added, to fill a blank fpace in 
my papcr-book,a poem which I call " The Vifta;'* 
and which you may perhaps recoUeft : how pro* 
perly I know not, for I had the benefit of no per* 
fon's judgement or advice. 

« 

Lord Dudley made Mr. Dolman a prefent of 
a piece of plate, a large cup, in confideration 
of his filler's being at Broom about half a year. 
There was on it, one fupporter awkwardly 
enough holding up the coronet in his- paw ; and 
from the coroaet proceeded a label, with " amo- 
*^ ris ergo Dudley." I do not know who was 
the manager, or whence he had the infcription ;^ 
but I tUinky, from Dr. H — , This is elegant 
and enough. Neverthelefs, as there may be 
ifome convenience in daziling the eyes of the 
people where I d\tcll, and as ftuh eyes as^ theirs 
are not to be dazzled, and hardly ftruck^ by 
e^l(*g(tnce alone, I chofe the inethod that was 
'xtiott mapttficent .^-^ wilh they are not invidious 
enough to fay^ that his arms are efigravcd there 
for want cjf fome of my own: fo I would not 
'be long before I femove their notable fuggeftion. 
--^I have truly fo low;aiy opinion of arms fince they 

7 became 
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became purchafeable by money, and fince the 
prefent unlimited ufe. of them, that were I to 
find a coat to my name in the office, which I 
did not like, I would not ufe it ; but fubftitutc 
what was more agreeable : yet fome fort of 
right or claim is requifite to fatisfy one's deli- 
cacy with an opinion oi property \ and indeed, 
to fix one*s choice^ where one has the whole 
furniture of the univerfe (or its objeft. — After 
all, the vulgar are more ftruck with arms than 
any thing ; ** ftupet in titulis & imaginibus ;** 
and, I believe, there were near two hundred 
people gathered round Lady LuxborougVs lan- 
deau at Birmingham, and declaring hex arras to 
be very noble, or otherwife.— I do not, there- 
fore, chufe to employ a vulgar mind about this 
matter. — ^Were you to go to London, I (hould 
gladly folicit ycu ; or if you have any friend you 
.could write to in town, to fearch the office ; for 
really I have none that I like for the purfofe. It 
will not coft above a couple of fliillings. — I will 
.fend you- a draught of the lid of my ftandifli 
when it arrives : — ^for I really do not know 
what Mr. Hylton will put upon it : I find, he 
confults with Dr. B — y my Lord's phyfician. — 
^^ tie Dudley" would run moft abominably, and 
** Baro Dudley'* may be authorized by the fre- 
queot praftice of Maittaire. — ^If it is infcribed 

jPudley 
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** Dudley'* ahne^ I can add the reft if I {bould 
hereafter think proper ; and I wifli it may be fo^ 

My verfes to the Colonel are not yet tran* 
fcribed. 

% 
I THiKK the Latin infcription to your brother 

very elegant ; and I (hould not care to have any 
part of it omitted — ^I would, by all means, 

,have this little hiftory of his life perpetuated. 
«* His faltem, &c/' And were you to put it into 
Englifli, it would be too long for an infcription; 

unlcfs you were, by means of ;a printed 

elegy with notes, or any other fuch method, to 
produce the fame cffeft \ and then you might 
make the epitaph as (hort as you pleafed* — 
After all, the/r/? method is perhaps as eligible. 

- When the affair is nearer a conclufion, I fliould 
be glad tp be of any fervice.^— I will think, and 
write again about it. 

■ « 

A>TD now, having fpoke to fuch matters as 
have been the fubjeft of our late correfpon- 
dence, I am at liberty to diverfify my letter. as 
I may.— I (hould be glad to know in your pejft 
whether you have heard of late from Mr. Whift- 
ler; and whether he is confined ?x home as 
ijfual Ijy his mother's ftate of health. I almoft 

defpair 
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defpair of ever feeing him again at The Lea- 
fows, though there is hardly any pleafure I fo 
much covet as that of furpri^ng him with the 
alterations I have made^ and the articles I have 
furchafedj during the five years fince he v^ras in . 
ShropOjire: add to this, the feveral acquaint 
tancesl.hzMC formed which he would like, and 
tha amufing vifits I could pay hereabouts with 
freedom. — ^I do not know whether you faw Mr. 
Davenport and his family at Bath this fpring. 
Heis laying buthis environs, andl am by appoint- 
ment to go over the week after next. He has 
alfo a painter at this time taking ^iews round 
his houfe ; which i^ one of the mod magnificent 
in our county ; yet I never leave home but with 
reluftance. — ^I really Ww^ no place fo well; 
and it is a great favour in me to allot any one 
a week of my fummer. — ^Add to this, thit my 
conititution requires nuriing; and I am mofl: 
happy J where I am moftj/^^f. It is in vain to 
fay, they allow you all freedom^ where you 
cannot allow ityourfelf. . For thisreafon, I never 
more eijjpy myfelf, than I do at The Grange ; 
and yet this to fome may appear paradoxical. 

I YESTERDAY embelliflied my chalybeate 
fpringp — ^The inffripiion thaf: is cut op theftone, 
IS as fpUowsy viz. . 

. " FONS 
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" FONS FERRVGINEVS. 

*' PIVAE CyrAE SECESSY ISTO 

*^ FRTI CONCEDIT 

** SAL7TI S/* 

Yet 1 qucftion whether fome of the following 
be not preferable ; if they are, I beg you will 
tell me. One (hilling and fix-pence produces the 
aiteradon : 

<« FONS FERRVGINEVS* 
** DIVAE PER q.UAM LICET 
^^ HOC SECSSST FRTI, &C. 
" SAL. &C.'* , 

or> 

'^ DIVAE FBR Oy^^ LATBBRAB 
**• QUAEVIS OBLECTANT 

** ice.** 

or, 

** DIVAE LOCORVM OMNIVfiT 
*^ COMMEIIDATRICI, &C." 

or, 

** DIVAE NIMIRYM RVSTICAE 
** SALVTl SACER/' 

or, 

** SIVAI CVI DEBETVR 
^ LOCORTM OMKIVM AMOENITAS 

or. 
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or, 

** DIVAE PER <^AM LICET 
** INORNATO RVRE lAETARI.** 

Believe me ever, with my bcft compli- 
ments to Mrs. Graves^ 

Your moft obliged 

and mofi affe&ionate fervant^ 

W. Shenstone^ 



A. 



LXXV: To Mr. Jago. 

The Lea(bwes, 
Dciir Mf. Jago, Jan. 29, 1754, 

T AM at a lofs how to begin this letter. — ^I 
-*- will not, however, after the ufual way, 
give you a tedious lift of apologies in the front 
of it. Some account of my long filencc you 
will find difperfed throughout the letter ; and 
as for what is deficient, I will dfepend upon your 
friendfhip. 

There 
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TheIie has not been a perfon here fince you 
left me» ^f T^hom I could obtain the leaft in- 
telh"gence concerning you. And as an enquiry 
by the pod was my only obvious method^ I do 
acknowledge myfelf to blame^ notwithftanding 
all the excufes that I can make. 

r 

Amidst that conflux of vifitants whom I re- 
ceived this laft feafon, I was hardly once fo 
happy as I was in your company. I was the 
happief in feeing you fo ; and, if you remem- 
ber, I took notice at the time, how litrie your 
vivacity was impaired in comparifon of my own. 
1£ I was then but a dull companion^ guefs whe- 
ther folitude arid winter were likely to make 
me a better correfpondent. That vein of gaiety 
and humour, which you were once fo partial as 
to- difcover in my letters, will fcarce appear 
'there any more : not even to the eyes of the 
moft partial friend I have. Should you deny 
^hat I aflert, and impute it to a fit of fpleen, 
yet you may allow that it will fcarce enliven any 
letter that I write in winter. Friendfliip ftill 
remains ! Friendfliip, like the root of fome per- 
ennial flower, even then perhaps gathers 
.ftrength in fcqret ; that it may afford a better 
difplay of its colours in the fpring. 

I DO 
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t DO not pretend this to be an adequate apo- 
logy. I know, my deareft friend, that you 
both Hie to fee and hear from me : it proves, 
however, that you have no great lo/s either of 
my letters or my company. 

I AM, as the phrafe is, deeply penetrated by 
the civilities of your Mr. Miller. He took a 
fliort dinner with me once this feafon, dropping 
Sir George at Mr. P — *s. — He could not have 
pleafed me better. — ^Here he happened to meet 
Mr. Lyttelton and Captain Whood. He after- 
wards breakfafled here, and in general feemecl 
glad of every occafion to bring me the gen-- 
teeleft company. .To him I owe Mifs Banks and 
Lord Temple. Can you think that Radway now, 
as well as Harbury, has no attraftions for me ? 
You know me too well ; but I have not truly 
fuch a ftate of health as to dare to be from 
home. Friends will fay, ** you may be as free 
" at our houfes as your own, &c.'* and they 
will mean as xhtjfay ; but if you cannot make 
yonrfelf fo,' what is all this to the purpofe ? 

I CANNOT give you a detail of what has 
paffed with me fince I faw you. Lord Dudley, 
with myfelf, made one vifit to Lord Plymouth's. 

We 



f 
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We met Mr. and Mrs. Winnington. — We took 
a trip to Mr. Vernon's, where we found Mr. 
Coventry and other company. The impreffions 
I received from them would .afford fubjeft for 
converfation betwixt you and me; but I muft 
not aiEgn top much of my paper to that pur- 
pofc # 

Lord Plymouth's piece of water fhould have 
been a ferpentine river. I could give you 
ftrong reafons.— I think my Lord fuch a charac- 
ter as will make a reputable figure in life :— 
beloved he is, and muji be at firft' fight- — Lady 
Plymouth is the moll amiable of women j and, 
of all the world, the propereft perfon that my 
Lord could have chofen. The plan for their 
houfe I think right ; fuppofing it right to con- 
tinue it where it is^ The park is capable of 

fome confiderable beauties. Lord Plymouth 
has been once here fince, and talks o^ caiifing 
me to come, and defign for his environs. — ^I 
feem to be highly in his favour. — ^I hope fome 
time to meet you there. 



My Ode, after an aftonifhing delay, was pre- 
fented to the Dujchefs of Somerfet. — ^It pro- 
duced me two genteel letters from her Grace. 
I am well fatisfied with the event, for fome rea- 

fons. 
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fotis, which I will one day give you— rCtone oi 
moment. — Soon after this, Dodfley prcffed me 
to contribute^ as amply as I pleafed, to a fourth 
volume of his Mifcellanies. I at firfl: meant to 
do fo pretty largely ; I then changed my mind, 
and fent only fome little pieces. Part of thefc 
were my own ; part Mr. Whiftler's, Mr. 
Graves^s, and fome accidental pieces of others, 
which I found in my bureau .—J purpofed to 
fend fome thing of yours too; of myfelfj if I 
was hurried \ elfe, not without your confent. 
What I thought of was, your Linnets. Laft 
week he writes me word, that th0 town .will 
now be too much engroffed by the bufinefs of 
eleftions ; and that he does not - proceed this 
winter.— tSo that we fliall now, you fee, have 
time to meet, or write upon the fubjeft. 

Mr. Graves fent me the inclofed little fable, 
for Dodfley, if I . approved it. — ^I made fome 
alterations, and fent it. — ^Return it to me, if you 

pleafe. — ^It is pretty ; but the infcription muft 
be " To a Friend.'* 



Some correfpondence I have had this winter 
with Mr. Hylton, about toys and trinkets 
which he gets done for me in London. He is 
by far a better friend and corre/pondent xhzn a 

S jpoeU 
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pet. Should you take a* trip to town> he 
would be Q^\x,zfr<md to fee you. 

I AM now, like the relt of the world, peru- 
fing Sir ChaHes Grandifon. — ^I know not whe- 
.llier that worid joins me, in preferring Clariffa. 
,The author wants the art of aBridgemerit m 

every thing that he has written, yet I am much 
iiis admirer. 

My dear friend! cherHh and preferve your 

own vivacity, and let not this phlegmatic epifUe 

impair it. If occafion offers, call on me for 

..^ my own fake ; and believe you have not afive a 

teore affei^ionate friend* 

W, Shenstone. 



liXXVI. To Mr. Grav^es, on the Altema- 
tions of Pleafure and Paiii.^ 

"''■- The Lcafowcs,, 

Dear Mr* Graves^ April 19, 1754. 

IT is a Icmg, long time, according to the com- 
putation of. friendihip, fince I had the plea- 
fure of a Ime from you^ scud I write chiefly to 

remind 
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tcibind you of it j not with any hopes of af^ 
fording you the amufement of a fingle minute* 
ta truthi I have hot fpirits for iti The feve- 
tity, the duration, the folitude, of this winter 
have well-nigh eihaufted them.-— The fucceffion^ 
the regular fucceffion, of pain and pleafurc be- 
cpmes every day more clear to me. It begins 
to feem as ordinary as the courfe of day and 
night# Thus my laft fummer was the moft 
amufing I ever faw ; my winter the mofl difa- 
greeable* Allow me to except one only: I 
tnean, that ever-mournful winter which robbed 
irie of my deareft relation. Sometimes this 
pain and pleaftire are contrafted within the 
compafs of a. day* Sometimes, in different 
WCieks, &c. &c. However, do not think me 
fjip.erftitiousi There is hardly a perfon that is 
le/s (o. Yet I am firnily perfiiaded of the al- 
ternation, either in the mind, or in the events 
themfelves. My fummer, I faid before, was 
highly entertaining ; my winter rendered equally 
difagreeable, by a long-contitiucd fquabble 
amongft our principal pariQiioners, atid by the 
death o^ my beft-beloved and the moft accom- 
Jililhed of my relations, M-^ D— • She rifqued 
going to London for the fake qf finding fome- 
ihing new ; was feized with the fmall-pox, and 
died in all her bloom. — ^The natural confer 

S 2 quench 
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qvience which we (hould draw from obfervations 
of this fort is, equanimity ; *^ aequam memento 
" rebus, &c/' and again, " fperat infeftis, me» 
" tuit feomdis, &c.** Enough of this, which 
I fliould not mention, but that the faft itfelf 
ftrikes me continually more and more ; and were 
I to mark the pleafing and unpleafing parts of my 
exigence in an almanac, as the Romans did their 
Fq/ii and Nefq/li, 1 know not if, at the year's 
end, the black and white marks would not 
nearly balance each other. 

I HAVE bought Hogarth's Analyfis : it is really 
entertaining; and has, in .fome meafure, ad- 
jufted my notions with regard to beauty in ge- 
neral. For inftance, were I to draw a ihield, I 
could give you reafons from hence why the 
fhape was pleafing or difagreeable. I would 
have you borrow and read it. 

Grandison I cannot think equal to ClarliTa ; 
though, were merit in this age to be preferred, 
the author of it deferves a biflipprick. 

Jago has been fortunate for once ; but the 
value of his livings muft be exaggerated in the 
news-papers. 



If 
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I 

If Mr. Whiftler would give me a vifit in the 
height of my feafon this year, I would look 
upon it as one of the moft pleafing events that 
fcould happen to the remainder of my life ; 
and 1 would not prefume to hope that fate 
would ever allow me a repetition of it. 

My love of toys is not quite exhaufted. — ^I 
have purchafed, or rather renovated, feme that 
are both rich and beautiful, though (hortof what I 
meant them. I have amufed myfelf with de- 
figning little ornaments this winter, fome of 
which may turn to account under the manage- 
ment of fome Birmingham mechanic.-^To at- 
chieve eafe^ in that feafon, is the moft that I can 
bofe ; and it is more than I often obtain* 

Excuse this wotthlefs letter ; which mujl coflt 
.you money, as they tell me franks are ufelefs. 
I could not avoid fome uneadnefs upon refle£l- 
ing how long you have been filcnt. Prefent 
my beft compliments to Mrs. Graves ; and pay a 
tribute of one fingle half-flieet to that affeftioa 
with which I am ever 

Yours, 

W. Shenstonb. 
S 3 LXXVII. To 



-* 
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LXXVII. Tp the fame, on the Dcafh of Mri 

Whistler. 

N ... 

The Lealbwes, 
Dear Mr. Graves, June 7, 1754. 

THE melancholy account of our dearfrien4 
Whiftler's death was conveyed to me, 
at the fame inftant, by yours tod by his bro'r 
ther's letter. I have written to his brother 
this poll ; though I am vefy ill able jto write 
upon the fabjeft,' and would willingly have 
waved it longer? but for deccnpy. The triu'mr 
yirate which was the greateft happinefs, an4 
the greatcft pride, pf my life * is; broken ! The 
fabric of an ingenuous and difinterefted friend- 
Ihip has loft a noble cplviran ! yet it may, and 
will, I truft, endure till one qf tis be laid a; 
low. In truth, one can fp little fatisfy one^ 
felf with what we fay upon fuch fad ocCafion^, 
that I made three or fpur effays before I couW 
endure what I had written tp his brother.— rBc 
fo gppd as excufe me to him as well as.ypu caq, 
and eftablilh me in the gpod oplniion ofbtn^ 
and Mr. Walker. , 

Poor Mr. Whiftler! how do all our little 
ilrjfes ah4 bickerments appear tp us at this 

time! 
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time! yet we may with comfort refleft, that 
they were not of ^fort that touched the vttaU 
of our frieAdlhip ; and I may fay, that we 
fondly loved and jeftecmed each other, of ne- 
ceflity. ^* Tales animas oportuit effe Concordes.'* 
Poor Mr. Whiftler ! not a fingle acquaintance 
have I made, npt a fingle pifture or curiofiqr^ 
have I purchafed, not a fingle embelliflimenr 
have I given to my place, fince he was laft here, 
but I hay e had his approbation and his amufement 
in my eye. I will affuredly infcribe my larger 
uiin to his memory ; nor fhall 1 pafs ic without 
^ pleafing melancholy during the remainder of 
jpay days. We have each qf us received a plca- 
-iure from his c^nverfation, which no other con- 
jeriation can afford us at our .prefent time of life. 

'Adieu ! my dear friend ! may our remem- 
brance pf the perfon we have loft l?e the ftrong 
a^d everlafting cement of our affedtion ! Affure 
Mr. John Whiftler of the regard I have for 
^him, upon his own account, as well as his bro- 
ther's. Write to me ; direftly if you have 
opportunity. ""Whether you have or no, be^ 
lieve me to be ever moft aflfeftionately yours, 

W. SnENSTONEr 

' I BEG my coippiiments to Mrs. Graves. 

S 4 XXXVm. T(y 
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LXXVni. To the fame. 

The Leafowes, 

. Dear Mr. Graves, Ju^y 15* 1754. 

TH E particulars relating to our poor friend's 
departure occalioned me much concern, 
and indeed fome tears : yet as tbofe particulars 
are what one covets, to hear, and the melan- 
choly which they produce is never unmixed 
with pleafure, I think myfelf much ^obliged to 
you for the care you tocik to convey them. It 
is poffible, the letters I wrote to you* and Mr. 
J. Whiftler might appear too tender from a 
mere friend of the deceafed ; but there is a 
fympathy betwixt friends, which is not' always 
found amongd relations ; nor does kindred im- 
-^Xy fri^ndjhip a whit more xhzvL friendjhip does 
kindred. It is not many weeks ago, that I had a 
bill filed againft me in Chancery by young D—^, 
^he only near relation I have by the mother's 
fide ; and the next in lineal fuccei&on to my 
fliare of the Penn's eftate.^—Do not let thb fur- 
prize yDU.np-^I believe the aflfair will be accom* 
jnodatedt-ni-He only wanted to procure adivifion 
of the Harborough eftate at a large expence, 
wbicb might* b^ better adjufted Without any i 

in 
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in other words, to run his head again ft a ftpnc- 
wail, that he might hav^ a chance of caufing 
it to tumble upon me. Would you confent that 
I {hould fuflFer him to have the manfion-houfe at 
Harborough thrown into hrs lot i Were I fo to 
do, I could make it advantageous to myfelf, and 
the difpute were at an end ; but I have a kind of 
romantic veneration for that place and family ; 
which, if you remember, I have expreffed itt 
one of my beft elegies *. 

Pray what will become of our letters to 
Mr. Whiftler ? as I am not confcious of any thing 
diflionourable in mine (and I am Jure I may fay 
the fame of yours), methinks I could wifli that 
they might riot be deftroyed^ It is from' i few 
letters of my own or others alone, accidentally 
preferved, that I am able to recolleft what I 
have been doing^iincel was born. 

I MET, when I was laft at Barrels, a furgeon 
of Bath, whofe name, I think, was Cleland. He 
knew your name and place ; but, I find, was 
not perfonally acquainted with you. — I am glad 
enough to hear that your place gets into vogue. 
It is, I think, what you fliould chu/e, upon all 
accounts. Let the beauty of the place guide 

? Elegy XV. 

them 
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them to the D^rits of its owner. I have often 
thought, myf^lf, that wer? b perfon to live at 
The Leafowes, of more merit than myfelf, an4 
a few degrees^ more worldly prudence, Jie could 
icaxce want opportunities to procure his owft 
advancement. .My rural embellilhments are 
perhaps more confiderable than yours ; but then 
the vicinity of Bath might pccafion you a greater 
xonflux. — ^Your unexpenfive illuminations pleafc 
me highly. — ^I have purpofcd thefe many yesu;s 
to purchafe a fet of tin-lamps, of about four- 
pence a-piiSfi^ to ftick againft tr^es, and to ufe 
upon occalion in my coppice ; or rather in my 
grove, where fome of the wjiter-fjills would 
not fail to ihew delightfully. 

You alked me about Jago's prefermeiit. The 
living laji given him by the Biihop of Worcef- 
ter is, I believe, near an hundred pounds a 
year. With this, he has Harbury, of about 
fifty ; and Cheflerton, a fort of chapel of eafe, 
about forty ; in the ivhoky therefore, about a 
hundred and ninety: but then he is obliged to 
keep a curate ; and what I think yet worfe is, 
that he cannot make it convenient to live ,at his 
new fituation, ^which is a pretty one. 

I HAT3rh§d,fome vifitapts t^isfjafpn ; .indeed 
p many, and as cqufid^^ablej^ ^ fuch a fort of 

feafoq 
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feafon could afford me. A Scotch peer called 
upon me in his way through Birmingham : his 
title was . ^■'■« He feemed to have a very 
clear head, a very polite and eafy manner, and 
all the refinement of true tafte, without the 
warmth or appetite .r — ^I could not help think* 
ing him, on many accounts, charaAeriflic of 
the ScQCtiih nation. 

Would to God I could fee yon and Mrs. 
HGraves here this fummer ! 1 have the fame 
%i(h It tnay be my lot Vd^\{\iyou, next autumn. 
3e 'aHufed, I /«r/2/^ it. 

I EXPECT Dodfley every week. He will, I 
am convinced, l?e for publiihing his Mifcellanjr 
^ncxt winter. WouH Mr. W — , think you, 
agree, 'that you and I fiiould'be allowed to pub- 
^lifh fuch of poor Mr. Whiftler's papers there, 
as we judged were moft likely to do credit to his 
memory ? 

Adieu! dear Mr. Graves. Let us recon- 
cile cur jffisftions to the ordinary events of life; 
. and let us adopt my friend Jago into our fecond 
triumvirate. I am, however, always, with pe^ 
guitar attachment, your§, 

W. Shenstone. 

|4y beft CQmplinieints to Mrs. Graves. 

. P.S. 
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p. S. Since I wrote the foregoing, I have had 
Mr. Davenport of Davenport-houfe, with all his 
family. — His brother, the clergyman, remem- 
bered you by yout pifture. — His wife is the 
fineft per/on^ &c. I have feen here, except Lady 
Ay lefbury — ingenious, eafy-behaved, and of an 
excellent temper. — They come to Bath in a 
fortnight 

Since that time, Sir George Lyttelton, Mr. 
Lyttelton, and Mifs Lyttelton. — Sir George 
thinks fbme alterations requifite in my verfes, to 
which I cannot bring my fclf eafily to conform — 

but muft. 

t » 

I LOOK upon my fcheme of embellilhing my 
farm as the only lucky one I ever purfued in my 
life- — My place now brings the world home to 
me, when I have too much indolence to go forth 
in queft of it. 



LXIX. To the fame,. on hearing that his Let- 
ters to Mr. Whiftler were deftroyed. 

The Leafowes; 
Dear Mr. Graves, Oa. 23, 1754. 

IT is certainly fomc argument of a pectdiarity 
in the efteem I bear you, that I feel a readi- 
ncfs to acquaint . you with more of my foibles, 

than 
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than I care to truft with any other perfdti. I 
believe nothing (hews us more plainly either the 
different degrees or kinds' of regard that we en- 
^tertain for our feveral friends (I may alfo add 
the difisrence of their cbaraders)^ than the ordi- 
nary ftyle and tenour of the letters we addrefs 
to them. 

1 CONFESS to you, that I am confiderably morti- 
fied by Mr. John W — ^'s conduft in regard to 
my letters to his brother ; and, rather than they 
ihould have been fo unneceflarily deftroyed, 
would have given more money than it is all6w- 
able for me to mention with decency. I look 
upon my letters as fome of my chef-d'oeuvres ; 
and, could I be fuppofed to have the leaft prc- 
tenfions to propriety' of ftyle or fentiment, I 
Ihould imagine it muft appear, principally, in 
my letters to his brother, and one or two more 
friends. I confidered them as the records of 
z friendship that will be always dear to me ; and 
as the hijiory of my mind for thefe twenty years 
laft pail. The amufement I ihould have found 
in the perufal of them would have been alto- ^ 
gether innocent ; and I would gladly have pre- 
fervcd them, if it were only lo explain thofe 
which I ihall preferve of his brother's. Why 
he ihould allow either me or them fo very little 
weight as not to confult me with regard to them, 
I can by no means conceive. I fuppofe it is not 
un-cujhmary to return them to tTie furviving 

7 friend. 
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friend. I had no aofwer to the letter which | 
wrote Mr. J. W«i-». I received a iriag froni him i 
bot as i thoQgbt it an inadequate memQfi^ of 
the frkndfli^ whi4^ bis brother ha4 for m^t 
1 gaTe it to my fervant the moi&ent I rfe^cejved 
ic ; at the fame tioie I have a 9fat i|ag(liib> 94 

which I caufed the lines Mr. W— left yith jt 
to be ipfcribed; 3x^1 whjcb app^^§ to ine 
a m«.ch more agreeable remembrancer* 

I HAVE read Y&t^f fi^^W prQd,a^io9 )prath jplea^ 
Ikfe ; and k% this letter beg^i^s with a €oafe^o4 
qf f(?ibles, I wiU <WI^* jth?* thf oygh «iere l?^i* 
tt& I have f^Qt you baek yp^r cppy^ i^ which 
1 hii^e madis fogve ler^fements, ipftead pf gi v^og 
jrou my tcafoas oi^ which tbofe crafements wer^^ 
J^uoded* Tr^i^th kf h f^ems to toe to w^t 
teigitty few variations froSi vhat h ©pw ibfi 
]pifie£c&ttem ; and 4:hat, vpan one jnor^ pei^ifalj 
y^ou wHl be able no gijre it as mvich perfedion^ 
as ^u mean jt to jhav^e. And ye$^ did I fup- 
f&k you woMld infert it in Dodfley's CoUcftion^ 
as fl fee np reafon ypu have to tlie contrary, Jt 
Wojuld take any ^ains.ab^nt it that you fhould 
defire 93e« I qayft beg mother copy^ jit yp^r 
leifure. 

I SHOutp like the infcriptipn jfoti mention 
Upon a real ftone-um, which you purchafe very 
reafpoable at Bath ; bjit you mqit not rifque it 

z upon 
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upon the vafc you mention, on any account 

whatever. 

* -^ 

Now I mention Bath, \ muft acquaint you, that 
I have received intelligence from the younger 

DodHey, t%at his brother is now there, and that 
none of the papers I fent him arc yet /ent to 
frefs ; that he expefts his brother home about 
the fourth or fifth of November, 'when he pro- 
ceeds ^ith his publicSiticyn. PcfflSbly you may 
^o to 16ath whilft he is thete, and, if fo, may 
chafe 16 have an interview. 

1 9HAXX -fend two or three little pieces of 
toy, own,' in hop^s that you wiH adjuft the 
reading, and return them as foon as you con^ 
venientiy can. All I can fend to-night is this 
^* Ode to Memory." I IhaH hi the laft place 
defire your opinion asto ihtmBxmcTof ptacing 
*W^hat is fent. The firft pages of his Mifcellacijr 
muft be already fixed. I think to propofe oure 
for the laft ; but as to the 4^rder, it will depend 
entirely upon you. 

Adieu ! in other words, God blefs you ! — ^I 
%ave company at the table all the time I am 
irking. Your ever mofl affectionate 

W. Shenstone. 
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.LXXX. To Mr. Jago. 

The Leafowes^ 
Dear Mr. Jago, , June i6, 1754. 

WERE I to pronounce my fentence upon 
the long fufpeniion of our correfpon- 
dence, I fhould impute the blame of it> iQ al- 
moft equal meafure> to yourfelf and to me. To 
you^ for an omiflion of the letter joMpromfed 
me, when laft in town ; to me, for waiting in 
cxpeftation of it, and for ncglefting to dojujiice 
to the fentiments of 'my heart on the occaiion of 
your late preferment. Great were the hopes I 
had indeed conceived, that your increafe of rc- 
Tenue had been accompanied with a place of 
refidence which was more to your rfiind than that 
where you at prefent abide ; but I do not find 
by any accounts that you purpofe to leave Har- 
bury : for which, ^no doubt, you have reafons 
which I do not yet penetrate ; but which may 
demand my aflent the moment yo}i difcover 
them. I have but little to fay of the life I have 
led fince you received fome account of liie from 
Mr. Hylton in London. The Winter, or at leaft 
its minijlers, continued to tyrannize during the 
minority of Spring ; and the Spring has alike 
been flow in giving up the reins to Summer. Of 

confe- 
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ctinfeqiience, I feem in a fort of middle ftate, 
betwixt a dull half-animated grub> and an iri* 
fignificant loco-motive fly. Neither in the one 
ftate or other am I of the leaft importance; 
but, from the advances which I have already 
made, you ^rc/omewbat the more likely to find 
me in your garden. About a fortnight ago; I 
received a line or two from our intimate ac- 
quaintance and fchool-fellow Mr. Halli It \vas 
brought nie by Sir Edward Boqghton's gar- 
dener ; a fellow of good tafte, to whom Mr. Hall 
defired I would caufe The Leafowcs to be fliewn. 
1 find you have delighted Mrs. Hall by forne al- 
terations which you propofe for their environs, 
jmd which they thoroughly refolve to put in 
execution. When 1 come over into Warwick- 
dire, as I hope todofoon, I (hall betcry glaij 
to make them a vifit in your coriipany. My 
fpirits, though far from good, are better, in 
the main, than they were in winter ; and, on 
fome peculiar days, are raifed as high as to 
alacrity : very feHom higher ; feldonpt fo high. 

Yoi; muii (from itence at leaft) take matters 
. in the ordet .or rather difordet in which they 
occur : Mr. Miller I faw on Wednefday laft in 
Lady Lyttelton's coach, who flopped two tai- 
Hutes at my gate on her return from London. I 
€n(|uired concerning you ; but could gachei^ na 

T intelli* 
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intelligence!. — Mr. Hylton, who is now in War- 
wickfliire (if he have not (trolled to London), 
has been with me feveral months this fumrner'. 
He is adding a room or two to his place, which 
lies very near me ; and purpofes to refide there 
fo foon as it is finiihed. The lituation is not 
void of beauties ; but, if you will pardon the 
▼anity, muft veil its bonnet to mine. . I have 
beard of planting hollies, pyracanthas, and 
other berry-bearing greens, to attraftthofe Black- 
birds which you have (o efFeftually celebrated : 
it fliall be my ambidon to plant good neighbours; 
and, what with Lord Dudley and his exo- 
tics, Mr. Hylton with his foffils, and myfcif 
with mjferme ornee, is there not fome room to 
expeft that we may attraft the tafters this way ? 
but firft we muft take fome care to advertife 
them where their treafures lie.— Another day is 
pafled, and Mr. Miller, &c. has again been 
with me, and waked me out of a found ileep to 
breakfaft. — ^Hc mentions with what reludancc 
he left a furveyor at Radway, employed iu^ 

taking plans of the field of battle near Edge- 
hill. This he purpofes to enrich with a num- 
ber of anecdotes, gleaned from his neighbour- 
hood ; which muft probably render it extremely 
entertaining: and furely Edge-hill fight was 
never more unfortunate to the nation, than it 
was lucky for Mr. Miller. He prints, together 

with 



I 
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teith this plan, another fheet of Radway Caftle. 
1 approve his defign. He will, by this means, 
turn every bank and hillock of his eftate there. 
If not into clajftcal, at leafl into hijiorkal 
ground. 

• 

I HAVE done mighty little about my gi'Qundi 
fince laft winter. As indolence has on many 00- 
cafidns contributed to impair niy finances, it is 
but }uft that it fhould fome times contribute to 
rejiore them. Yet I am not quite deftitute of 
fomething new for your amufdmenf .- 

« 

Of late I have neither read nor written a 
fyllable. What pleafed me lall was Hogarth's 
Analyfis. I expcft Dodfley down every week ; 
and as he will fpend a few days with me, I could 
wifli you were to meet him. His genius is truly 
poetical, and his fentiments aicogethef liberal 
and ingenuous. 

I AM, at prefent, a funreyor of foads : em- 
ployed in repairing my lane to the turnpike. 
Ho^ glad (hould Ibc to meet you, and to flieW 
you its beauties ! to ihew you Mr. Hylton's 
hew feries of coins ; — 'his dejigns as well as his 
performances at Lappa ! — how glad flionld I, be 
to fee you ! yea, 1 would harldly fail to return 
Vith you to Harbury ; were you to add this^ 

T 2 on« 
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one obligation. I left Mr. Miller in doubt wbe» 
ther he would not fee me at Radway fome time 
next week. Evil and capricious health (the 
particulars of which would make a detail of na 
importance) deftroys all my piinftuality, and 
bids me promife with fear. You, I truft, arc 
moftly at home ; and were you to be at Snit- 
terfield, I would follow you without reluftance* 
So, with hopes to fee you fliortly, either in 
YTarwieldhirc or Shropfliire, I relinquifli the 
fubjea. 

I HAVE referved a very melancholy fubjeft for 
the laft. May you» and Mr. Graves, and my- 
. felf, ftand firm to fupport the fabric of friend- 
{hip, which has loft a very beautiful column ia 
poor Mr.. Whiftler ! he died of a fore-throat,, 
which in a few days time turned to an inward 
mortification.r— I will fay no more on the occa- 
fion : very affefting has it been to me. — Go4 
preferve your life, your happihcfs,, and your 
friendftiips ! and may you ever be afureid of that- 
with which I am, dear Sir, 

I 

* 

Your moft affeftionatc humble fcr van^ 

W. Shenstone- 

Shall I beg a line from you, as foon as may^ 
be \ — ^I do, moft earneftly. 

I AM 
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1 AH given to underftand that I may expeft 

^ vifit this fummer from the Bifliop of Worcef- 

€er ; from Lord Ward, Lord Coventry, and 

Lord Guernfey, — ^It may be fo ; but honours 

•of this forty which would formerly have affefted 

me, perhaps too deeply, have now loft, much 

'of their wonted poignancy. C^iXi fuch perfons- 

bear to fee the fcenes riant^ and to find the owner 

gloomy? Let them^ as they are able^ make my 

drcumftances more afBuent ; and they fliail find 

the reflexion in my face and in their reception j 

but, as this will never be, it is no compliment to 

declare, that am hour or two's interview with you 

or Mn Graves outweighs the arrival of the 

Ivhole Britifti Peerage. 

Something clfe I have to lay. Young Pixell 
iaft winter told me, th^t the organift of Wor- 
cefier had fet your Ode (The Blackbirds) to 
mufic ; that he liked the mufick ; and that he 
would fiBg it next evening at the Birmingham 
concert. I -have not hear^ him mention xxftnce^^ 
BXid I forgot to enquire 4 but, if you happen to 
have the notes, I (hould be glad if you would 
inclofe them fdt me. 

I HAVE been of late much bent upon the en- 
creafe of horns in this neighbourhood. — ^Do 
no interpret me perverfely ; I mean French- 

T 3 * horns 
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horns only. My Lord Dudley has had a per^ 
fon to teach two of his fervants — ^noihing — ^at 
•my inflig^tion ; but your old acquaintance Mau- 
rice, who lives at the corner of my coppice^ will 
exceed them in a week by means of a gopd ear, 
I have borrowed a horn fpr hinj. Adieu ! 



LXXXI. To C— W— , Eftj. 

Dear Mr. W — , J"'y 6> i754* 

you do me juftice in believing that I am 
truly forry you have not been well. A 
. degree or two of regularity more than what 
you have already will, I fancy, reftore your 
health, and my fatisfaftion ; and I beg you will 
afford me the earlieft account of yoxxi^ reco- 
very, 

I CONSIDERED Matter W — h vifit as an abr 
folute engagement, and remained at home in 
conftant expeftation of him for a fortnight to- 
gether. — :I am, however, not forfy, for his own 
fake, that he is gone tq Oxford, cfpecially as 
you feem to have an affurance of its proving ad- 
vantageous. Pray affure him of my eamef^ 
wilhes for his happinefs, and that The Lea- 

fowes 
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fowec will be always at his fervice, whenever, 
through the ficklenefs of human nature, he 
thinks proper to give up a Mufe for a 'Water- 
nymph. 

I EXPECT Mr. Hylton daily. — ^He was laft 
week in London, and is now, I believe, at Co- 
ventry. — He will probably vifit you before he 
comes into this country.-r-He talked of it 
when he left me*— I am obliged to be brief. 

Post-woman waits for me, " multa gemens." 
DodQey is the man fpr your purpofe. — He has, 
with good genius, a liberal turn of mind. — riexpeft 
him to fpend a few days here every week. — 
I will, if he returns through Warwickfliire, 
xxrcafion him to call upon you ; but you know 
he is often lame with the gout, and will hardly 
be able to make any long digreffion. 

Your cafe is exaftly mine.— You fay, you can- 
not bear wrongs with patience, but you can 
fleep and forget them. — ^So can I — fo do L — 
Did I never tell you (if not, I do fo now) that 
indolence will, in a thoufaijd inftahces, give 
pne all the advantages of pliiilofophy \ and pray, 
if ypu call me lazy aqy.more, take care that 
you do not ufe an expreffion by way of difpa- 
ragement, which I f onfider as the higheft ho- 
pour. I am a fool, however, for difcovering 

T4 my 
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my fccret. What a number of compHmeotf 
might you have made me unwittingly ! 

" Tacitus pafci fi poffet corvus, haberet 
" Plus dapis, & rixae minus, invidiasque.** 



Had I time, I could comfort you under your 
ill-ufage, by difcovering to you the fimilitude 
of my own fituation. 

Excuse this fcrawl ; accept my compliments; 
carry them to Mrs. and Mifs W — ; and belifv0 
me ever your obliged and moft obedient hum»^ 
ble fervant, 

W. Shenstone, 



■LXXII. To Mr..jAGo, on their Contribution 

to Dodfley's Mifcellariies. 

The LeaTowes, 
Dear Mr. Jago, Jan. 22, 1755, 

I AM fure you muft be puzzled how to ac-? 
count for my filence, after the honour ypu 
Tiave done me by your verfes, and the reqi^eft 
you made that I would write.— I am alfo as 
piuch at a Iqfs how to give 2^ proper weight to 
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my apology. To fay I hare been III, would 
perhaps imply too much: when I would 
only allude to that ftate of heavinefs and de- 
jeftion which is fo frequendy my lot at this 
time of the year ; and which renders me both 
fiverfe to writing, and utterly diffatisfied with 
every thing that I do write^ 

* 
If at any time my head grew a little lefs con- 
fufed than ordinary, I was obliged to devote my 
attention to the affair in which I had {ofoolijhly 
involved myfelf with Dodfley. You arc unable to 
conceive what vexation it has given me : I could 
not endure to difappoint him : of confequence, it 
jias been my lot to ftudy the delicacies, of poetry 
when my brain was not fufEcient to indite a piece 
of common profe ; but as iht Mmfe (by which 
I mean my own performances) will fo fbon make 
its ridiculous appearance, it were totally impo^ 
litic in me to expatiate on the labours of the 
Mountain.-'^lihc firft letter I received from you 
left me greatly diffatisfied* I was then to fend 
D— mj final inftruftions in a poft or two.-*-You 
toot little notice of any query I made ; and in- 
timated a dlfapprobation, which agreed too well 
•with my own internal fentiments.-^I knew not 
l)ut you were ^«^ry at the liberties I had taken ; 
.though I could have fuppreffed any fingle paper 
•which I had then conveyed to JLondon*— liittlc 

did 
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did I then imagine that it was in my power ta 
have protrafted the affair till now. Had that 
been the cafe, 1 (hould have troubled you with 
repeated embaflies ; for I abhor the tedioufnefs 
of the poft, and my fervants do litde at this 
time of the year, that is of more importaacQ 
than their matter's poetry. 

* Your next letter convinced me, that you had 
taken no oflFence : and fo far I was happy ; but 
then I wanted to have yoUr Gold-finches as cor- 
reft as your Black-birds ; there were ferns 
things I wiflied yoii to alter ; and others in regard 
to which I was defirous to fpeak my fentiments. 
Add to' this, my own verfes^ with which I was 
infinitely more diffatisfied. Why then did I not 
. write ? — ^The true reafon was, that I was preffcd 
\yj D — to fend conclufions every poft; and 
though I have had all this leifure (as it happens) 
Cnce you wrote, I never could depend upon 
more than the fpace of a day or two. Befides, 
criticifms in the way of letter are extremely te- 
dious and difiadsfaflory ; infomuch, that I am 
thorougtily determined never to print any t^ing 
for the future, unlefs I have the company of my 
friends when I fend to the prefs. Hurried as I 
then was, I fent up your two copies, and what 
I propofed for him of my own, with a kind of 
difcretionary power to feleft the beft readings. 

How 
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How you would approve of this mcafurc I knew 
not ; but I had this to plead in my behalf, that 
P-r- was a perfon of tafte himfdf\ that he had, 
as I imagined, many learned friends to aiEft 
him ; that his tntereji was concerned in the per- 
fefiion of his Mifcellany ; and that I fubmitted 
my own pieces to the fame judgement, 

A^TER all, I am but indifferently fatisfied 
with the prefent ftate of thefe contributions. 
D — writes juft fo much as he deems necejfary in 
the way of bufinefs, and pafles by a thoufand * 
points in my letters which deferve an anfwer. 
His laft acquaints me, that he has fpent a whole 
d^y in the arrangement of what I have fent 
him; and that he purpofes to fend me proaf" 
Jheets before the clofe of this week, defiring I 
would fend them back by the return of the poft. 
Whether they arrive on Saturday or on Mon- 
day, I jpan keep them till the Thprfday follow^ 

And this brings me, in thelaft place, to the 
main purpofe of this letter. — It is a requeft on 
which I lay great ftrefs ; and which you muft 
not refufe me upon almoft any confideration. — ^I 
beg, in fhort, that you would promife me the 
favour of your company on Monday (or even 
Tpefday) next, if poffible ; and let us Jointly fix 

the 
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the readings of your pieces, of my owriy and 
thofe of our common friends. — You will imme- 
diately comprehend the expediency of this ; now, 
in particular, that our names are to appear. 
Some alterations I think neccjfary in your Gold- 
finches, -and there are two or three ftanzas 
which I think you might improve. — ^Neverthe- 
Icfs, I will not pretend that this journey is fo 
reqtujiie upon your own account as mine\ and 
will recommend it upon no other footing than 
the pleafure you will receive by the obligation 
which you will confer. 

I THOUGHT to have concluded here ; but, as 
an envelope is now become altogether neceffary, 
have a temptation to proceed which I did not fee 
before. 

It is now become Friday the twenty-fourth of 
January. The packets I fend, and the requeft 
that I make upon fo little warning, will, at firft, 
aftonifh you. — ^Unforefeen interruptions would 
not fuffer me to difpatch my courier fobner. — 
What then remains, but that I endeavour to 
adjuft this affair agreeably to its prefent circum- 
Ilances ? 

You will readily conceive from what you ob- 
ferve in my packets, how dcfireable your com- 
pany 
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pany is to me at this junfture. Suppofing it 
then in your fw)er to come over on Monday, 
Tuefday, or even Wednefday, I am inclined to 
belierc you will. Suppofing it not fo, I can 
ibrefcc you will not have leifure to fatisfy my 
queries by the return of the bearer ; and what I 
would ne:6t propofe is, that you would either 
fuffer me to fend again to you betwixt this tinie 
and Thurfday next ; or that you would yourfelf 
difpatch a purpofe-meffenger, and allow me to 
pay for his journey. — ^In either of thefe latter 
cafes, I am fure you fo well know the nature 
of my prefent irrefolution, that you will endea-^ 
Tour to afford me all the afllftance you are able^ 

Adiexj! my dear friend! and depend upoa 
. my beft fervices on every poffible occafion • 

I am ever your mofl: affedionate 

and moil obedient fervant,. 

W, SlfENSTO»E. 
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LXXXIII. To the fame» on the fame Subjeft. 

I'he Leafowes, 

Dear Mr- Jagd, Feb. 22, 1755. 

I RECEIVED a letter from Dddflfey, dated 
the fifteenth of February ; informing me 
that you were then in town, had been with him, 
tod left your direftions whither he might fend 
you a fet of Mifcellanies. 

February the twentieth, and not before^ 

arrived young H with your letter 5 very 

obligingly intended to give me previous notice of 
ydUf journey ; but which, by the iniquity of 
chance, tended only to acquaint me with an ojJ- 
pdrtunity which I had loji^ 

There ij nothing could have been fo fortii-* 
nate as your journey to London, had Mr. H — - 
thought proper to bring your letter in due 
titfie.— What eicufe he made for his negleft^ 
or whether he made any, I have really forgot^ 
This I know, that the whole affair has been un- 
lucky. There has been abundant time for con-* 
fultation, and a perfeft feries of opportunities 
of which we have not been fuffered to avail 
, ourfelvest— It is now three weeks or a month 

iiuce 
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fince I cdrrefted the proof-flieets ; was fo htit- 
ried in the doing of it that I fcarce knew what 
I wrote ; and yet, in fpite of all this hurry, the 
book is hitherto unpublilhed. Now^ indeed, 
it muft be much too late for alterations, as D — 
has given me fome room to expeft a book this 
very day. — ^I know but little what he has done 
in confequence of that difcretionary power 
with which I, through hatle, was obliged to 
iniruft him : but in what I have done, myfelfj 
you may expeft to find all the effefts of dulnefs 
precipitated. 

It is now the twenty-third of February, and 

I have received no fre(h account of our friend 
Dodfley's proceedings ; nor am I able to trace 
them, as I expeded, in the news-papers. 

As to your (hare of this Mifcellany, you can 
have no caufe to be diffatisfied. — After what 
manner he has thought proper to print Lady 
L — *s verfes, I am a good deal uncertain ; but I 
apprehend he has not followed her own read- 
ings very prccifely, and that the blame thereof 
is to be thrown upon me. — I am concerned forjthe 
memory of my poor friend Whiftler ; and re- 
gret that his better pieces did not fall into my 
hands. I think that Dodfley, however, would 
have done him greater juftice, had he infened 

his 
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liis tranflation of '* Horace and Lydia/' It U 
tnxc, the tranfladons of that Ode are out of 
number ; but hrs, if I miftake not, had many 
beauties of its own,— I do not know whe- 
ther I eiftv hinted to you, that his genius and 
that of Ovid were apparently congenial. — ^Had 
he cultivated his with equal care, perhaps the 
fimilitude had been as obvious as that of your 
twin-daughters. — Mr. Graves has one fmall 
well-polifhed gem in this colledion i his verfes 
upon Medals. — His little conjugal Love-fimg i» 
alfo natural and eafy. — I told you what I leaftdif- 
liked of my own puerilities.— -If the prinring of my 
Rural Infcriptions be invidious, it was altogether 
owing to the inftigation of Sir G— L— '. There are 
four or five little matters, which, if he have print-' 
ed with my name, incorreA as they are, I fhall be 
utterly difconfolate ; at leaft, till I get fight of 
a fucceeding impreflion. — ^For though I am nor 
much folicitous about a poetical repmatk>n (andl 
indeed it is of little importance to 1x) domejhc am 
animal as myfelf), yet I could ill endure tot p2t& 
for an affe£led, powerlefs pretender ^^ 



And now no more upon the fttbjeft.— I ftave 
nothing to 2&^ that can the leaft amufe you^*--^ 
You, who have been converfant with all the bufy 
and the fplendid fcenes of life, can want no ma- 
terials to make a letter eittertaiain^.-^Indeed 
a your 
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yoo never did. — I {hall be glad, however, to 
receive a bng oae, upon what iubjefts you 
pteafe* 

I HAVE paffed a very dull add unamufive ' 
winter j my health indeed rather better than I 
experienced it laft year ; but my head as con- 
fufed, and my fpirits as low. I live in hopes of 
an opportunity of feeing you at Harbury ; but I 
begin now to receive vifits as an honeft beggar 
does an alms, with my humbleft thanks for the 
favour, and with a defpair of making a return. 

Perhaps' my next letter may difcover fome- 
What more refolution : inclination I never want ; 
being at all times with lingular afFeftion yours, 

W. Shenstone. 



LXXXIV. To the fame. 

The Lcafowcs, 

Dear Mr. Jago, April 3, 1755. 

IHAVfe fo long expefted the favour of a 
few lines from you, that I begin at laft to 
queftion whether you received the letter I fenf^ 
3fou. It was indofed in one to Mr. M — — ^, 

XT whom 



290 MR. S HE N&T ONE'S 

whom I requefted to further it with all coh»- 
venient expedition. I am neither able to recol- 
left the whole contents of it ; nor indeed, if I 
v)ere^ could I endure the thoughts of tranfcribing 
them. The chief intention of it, however, was 
to acquaint you of Mr. H — 's unhappy delay 
in the delivery of that letter with which yon fa-- 
vourcd me from Radway. 

What confirms me in a fufpicion that my . 
laft letter mifcarried, is, that Mr. Wren late- 
ly acquainted me of your being at Wroxall 
upon bufinefs, and of your making fome flight 
mention of Mr. Dodfley's publication, without 
intimating that you difcovered any defigji yott« 
had of writing to me. This is mere preamble 
and fluff: implying nothing more than the de- 
fire I have to hear from you, when it ought alfi) 
to exprefs how impatiently I long to fee you. 
Worldly concenjis and my winterly flate of healthr 
have detained me at home for thefe many 
months paft : worldly concerns may have con- 
fined you likewife ; but as your health and fpi- 

rits are tiniverfally better than mine, and z^% 
you have much lefs diflike to travelling than iny- 
felf, I would hope- that my abfence fFora Har- 
bury will never ciufe you to negleSt any opporf^ 
,.,.^4iinity of coming hither. For my own part, { 
have been meditating upon a vifit to you all thfg. 

winter j 
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"Winter ; and do, at this time, refolve mod ftre- 
tiuoufly to perform it before June. But thc{ 
Inany fuch fchemes of pleafure m which I have 
^ been difappointed are a fort of check upon my" 
expreiTions, and make me proiAife tvith /ear^ 
As to Dodfley's performance, which you muft 
have received before this time, I will make no 
obfervations till I have the pleafure of feein.q; 
you.: and yet there are many points I would 
difcufs, and many accounts I want to give you. 
So many indeed, that they would fnrnifli out 
perhaps a fuperficial drawling letter; but would 
ierve infinitely better for converfation, with the 
book before us. The volume, I am tofd> is well 
received in town ; though political intelligence 
ftiuft eiigrofs much of its prefe&t attention. ^ 

Mr. HYL/raN is in my neighbourhood, and 
liport the point of fettling at his farm. Could yon 
poffibly fpend a week with ns, we would try to 
ftiake it agrteablcf. At all events*, I beg to hear 
froni you ; and that, not merely as it will aflford 
me great pleafure, but as, at the faiifie time, ft 
will eafe nie of fofme foHcitudcf. I ttrill not make 
this k long letter, though I wifti to receive a long 
one in retiirn; havitifg a head very little quaK-» 
fied to add atiy thing that may amufe you;. 
though a heart tety finccrely and aiFeftionatcly 
at your fcrvic^^ 

W* SkENSTON-fi* 
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LXXXV, To the fame. 

. The Leafowe^f 

Dear Mn Jago, Dec. 14, 1756* 

15^ HO UGH ihe filence that has prevailed 
for fo long a time betwixf us be, I fear^ 
to be placed to my account, yet do I by no means 
imagine, that yon will defire me to fill half this 
letter with apologies. Suffice it, that I owe all 
the world, at this time, either letters, vifits, or 
money : yet that my heart is as well difpofed in 
each of thefe reff)eas, as that of any one per- 
fon who is infolvent. The regard indeed that 
I owe to you has been a troubkfome inmate 
within ilty bofom for fome time pafl ; making 
daily remonftrances againft the iujnftice which I 
have done it ; and urging me (Irenuoufly to take 
hbrfe, and make my perfonal apologies at Har- 

bury I return you maiiy tbsiiks for Mr* 

S — ' — *s company! and for the fight of the ma- 
ilttfcript which he fhewed me* Alas! that I 
cannot fpaf e money to drain and to improve 
my lands, or to put almoil any part of his exceU 
lent rules in execution ! ancf yet that Mr. Childe 
of Kinlett (hearing my place always termed a 
£arm) &outd come expeding to find all thin^ 
managed* here according to the perfedion of 
bujbandry I As little can 1 pretend to improve 

Mf. 
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Mr. S — '. — *s treatife, 2$ his treatife will my farm ; 
no farther at mojl, than in what regards xhcjiile, 
or plan of his performance. Yet could I wifh 
to fee both it and him again before he prints 
it ; wifliing him all the fuccefs which his very 
endeavour deferves.. Affuredly the prefent is 
not the time for his publication : more immediate 
remedies than can be derived from agriculture 
are become abfolutely requifite to relieve the 
fufferings of this nation. — I (hould be extremely 
well-plcafed to viiit you at Hajrbury^ but cannot 
even propofe to myfelf that happinefs at prefent ; 
and were I even to prgmifey have but too much 
reafoo to know the uncertainty of my perfor^^ 
mance. Yet am I fenfiblc enough wd ought to 
meeti if we purpofc that what we print Ihould 
have the advantage of our mutual criticifms* 
Let me xhtnconjureyoxi to come over, at your con- 
venience, for a few days, that we may agree at 
Icaft upon fome general points, and make no 
worfe a figure in the future Mifcellany, than we 
have done in the foregoing*.-— But I have? 
really mOTe things to fay than I will pretend 
xofcrawl xx^on paper ; nor can I endure to retail 
a few particulars, whik I am impatient to cpm- 
municate the whole. 

Let me acquaint you while I remember, that 
there is at this time a Mr. Duncombe and his 

- > * See the Edinborgb Review, N» I, 

V 3 fon, 
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(on, clergymen, that are publifbing a new tranC- 
lation of Horace. Whatever you may think of 
ihtiv fticcefs^ after Francis^ I believe I may pro- 
rounce them men of real merit, and in no wif? 
deftitute of learning or genius. They have re** 
quelled me to communicate any verjion or imita- 
tion that I can furnilh, either of my own or of • 
any friends ; wherefore, if you have any thing of 
this fort, I fliould be glad if you would put it 
in my power to oblige them. The fon has an 
** Ode to Health" in the fgurth volume of 
Dodflcy's Mifcellany. 

Under the head of intelligence, I have mighty 
]ittle to convey. — The houfe at Hagley is, in ^ 
manner, finiflied, fo far as concerns ihe (hell ; 
and wants nothing befides a portico tp be as com- 
pleat as moft in England. — Pray remember me 
to Mr. Talbot, Mr. Miller, and Mr. Holbeach ; 
(liould they call upon me next year, they wiU 
iind my place better worth their notice. 

I AM, ar)d have been ever, cordially and moft 
lafFiftionatelyj 

Vour moft obedient fervant, 

"V^* Shenstone* 
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LXXXVI. To Mr. Graves, with fome Account 

of Politics, and Poetry. 



1 

Dear Mr. Graves, 



The Leafowes, 
April 4, 17.55. 



YO U will be harrafled with my letters till 
you condemn my cxceffive leifure as loud- 
ly as I have lamented that you fhould ever fed 
tlie want of it. Nor is it a point fo eafily de- 
cided which of us may be the greater fuffkfer ; 
you througli my officioufnefsy or I by your long ' 
Jilence* Tet the partiality which you bave ever 
. (hewn me will, I think, difpofe you to receive 
my letters more patiently than it is in my power 
to fuftain the lofs of yours. After all, I (hould 
not write at prefent, but that the Mifcellanies, 
with whicTi Dodfley compliments us, arrived laft 
week at The Leafowes. 1 defire therefore you 
would acquaint me, whether the fett that he 
means for you fliould remain here till your 
arrival ; or if J'ou chufe that I ihould fend 
it by the Birmingham-ftage to Bath. Having 
made this^ enquiry, I was thinking to conclude ; 
but cannot reconcile myfelf to the novelty of 
fending you three empty pages. The Parliament 
will rife too foon for the publication of my 
•^ Rural Elegance ;'* and having performed my 

U 4 promife 
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promife to Dodfley, I think .no more about 
fuch laurels as the public can beftow upon me, 
but am giving all my attention to fuch as I can 
purchafe of my nurfery-raan. I wifh, however, 
that the volume may recompence Dodfley for his 
trouble : I may alfo add, for his ingenuity, and 
for his politenefs in giving each of us a compleat 
fctt. They are elegantly bound, and all ,as 
much alike as pofllbb* 

The prefent crifis of ftate-affairs does not 
feera to favour his publication, as the attention 
of the public mufl lean greatly to that quarter. 

I faw a letter from Sir William M (who 

correfponds with Lady Luxborough), which-placed 
the flruggles of the miiiiftry in a clearier light 
than they had yet appeared to. me. It fecms 
that perfons of all denominations are for carry-. 
ing on the war with vigour ; and the King's ap- 
plication for a Vote of Credit was received with 
general approbation. The zeal of the Parlia^ 
liament was indeed fo remarkable on this occa- 
fion, that, inftead of the doo,ooo /. at firft in- 
tended, it was thought proper to propofei a miU 
lion. But the fervices were afcertained, and the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer made accountable 
for the application of it. The augmentaxion of 
the fleet with 20,000 feamen ; the raifing 5000 
niarmes on a plan of dividing them into fmall 

companies^ 
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companiesj which will render them more ^feful 
both by fea and* land ; the completion and re- 
inforcement of the Iri(h regiments ; are the ufes 
to which this million is to be appropriated. Mr. 

Fox and his lapd-war-party fat mute^ whilil Mr. 
Legge with great opennefs and perfpicuity ex- 
plained the prefent fchenxes ; asf^they were cal- 
culated, tg exert our whole ftrength at fea, and, 
if poflUble, no where elfe» Mr. Dodington, 
who, it feems, has not fpoke of many years, 
charmed every body. His wit did not only en- 
tertain, but animate and afFe£lhis hearers. '^ b 
" were better, he faid, than lofe the dominion of 
** the Ocean, ' that the Ocean Jhould overwhelm utt 
for what Briton ^ould wijh to leave pojieritf 
crawling upon this ijland, only to feel the /y- 
ranny, andfwell the viSlories, of France /" It 
feems, F-^, in his oppofition to the Duke of 
Newcaftlc, is fupported by the Duke of Cum- 
berland, his army, and the Scotch : that the 
miniftry (or the D. of N — *s party) fecm not 
difpleafed with a profpeft of uniting with the 
Tories, who now hold the balance ; and it 
feems the Tories, by Sir WiUiam** letter, are as 
little difpeafed to unite with the Miniftry; 

You will guefs that good part of this politi- 
cal account is tranfcribed ; and you will guefs 
arigbu I had fome thoughts that ic might 

amufe 
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^mufe you, and had no occafion to tife other ex- 
preffions. — ^Let mc now, once more, return to the 
futile objcfts of my own amufement. The im- 
prcffion upon this letter will'be taken from my new 
feal. The motto that I have pitched upon is, 
svPEREST MEMORiA : though I yei retain fomc 
hankering after the fingle word praeteritis. 
Probably this, however, is not the laft feal that 
I ihall caufe this man to cut in fteel. The altar 
is not yet finiihed : ante omnia mvsae ; but 
it does not quite fatisfy me. — I will inclofe the 
two laft liters I received from Mr. Dodfley ; 
but you jnuft not think I build too much upon 
any compliment which he there makes me. — ^It 
is true, I think him a very fincere man ; but he 
canuQt have been converfant fo long with 
modern-writers, but he muft conjetJlure, when 
' their piece is publilhed, that they a little hun- 
ger for applaufe. I am now uncertain whether 
you will receive a letter from him ; as he has, 
unaccountably I think, fent your books hither^ 
and not to Bath. I am, however, fully fatis- 
fied, that your firft and laft pieces, more efpe^ 
' daily; do credit to his colleflion, and muft picaf« 
all perfons qf tafte. 

I desire* my beft rcfpefts to Mrs. Graves, 
who will be pleafed to fee the affeftion that 
fabfifts betwixt you perpetuated. She will alfo 

feel 
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feel fome fatisfadion in the profeifions of friend- 
ihip that are made you by your moft afFeftionatc 
;suid faithf 111 humble fervant, 

W. Shenstone. 



. LXXXVII. To the fame, with a Recommenda- 
tion of Mjr. Dodfley to his Acquaintance. 

From Mr. Baflccrville's, 
Birmingham, July 27, 

Dear Mr. Graves, 1756. 

TT were needlefs for me torecotamend to you 
-*- a perfon whom you fo truly cileem as Mr. 
Dodfley ; and from whom you will gladly re- 
ceive a vifit, not more upon rny account, than 
Upon bU and your ow».-p-All I beg is, that, 
confidering the (hortnefs of his time at Bath, 
you will be acquainted with him at firft fight ; 

which, I think, fhould ever be a maxim with' 
perfpns of genius and humapity. — ^ He has 
made a few days extremely agreeable to toe at 
The Leafowes j has been fliewing me his new 
Tragedy, which I wiflied you alfo might perufc. 
If I be not unaccountably impofed upon by nay * 
friendiliip for the writer, the extraordinary 
merit of this performance is altogether un- 
3 quefUonable^ 
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queftionable.-^I will not inform you through 
what hands it has pafled in town ; becaufe t 
would have you communicate your fentiments to 
him with entire freedomj being affiired the de- 
licacy of them may yet be of fervice, and that 
the opennefs with which you communicate them 
will be infinitely pleaiing to Mr. Dodiley. He 
has done me the honour to a/k me for an epi- 
logue : — ^I wijby but fear to undertake it. — 
Should any lucky hint occur to yoUy I well know 
how much you are able to manage it to advantage. 

In that cafe^ I would beg a line from you the 
firft opportunity.— What talk I of a line from 
you, who am, at this very time, many letters 
and apologies in your delH ? but I cannot add 
many fyllables to the letter I am writing.**— I 
will write again in a few days. Mean time, my 
complimepts to Mrs. Graves; and remember, 
that Mr* Podfley and you become well acquaint- 
ed at firft fight. 

I am ever, dear Mr. Graves, 

Yourmoft affeftionate humble fervant, 

W. Shenstone. 



J^XXXVin. To 
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LXXXVIII. To the fame, on Mr. Dodflcy and 

his Works. 

Tht LeafoweSf 

Dear Mr. Graves^ Mar. 7, 1757. 

I .HAVE paffed a very dull and unamti- 
five winter here— -the worfe, for being 
neither difpofed nor qualified to keep up a cor- 
refpondence with my friends : ,with you^ among 
the chiefs and yet, it is upon you that I muft 
depend to make up my deficiencies with Mr. 
Dodfley. — ^The poor man has been affliftcdwith 
the rtoft lajling fit of the gout he ever under- 
went before. — His patience, on thefe occailons, 
is inimitable. His excurfion to the Regions $/ 
Terror and Pity is not the only inftance of his 
abrlity to compofe verfes in the midft of piin. 
When he fent me a copy of it, he let me knoWj 
that he had tranfmitted another to you by the 
fame poft. I fliould be glad to receive your re- 
marks upon it^- ere I communicate my own. l 
have, for fome weeks pad, found my head fo 
terribly confufed^ that it has been with dlffi« 
culty I could think or exprefs myfelf on the moft 
fuperficial topic. I hope, in a little time^ to 
be able to examine it more attentively than 1 ca(n 
at prefent; yet, in the mean whHe, muft ac«< 
7 knowledge, 
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knoWledge» that I think his fubjeft capable of 
fumifhing extraordinary beauties for an Ode : 
zxudifuchy I think, he (hould call it ; droppinfg 
the narrative parts, and the connexions as much 
as poflible. I cannot with him to print it without 
very material alterations; and what would oc- 
cafion almoft the fame trouble as it would re- 
quire to new-write it. I do not mean this as a 
condemnation of what he has already done ; fo 
much, as a proof of my opinion how much he 
will be able to improve it. After all, it will fcarce 
affeft me half fo much as his Tragedy. He is 
fo honeji a man, that the work he has to give 
the world is much better than the fpecimen : 
or, to borrow an idea from my ' fituation, the 
grain that he has to deliver will prove mucl# 
better than the fample. It is with fhame I ac- 
knowledge I have not yet fent him hts epilogue % 
and I feel the greater compundlion of mind upcMi 
this fcore» as it is poi&ble he may impute my 
neglcft to Garrick*s refufal of his play. This 
weighs nothing with you or me ^ a thoufand 
motives may affeA a manager, that have little 
or nothing to do with the merit of the pe;^- 
formance ; yet he may fo far thank Mr. Car- 
rick) that whatever his refufal takes from the 
refutation of his Tragedy, it will, through 
Dodfley's induftry, add apparently to its value# 
1 have siot yet been able to fatisfy xnyfelf with 
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every part of your epilogue, and muft either 
omit fending it at prefent, or muft fend llira an 
imperfeft copy. If you write to him, let mc 
beg you to give the moll favourable account you 
can of me. 

Somebody acquainted me (I think it wasMr^ 
Talbot), that your old friend Ballard had be- 
queathed you his coins for a legacy, I was truly 
glad to hear it ; but have wondered fince, that 
you never oncer informed me of fo confiderable 
an acquifition. 

I REMEMBER a pocm of yottrs, called 



upon the prefent tafte in gardening ; which you 
will not wonder if my late employments make 
me 'wifli once more to fee. Be fo kind as to. 
fend me a copy of this, as well as of any other 
little pieces that you have in jout bureau. Some 
of yours defervc a better place than what i% 
affigned them in the Magazine. In partiQular, « 
1 remember that upon Enigmas^ and Mopfy. Be 
affured, I will make no ufe of any without your 
previous coqfent. You know, I fuppofe, that 
JDodfley's oth^r Mifcellanies do not appear be- 
fore next winter. — I received imm him, toge- 
gether with his Ode, a few Elegres publi(hed by 
Mr. Whitehead. They are, I think, worth your 
pcrufal \ and defigned by my worthy friend to 
excite my emi4ation« — ^Alas ! that I am fo ill able 

to 
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to defenre the encoaragements Which I recciye 
ftomhiffi! 

My neighbour Baikerville, at the clofe of 
this months publiflies his fine edition of Virgil. 
It will, for type zxdpapery be a perfect curio- 
fityi He follows the Cambridge edition. 

What think you of their management m re- 
gafd to Mr. Byng ? I cannot help chinking the 
King ihould pardon him. The Court-martial, 
by acquitting him of cowardice or difaffeftion, 
have left no motive for his negligence^ befide an 
error ^of bis judgement : for we cahmt impute it 
to fupinenefsy indifference^ or inattention. And 
then to fentence a man for error, is to exped in- 
fallibility. That twelfth article of ;war is moft 
undoubtedly ill-exprefled* — ^Pray do not forget 
my beft refpeds to Mrs. 6raves.r— Let me hear 
from you fooOf and believe me ever 



Yours, 



W. Shenstone* 
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LXXXIX. On the fame. 

The LeafbWes, 

Dear Mr. Graves, April 8, 1757- 

WHAT remarks Ihad to make upoii our 
friend Dodfley's Ode, I fent him the 

laft poft. I would gladly have occafioned them. 
to pafs by Claverton; bur, having delayed 
them fo long, I was impatient to convince himi that 
I had not wholly difregarded his requeft- They 
are indeed pretty copious ; and yet I have f e- 
ferved to myfelf the privilege of re-criticifing 
wheti 1 fee his altered copy. I recommended 
to him the addition which yoii propofed, and 
forae others ; and if he will but take the pains 
that I have chalked, out for him, I doubt not 
that he will render it aa excellent Ode, though 
he may not find it a very popular one. I have 
alfo fent him a copy of our epilogue, not much 
different from v^hat you faw; to thefe I added 
my litde Ode pn Lady Luxborough's furnifhing 
her library, and Perry ^s Verfes upon the Mal- 
Vern-waterS. At the clofe of thefe laft, there 
appears (with Perry's approbation), aftiort ad- 
drefs to Dr. Wajl of Worcefter ; a very emi- 
nent phyfician, and the patron of this mineral, 
who has promoted a fubfcription in the countp 

. X^ » towards 
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towards building, near this wcH, for the accbm- 
xnodation of ftr^ngers. 

I PURPOSE alfo to give Dodfley the little 
Ode I inclofe, and would beg the favour of 
you to advife me concerning the additional 
ftanzas, fix the readings in the reft^ and to re* 
turn me the copy. 

I COME now to alalyze your remark on Bal- 
lard's legacy ; which is indeed very ingenious, 
but will fcarce bear examination: nor do I 
think that you rather wilh to h^yc found that 
fet of me3als, than to have them given you by 
a deceafcd friend. Afluredlyi if we do not al- 
low pleafure to be predominant in this kind of 
melancholy, we deftroy the foundation of all 
tragic or elegiac writings. Melpomene has no 

place amongfl the Mufes ; and the pains that 
we have taken with our friend Dodfley's pen- 
five Ode have been employed to no purpofe. But 
you want not thefe pedantic flourifhes, and are 
wholly of my mind. 

Martin's Magazine is, I believe, pretty 

obfcure ; and I wonder where you got a fight 

of it. It was, however, fortunate enough for 

me that you gave no copy of ** James Dawfon." 

J, never yet faw your vcrfes oh that Grotto^ or 

from 
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firJln Phadrus, and I want to fee your W — ' 
once more, concerning which you are filent< 
Your " Pepper-box** and " Mopfy'^ might, I 
think, appear in Dodfley's Mifeellany, either* 
with or without your nimq. I alfo want a copy 
of your verfes upon Riddles ; and whenever you 
have a leifure hotir, ihould be glad if you 
Would look them out and fend thenl* 

Goi and think yoiirfelf an happy man; at 
leaft, if your children be recovered, as I am 
inclined to think they are ; and give my fervice 
to Mrs. Graves, fdr the happinefs that fhe occa-^ 
fions you ; of which I cannot but partake, being, 
with <jonftant and fincere affeftion, your mod 
obliged humble fervant, 

Wi Shenstone* 



XC^ On the fame* 

Dear Mn Graves^ About 1757* 

DO you know my hand-writing ?— 4t.is really 
fuch a length of time fince you had de- 
mands upon me for letters, that I am hardly 
able to enumerate the feveral caufes of my neg- 

X a - left. 
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left. This I know, that fcarce a day has paffed, 
daring this interval of lilence, in which I have 
not remembered you with the mod aflfeftionate 
elleem. — I hope you correfpond with our friend 
Dodfley ; and that it is not altogether difagree- 
able to you, to find he is printing fome pf your 
verfes. He has many, alas 1 too many, of miue ; 
which I fuflfered him to take away in fummer, 
and which tlie ftate of my winter "health and 
fpirits renders me but ill able to revife. I be- 
lieve, I am, even now, the principal caufe that 
his two volumes remain yet unpublilhed; nor 
can I exprefs the pain it gives me, to be thus 
detrimental to his interefts ; and to delay the 
publication of fo much better pieces than my 
own. I am alfo diffarisfied upon another /core : 
1 mean, that I have been wanting to myfelf, in not 
afking the benefit of your advice ; which I have 
heretofore experienced to be at once To com- 
fortable and fo advantageous ; but although the 
fcheine was projefted in fummer, the biifinefs 
of correftioo was (by me at lead) deferred till 
winter, and then I had neither fpirits to cor- 
red or to correfpond. 



/ 



I AM as really as much obliged to you for 

the pains which you took on my behalf in 

London, as though the fubjed of your enquiry 

were a thing of more import arue to me; but, 

^' indeed. 
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indeed, you can hardly conceive how indifferent/ 
I am now grown, not only as to articles of that 
forty but to aught that regards external fplen- 
dpur. 



I REALLY have no? time to enter upon the 
merits of inoculation ; but am very fure that 
Mrs. G-r— 's danger was enough to influence your 
determination. 1 am heartily glad to hear of 
her recovery ; and can but look upon the weeks 
which I purpofe to pafs fome time hereafter 
with you at Claverton, as the moft agreeable of 
* any that belong to the remainder of my life. 
1 am fenfible, that if I coveted to Jhine in poetry, 
I (hould lofe no time in vifiting public places : 
but my wifties of chat fort are moft extremely li- • 
mited ; and I {hall vifit you on the account of 
friendjhip ; that is (paft all doubt), oa a much 
better principle. 

I HAVE long meant to write to you, and have 
accordingly given fome anfwer to moft parts of 
your laft letter. Neverthelefs, the occafion of 
this prefent letter is quite of another kind. — 
A young painter of my acquaintance is advifed 
to go to Bath ; has a recommendation to the 
Biftiop of B — , who will introduce him. to the 
Duke of N — . And though I cannot fo eafily 
bring him acquainted with nobles or prime- 

X 3 minifters. 
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minifters, I can give him direftions ta my ffiead, 
who, in point of tafte, is their fupcrior. The 
perfon then, who, I fuppofe, will be the bearer 
of this letter, has, by dint of mere ingenuity, 
rifentoa confidcrable eminence in fruit-pieces, &Ct 
He has been employed by Lord Lyttelton, and 
is mdch admired at Oxford : for my own parr, 
I believe you will think he is in few refpefif 
inferior to, and has (if I am not millaken) fome 
advantages of, Stranover; but you will fee 
his pieces. All I have to fay fuirtber on the 
occafion is, that he is a native of our parifll^ 
and a particular friend of niine ; and if it were 
in your power to promote his intereft at Bath, \ 
you would not only highly gratify me ; but at 
the fame time do a fervice to one of the leaft 
affuming, moft ingeoious, and raoft amiable 
men 1 kn©w.^-^I beg my beft refpefts to your 
family, aijd.am, dear Mr, Graves, mpft affcpf 
fipjqaieljr 



Tpurs, 



W, Shenstqne, 



XCI, Oh 
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XCI. On the fame. 

♦ 

The Leafowes, 

iDcarMr. Graves, May 30, 1758, 

I THANK God, I have recovered a tolerable 
degree 0/ health this fpring ; though by no 
means free^from fo much heavinefs and laifi- 
tude, as renders me averfe to all a^^ivity- of 
body and mmd. lo the courfe of my diforder; 
fo long as 1 could bear to think of any fublunary 
eojoyment, I remembered my friends, and of 
courfe thought much of you j but its advances 
were fo precipitate, when I fent for the phy- 
ficians, that I foon received a wrench from every 
obje^ of this world : and it was by flow de- 
grees, even after my recovery, that my mind 
took fo much root again, as appears neceifary 
for its immediate fupport. 1 fuppofe you have 
been informed that my fever was in great mea- 
fure hypochondriacal; and left my nerves fo 
extremely fenfible, that, even on no very inter- 
efling fubjeft, I could readily think myfelf 
into a vertigo : I had almoft faid an epilepfy ; 
for furely I was oftentimes near it. — ^It became, 
therefore, expedient for my recovery, to amufe 
myfelf with a fucceflion of the moft trivial ob- 
^e£^s I could find ; and this kind of careleflbefs 
I have indulged till it is grown into an habit. 

X 4 Even 
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Even letters to my friends are hardly confiftent 
with my rule of heahh ; yet I could be no 
longer liient with regard to ym^ without feel- 
ing a fenfatioii that would hurt me more. This 
may fairly enough be termed the firft letter I 
have wrote fince my recovery ; wherein if I 
lliQuld tell you one half that I anl inclined to 
do, relating to this dreadful illnefs, what room 
fliould I then leave to fpeak on any other fub- 
jeft? I muft, therefore, tell thefe things by 
word of mouth, or write them fome other time. 
The journies which my friends, and indeed 
phyficians, propofe for nle, are \7hat certainly 
bid faireft for the completion of my cure ; yet 
there are many, many things, which, however 
unfit for the talk, I muft endeavour to adjuft be- 
fore I can leave home, with any poffibility of 
enjoyment. Need I mention any other than 
my' curfed embarraffment with D — ? whq, 
during my danger^ was induced to flop proceed- 
ings ; but is how beginning law afrefh, and, 
by the removal of tenants from hU (hare of 
the Harborpngh eftate, ha3 i^ow wriggled him- 
felf into pofl'effion of almqft one half of mine. 
However, I am not without hopes of feeing all 
terminated in a little timp ; nor entirely without 
a profpeft of feeing you at Claverton this fum- 
mer.. That, you may think this the more pro- 
])able, I am prefled by two young g^ntlemep, 

whpn^ 
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whom I very much efteem, to accompany them 
on a vifit to Mr. Bamfylde in Somerfetfhire, 
Thefe two gentlemen are Mr. Dean and Mr. 
Knight. Perhaps you may have heard of Mr. 
Bamfylde, who is very much at Bath ; is there 
row with his lady, or has left the place but 
lately ; and whofe fortune, perfon, figure, and 
accomplifliments, can hardly leave him long, un- 
noticed in any place where he re (ides. Yet my 
vifit to Eftercomb muft be of fecondary confe* 
quence to me, whilft you live by the road-fide* 
I am much obliged to you for your compliment 
on my Poematia in Dodfley's Mifcellanics; 
which came very feafonably, confidering how I 
had been mortified by the firft fight of what 
was done. To fpcak the truth, there are many 
things appear there very contrary to m^ inten- 
tions; but which I am more defirous may be 
attributed to the unfeafonablenpfs of my fever, 
than to my friend D — 's precipitation. My 
. purpofe was to acknowledge as mine^ none of the 
pieces which now follow the longer Ode to Lady 
JLuxborough. Her nanae was aftually erafed ; 
^s alfo my own at the clofe of your Fable. The 
verfes by Mrs. Bennet to Mr. Richardfon were 
abfolutely new to me ; where my name oc- 
/curs again. All this is againfl me ; as a 
ching in itfelf invidious to have one's name re- 
fur fo oftep, and as my own lines contradict ibe 

, merit 
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nierk :which my friends fo liberally allow ine. — 
The ycrfes -of mine in the fixth yolumc (which 
vaa prifltcd before the fifth) were printed with* 
0Ql my knowledge ; and when I fent up am im- 
pi'oT^d copy, it arrived a good deal too late. 
As things happen, I am made to own feveral 
things of inferior merit to tfaofe which I do not 
cyy^p. — Ah this is againft me ; bat my thoughts 
are ^Tocated from this edition, and wholly fixed 
upon a future ; wherein, I hope, Dodfley will 
be 'prevailed upon to omit fome things alfo from 
9ihtr hands which difcredit his colle£tion : and, to 
balasice ^// my difcomforis oil this head, the 
iworld will know that I am cileemed by a per- 
Ibn, whom I efteem fo much as you,T— 1 know 
not how it happens, but the tafte for humorous 
poetry does not prevail at this time : yet I can- . 
not agree with Mr. J. Wartori, that it is no 
poetry at all, any more than that a good repre- 
ientation of Dutch boors is not a pifiure. — ^His 
. brother, the Profeilbr, is to be here mth his 
pupil Lord Donnegal, &c. thb fummerw-«-Mr« 
jSpence and Mr. Dodfley will ftay a day or two 
here this month in their way to Scotland ; and 
Mr. Home, the author of Douglas, &c. called 
on me, and we fpent an evening together at 
Admiral Smith's. Thus my /erme antee pro- 
cures me interviews .wii^ perfons whom it might 
otb^rwife be my wijlh, rather than my good 
6 fortune 
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fortune to fee. Would to God, it could attraft 
youj whom I more long to fee than any one ! 
and let me tell you, there were confiderable ad- 
ditions made to it laft jt?x: Dodfley's prefcnt 
of Faunus ; a new Gothic-building, or rather a 
flcreen, which coft ten pounds; and the ruins 
of a Priory, which, however, make a tenant's 
Jioufe, that pays me tolerable poundage — ^I am 
growing a little into your tafte, why ftionld not 
you ;^dvance farther into minef I mean, I hare a 
love for medals, by means of fome that have 
been given me : yet do not think th*at I ihall 
ever rival yoUf — ^My objeft is only beauty ^ and 
I love only thofe of exquifite worlcmanfhip : fo 
that this is no more a rivalfliip than that of 
two perfons who admire the fex, but love dif^ 
ferent individuals ; a rivalfliip, which, I truft, 
is more likely to cem^^t our friendfbip than dif- 
Untte us ; which it is my ^aiwidlon and my com% 
fort no fort of riyalfliip will ever do. J hjive 
hardly room to exprefs my good wifhcs for lotig 
health atid happtnefs to Mrs. Graves and your 
little family, and to fubfcribe myfelf, my dca? 
friend, 

( 

ypiK ever ^iffefllonate humble fervant, 

W. SriENSTONE. 

XCn. On 



> 
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XCII. On the fame. 

Dear Mr. Grave?,' July 22, ijs^* 

IT gives me great anxiety when I refleft how 
long I have waited for the fatisfaftlon of a 
lioe from you. I beg, if you are ahve and 
well, you will let rae know fo by the next poft. 

, Mr. Dodfley and Mr. Spence have been here 
and ftaycd a week with me. The former was 
in certain hopes of feeing you in town ; but 
1 cio not find that he either faw or heard from 
you, which adds to my anxiety. . 

I HAVE feen few whom I liked fo much, upon 
fo little acquaintance, as Mr. Spence ; extreme- 
ly polite, friendly, chearful, and mafter of an 
infinite fund of fubjefts for agreeable converfa- 
tion. Had my affairs permitted me, they had 
certainly drawn me with them into Scotland 5 
whither they are goae, for about a month, upon 
a journey of curiofity. 

I BELIEVE it will give youpleafure to hear that 
my law-fuit with D — is accommodated, by the 
generous interpofition of my Lord Stlstmford ; 
concerning whofe benevolence and magnanimity 

It 
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it is impoffible for me to fpeak in the terms 
which they deferve. It is ended, I hope, not 
very difadvantageoitjlj for me ; apparently with 
one advantage, of being iutirely exculpated ia 
the opinion of all mankind. The common me- 
thod (as M. Bruyere obferves) is to conjiemn 
both on thefe occafions. — This fuits people's in- 
dolence, and favours their impartiality. — And 
though the cquitablenefs of my whole conduft 
in this affair was felf- evident to all that were 
near me, yet I found many that were inclined 
to blame us both^ ^nd/o/fie^ that I could never 
convince till now that the fault was not wholly 
mine. 

Your " Pepper-box and Salt-feller'* are in 
one of the Chronicles. — They pillage' Dod- 
fley's two laft volumes of all that is worth per- 
ufal. — I furely have fome friend amongfl: the 
writers of the Monthly Review ; for I have not 
only efcaped a flogging, but am treated with 
great civility. 

I NEVER know how to leave off, when I begin 

writing to you, having always a great deal to fay. 

I only purpofed you a few lines, to defire you 

. would write direftly. Pray make my beft com- 

« 

pUments to Mrs. Graves, and believe me ever 

yours moil invariably. 

W. Shenstone. 

xcm. To 



y 
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XCin. To th€ fame, coQtaiiiing an Accouat 0^ 
ibk Excurfions and Amafeiflents. 

The Leafowes^ 

Dear Mr. Graves, Nw. 45, 1758* 

I HAVE had daily expeft'ations of a line from 
you thefc two months ; confcious, however^ 
that I did not deferve any j and aflFording a ma* 
nifeft inftance of the infatuations of felf-^love* 
The laft letter that I received of yours is dated 
the clofe of July, fince which time I have been 
chiefly engaged in my cuftomary amufementsj 
^mbelliihing my farm, and receiving the <x)m- 
pany that came to fee it. My principal excuT'^ 
^ms have been to Enville, on Lord Grey's 
birth-day ; to Lord Ward's, upon anothei" in?i* 
tation ; and to the Worcefter Mufic-meetlug. I 
need not mention what an appearance there was 
of company at Worcefter j dazzling ^nough^ 
you may fuppofe, to a perfon who, like me^ 
has not feen a public plact thefe ten years* 
Yet I made a, fliift to enjoy the fplendour, as 
well as the mufic that was prepared for Us. I 
prefume, nothing in the way of harmony can 
pofTibly go further than tlie Oratorio of The 
Mefliah. It feems the beft compofer's beft 
compofition. Yet I fancied 1 could obferve 

Jamt 
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Jme pdtrts in it, wherein Handel's judgenienc 
failed him ; where the mufic was not equals or 
was even oppojite^ to what the words required* 
Very many of the noblefTe, wh<Mn 1 had feen 
at The Leafowes, were as tomplaifont td me 
as poffible ; whereas it was my firmer fate, in 
public places, to be as little regarded as a jonr- 
neyman ftioe-maker. — ^There I firft faw our 
prefcnt Bifliop ; alfo our late Bifliop's monu- 
ment, which is fine. — ^Laftly, there I firft faw 
my Lady Coventry ; to whom, I believe, one muft 
allow all that the world allows in point of beau« 
ty. — She is certainly the moft unexceptionable 
figure of a woman I ever faw ; and made moft 
of the ladies there feera of almoft another 
fpecies. On the whole, I was not a little picafed 
that I had made this excurfion; and returned 
with double relilh to the enjoyment of my fi^m* 
It is now high time to take fome notice of your 
obliging letter. — I think I was not told the pwr'- 
port of the journey you made to London ; £:> can 
only fay, I am very focry for the aggravating cir- 
cumftances of your difappointment ; and hope, 
long before this time, that Mrs. Graves is 
quite recovered. — ^Did I forget to make your 
cxcufes to Dodfley or no l- — ^he was here (as I 
remember) foon after, with Mr. Spence, in 
their way to Scotland. — Mr. Spence, the 

man you would like, and who would like y(nt 

of 
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of ail maokind. He took my Elegies into Scot-* 
land) and fent them back on his retarn, "with a 
iheet or two of criticifmsy and an handfome let* 
ter. — How much am I intercfted in the prefer-' 
nation of his friendfhip !— and yet fuch is my 
dejiinj (for I can give ic no other name), I have 
never wrote to Mymfince. This impartiaUty of my 
negleft, you mnft accept jaurfelf as fome apo- 
logy : but to proceed ; Mr. Spence chofe himfelf 
an oak here for a feat, which I have infcribed 
to him, 

(*^ sPENCE*s oak:.) 

" EXIMIO. NOSTRO. CRITONI. 

" CVI. DICARI. * VELLET. 

" MVSARYM. OMNIVM. ET. ORATIARVM. CHORVS. 

** DICAT. AMICITIa/* n 

I ABSOLUTELY j^Aje?/ to talk to Dodflcy about 

ybur , and I am vexed ; becaufe I could, with 

a fdfe confcience, have raifed his idea of your 
abilities. — However, it is not too late, even if 
you care to publifli it this winter. — His play comes 
on (I fancy, this very night) at Covent-garden. 
What he fays in. behalf of this ftep. is, that 
there was no glimpfe of probability, that Gar- 
rick would ever admit it at the other houfef.— 

* Subintellige SEDEM istam (banc). 

f He lays, the players liked it, and feemed inclined to 
take pains with it. 

Mrs« 
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^rs. Bellamy, is his Cleonfe, and fpeaks ths 
epilogue, of which mote- anon. I fuppofc he 
iifts by Lord Chefterfield's opinion : for I know, 
when he was going toi print it (finte he came 
.home) with a f roper dedication, tb Mr. Garriek, 
ray Lord then prerented him, telling him, it 
would ^h^ aftcd one day oV other. — Did I ever 
fend you a copy of the epilogue, with all the 
additions atld alterations? Dodfley .firll liked, 

then difliked it, apd laflly liked it again ; only 
defiring me to foften the fatire, fhortcn the 
whole (for it was upwards of lixty lines), and 
add a complimentary clofe to the boxes.-^All 
this I have eiideavoured, and fent it him laft 
Mobdiy. — Tou would not care to own It : and 
he Would fain have ?tie ; but I think neither, of 

. us fliould nln the rifque, where fo little honour 
is to be ^ccjuii'ed } yet Mt. Melmoth's name 
to the. prologue is an inducement.— I Was very 
near furprizing you at Claterton this autumn, 
with my friend young Knight, in liis way to 
Mr. Bamfyld's ; but he goes again in fpring, 
and I fliair certainly accbmpany him ; 1 have 
be/poke, but not yet procured aiiy, horfes for 
my chaifev It is a h^at one^ you^ will find; and 
I have made two or three excurfibns in it.— I 

*£aw Mr. Patchen*s Topographical Letters foon 
after they were publifhed. — ^If you continue to 

. mci the honour .of a ihjcld in your Gothic 

y • *' alcove. 
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alcofe^ nhe field fliould be ekher ^* Or, thvet 
^* Kitig-fi&ers propeis** or, i^kh the additioii 
jo( a chief gu^es, three trefoils ^tfgeat-^iio bar, 
^heveron beDidi Ac— More of this iHrhen I 
•^ritc again. — ^Motto flvmina amem, sYi.VA9* 

QyU INGLORITS RVRA MIHI. 

* 

I CANNOT recolieft my cdinpaay of the lica- 
ibn, to tell it you. — Sir Francis Dalhwood, 
l.ord Litchfield, and Mr. Sheldon, were here 
together in the beginning of the autumn; 
and 1 have fbrong invitations to vifit them. — 
I have a very genteel letter from Sh: Fran* 
cis, offering me gold'-fiihes ; and I have a 
double ipducement to vifit Mr« Sheldon, as he 
lives near Mickleton, and is the moft agreeable 
. man alive.— -Your acguaintaQce Lord W— • dined 
and fpent good part of a d^y with me*—-UndQr 
a fort of igloomy appearance, a. man of admira« 
*ble fenfe and fome humour •«— I |>tft him in mind 
of yob, and the temairkable mcmument at 
Cambden.— rMr. Thomas Warton was alfo here 

1 with Lord Bcmnegal, and has fince fest me his 
^< Infi:riptkms," which are rather too finiple, 
.^venibr iny ta(le««— Bifliop (tf Worosfter with 
Ills family and company— Lord Willoughby— 
.Lord Foleyir^I mendon Lord Foley the rather, 

'Ixcaufe I Ihsdl call on your friend Dn Charle* 

ton (who was alfo here) to pafs i day or two 

With me at Whitley .-^J &ati pafiaUb a day or 

' ". tw^ 
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two at our Biihop^, whom I met fince at Enville. 
Thcfc two (propofe what I will bcfidcs) will 
ptobaUjr k^t the jprincipal^ or only exci^r* 
lions that I ihall make this winter* — God fend ic 
may no'more afFed n^y health than it has hi« 
tbfixio done-— I am at prefent tolerably wtW, 
and live more temperately than before. — ^Would 
to <5od you could cottie ovw ; go with me to 
Dr. Charletoii's^ and Lord Foley's, and Lord 
Stamford's, and pais a week here I I would 
meet you with my cbai£^ at Worceftcr, or ef en 
farther. I hare finiCbed a buHding oppolite tO" 
the ticw ilaUe> which I tiunk you faw.-*-Thcy 
together gi^ my faoule a deg^^ of fplendour. 
Did you fee iny priory f---^ teuant^s houfe* one 
room wlteredf is to have Gothic ihteids. roulid 
' the Golmice.*-4 am in fooie doubt iirhethar to 
tiiake it an Houfe dF Lords or Houfe tS Com*, 
mon^ ; if the former, my private frienda will 
have fttekb xound my Gothic bed-»chaniber.~- 
The wretch is xrurfed ih^ begins a letter with no 
better a pen than Ifinijh^fttt with* My dear 
frhtid, write direaijr « long Ietter.-*r&eep me \ 

allvt in the memory of Airs, Graves, and be- 
litvt me^et youfs moft liHe&tonatelyf 

W, Sh£NSTQKC« 

I XCfV. To 
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XCIV. To the fame, in Expeftation df 1 

Vifit. ^• 

Dear Mr. GraVc^, Chriftmas, 1758. 

THERE can be nothing more welctmc to 
mc than the intelligence which you give 
of your intended vifit at The Leafowes. — ^God 

« 

knows how few of thefe interviews may for the 
future be allotted to us $ and I ih9uld be glad 
at leaft.to teftify the joy which they afford, me, 
by meeting you at Birminghamj or elfewhere 
within one day's journey for my. chaife. — Pray 
be fo good as to give me one more letter before 
you fet out.— Very glad fliould I be to pay my 
refpefts to your brother at Mickletonji for 
whom I have the trueft refpeft ; but dare not give 
encouragementi for fear that aught ihould inter-* 
fere.--^I have ten thoufand things to (ay to you ; 
but will defer them^ I think, alL I am p<£- 
tive your ■■ niay be made advaniag/sous to 
. you by means of Dodfley } and even reputable^ 

if you fo pleafe.-r- Will not Mrs. -G-;-^-accom» 
•pany you ? pray convince her of my lincere re- 
gards 

I WANT to congratuljate you ou your efcape 

from the fraall-pox, in a manner different from 

5 your 
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your ordinary acquaintance} yet am not able: 
to exprefs my fentimcnts— ^guefs the reft ; know-. 
ing,,and fufficicntly knowing, that I am, with 
conftancy !and ardour, your.taoft afFeftionate 
friend, 

» ■ . ' . ■ ■ • 

J , W. Shei^^stone,. 



I » I ■ '■ ■ ■ 'm w 



XCV. ToMr, Jago. 

The Leafowes, 

Dear Mr, Jago, Jan. 6, ijsg* 

»•■>•■ ... 

IF you knew the mainms on which I conduft 
myfelf, you taight call me perhaps unpoUte ; 
tut, I think, by no means unfriendly j I mean 
with refpeft to the ordinary congratulations pii 
your marriage. Were you and I lefs intimate, 
lefs experienced, and lefs affured fri^ads, ic 
had been no venial omiffion to have negleae4 
. fuch a ceremony. Perhaps I fliould not have neg- 
. lefted it ; but as I have the fatisfaftiqn of bQliey* 
ing that you would rejoice in any fuccefs of mine, 
fo I hope you would not diftruft my feutiment^ 
upon any change of yo^r condition which yo^ 
yourfclf efteemed for \h&better. I do indeed, 
my worthy friend, wifli yOT much joy, both rww^ 
and ^i all timps ; and you will evei: difccm it 
V Y-3. in 
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in my face, as oftea as fortune gnydtft us an in^ 
teryiew. — Mr* S — is a bencTolcnt man^ and! am 
fure would withhold no iofbrmaiion that tended 
to illujirate oar f rieodflxip oa ekfaer fide« 

I HAve thoughts of proceediqg on to Har- 
bury, whenever I come to Mr. Wrax's: as I 
have long enough made my friend a promife { 
and intend ere long to do* Many rea&ai oc» 
cur why I cannot fet forward to-miorrow morn- 
ing: are thefe reafoas fubftantial, or no other' 
than the fly and fophiftical iniinuations of indo* 
lence ? — ^furely the former. 

DoDstEy, and indeed Mr» Spence, both 
expeft me in town this February.— I fear it wiH 
not be ; but if it Jbould^ how readily would I 
give notice, and become obliged to you fdr your 
company. 

Though I (hould have SKfeff^ed^ you wotrld 
feleft a.' partner whofe fociety you could enjoy, 
yet I was not a little fatisfied with the hint given 
me in your tetter, as well ^s in one I had before 
received from Mr. S— . k is not for ftich la- 
dies as you and I efteem, that Mrs. * Belfem/s 
extraordinary leSure tfcas iijtendcd ; and z tec* 
ture it ^ould have b^ with ^ vcngeantc, had 

* not 
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not I>~ omitted fomc tbictj^ ImeSi ^^^ fuhfti- 
^tted about twelve or fourteen of his amn. 
HowetCTft he is^ aow goii^ vsx print his fourth 
edition of it ; in which the original epaloguc 
will be reftoredy as well as confideirable impro^-' 
ments introduced into his play. He fold two 
Aou&ttd' of his firft editiony the very firil day 
bc' publiihed it. 

I Hu^vx fo much to tell you^ and of fa varitfup. 
khubf that I am. afitaid to eispatiate upon ani^ 
one article* Cannot you make » Ihift to call 
upon mc> before my pubUc Itfe arrives ?— t 
w^ld fend my ^hsufe to. meet yoa at any place 
. 3K)Ut fhould appoint. 

I HAVE pafled my winter hitherto pretty 
chcar&iH}! amon^ft my-bQoks^ in whac 1 caU my 
libcary. It npw better defei^ves that name, by 
the form I have given it, and the volumes: B have 
aidded. — ^Mr. *S-^ wouUk t/ril yon Cbmetdstng o& 
to^. other occupations. < 

I Gor&j)> vtdikthat you would favour' m^e. with 
Sb CQpy of your EiTay ' on Ele^ltricit^ and with 
90Y new copy o£ vieisfes of your wna^ or of 
your friende* — Be notr appreUenike :. there (halt 
nothing appear in print of your ccmpofition 
dfl^i'more, without your explicit confent. — And 
yet I have thopglus of amufmg.myfelf with the 

• • Y 4 J)ubHcatign 
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publication of a fmali Mifcellany from neigh** 
bour Balkerville*8 prefs, if I can fave myfelf " 
harmlefs as to exp€ncc%— J purpofe it no larger • 
than a ** Lanfdown*s/' a ^' Phiiips's,^* or a 
^^ Pomfret's Poems.*' 

# 

JIavje you read my friend Dr. Qrainger's 
Tibullos? — It aflfords you an elegant, edition of. 
a good tranilat'^pti and of the text. He is eo- 
gaged in a war with S — , and has juft fent me 
his pamphlet ; which I could wiih you to read, 
in order to form a judgement of S — ^*s charac- 
ter. Spcnce, I fee, has advertifed his *^ Par- 
*^ allel betwixt Malliabecqui and his Taylor.'* 
It is merely a charitable defign: and fuch are. 
now all Spence's views. 

What remains of my papet muft be cm- 
ployed not in tnere ceremony, although, in fome- 
thing that bears the form of it : jn pay beft com- 
pliments to Mrs. Jago, and my offer, not indeed 
f pf a part of the friendfhip which I owe youj 
but rather of an equal quantity : in an affur- 
jance of the cordiality with which I fhall rejoice 
to fee both her and you ; /and in confinnadon of 
that affeftion with which I have ever been, aai 

^Lin, my good friend> your moft obedient fervantj . 

■ » . ■ .. • • 

W. Sheustone, 

XCVI, Tib 



( 
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XCVI. To Mr* GRAVES, on their' fevcralSl 
tuatioDs and CompofltioDs. 



Dear Mr. Graves, 



The Leafowesi, 
April 18, .1759. 



YOIJ will think my filence long; and I 
Ihould be forry to have you quite regard* 
kfs of it; although, I fear^ it muft be my 
fate to trefpafs frequently ppbn yoiqir kind foli- 
dtude. — I have no cxcufe to make, befide forae 
frivolous avocations, and much of that heavif 
nefs and laflitude which difinclines one to write 
letters. — I paiTed the former part of winter 
yith more vivacity than I did the latter, or evien 
the incipient fpring ; owing, poifibly, to thefc 
<;old winds, which wijll not permit me to ufe my 
wonted exercifp. You will laugh at the t«rord 
' vivacity i whefi applied to ib dull an animal ; but 
I fpeak comparatively of that unmeaning drow- 
Qneis which is my lot at other times, and was^ 
ipi fo&e fort, while ypu were hcra« 



Mr. X^odfley tells me, he received a letter 
from /^Oti, acquainting him that ^eone would 
be played at BSith : I fhould 'be glad to receive 
from ypu any particulars of its fuccefs. He i$ 
puoliflxing an elegant edition of it, which I ex- 
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pcft by this very poft. The new plate of my 
groTPi which will appear at the end of his Mel- 
"gomcDtf is perhaps liable toi fome exceptioB&^ 
but, by mueh) the bcft that hai yet appeared^ 
Do not forget to fend me your objcAions to it. 
As t» the epilogue^ I have totally baoiihedi I 
think) every one of the lines which hcju^^ 
iuted ; have left to him the choice of xmx or 
diree readings for the four laft lines ; and though 
none of them quite pleafib me» yet the epilogue^ 
on the whole, (fifcoven more of gepius» ist 
more fpirited, and lefs inaccurate. I fliali 
be glad to find that you think the fame widxi 
me# 

l9<> regani t» ]«ur place^ fo far as Fcan fbm 
an idea;:of it» Iwiduldhaveyou/confulr^^-amufb- 
ment; 1 mean, widiout too mnch regard' xxf 
^mhzt' others fay or think. As to diftingni(hingf 
your ingemxity (which 1 unfeignedly defire yon 
may), dtte prefe affords you more adequate mur 
titrSal^ than dtfaor y«ur fortune or, perhapn^ 
your place. Do not imagine, however, that I 
fliall not.be much delighted with every ftroke I 
uacer of youts at Claveston; A]^ £ai«iilties are ^ 
xaxy; ftsongly intuitive in refpeft q£ evecf thios: 
Ikdong^ng to. ^^U;^ an4 I fhouliit be a&mid H 
mj nook oc angjle tba^ yofj. bad> roimded ). a^ 
w^l ]dxas you: ha4. ipjjiiatedi: any Qi^cAi» dntt 
7 yon 
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you: had diverted ; or aay fio^ ihrub dial yon 
bad plaioted ; fliouM c^de my di&oycry : yet 
yoa wiU. flime m^re by means of the preft ; and 
if I faid atiy thing concerning your ■■ ^ ^ that 
did not dsraKT^ you to perfe^irit^ lam fiirej I 
muft ufe terins ntf mexpreffive etf my mean- 
ing« Without any more vorck^ let me intreat 
yott to proceed with it t gi^c ^fuUfeofe to yoar 
imagination ; and if there fliould be aught one 
w>nM wilh rttrencbed, it is mighty eqfify (Une. 

I HAVE indeed fhmigbu (for \ never ufe thcf* 
word refolutions) of publiihing my Elegies neict 
water->--yoii m\k gajafiiy^ when I teUL yo« my 
intention of puyitiiof a^ my^ very farm ; at 
leafty about eight or ten fcenes taken from it, by 
waqr of top and tail-pieces for thofe Elegies.*-* 
The wof Id will perhaps tax my yanity ; but I 
do not m the leaft Gare*-^The pleafuie which 
i;kat Woiid gifes me, I am very coafcious, will not 
Ipe too 1^ i aid I am determined that the pain it 
nay feek to give ihalL bear proportion: yet 
ftioold I b^ forry ta obtrude fluff upon it, eir 
trfatfp from, the poicil or the. pea;, and my good 
friend Vi^. Dodflej^ has^ ibmeumes paui«d moi 

« 

Irtvu jwit jc^eanmA allQAiibr wiMer;*^That 
unFjT kmi neat Friory^gate (hews nft&^ hit of 

road 
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road in fummer ; thdugh the confdou&rfs of a 
firm rail there would addtotnyown tranquillity- 
Mr. Knight has given me Strangc's prints^ which, • 
I hear, are fine* Dodil6y gives me fwans: but 
for thefe two months p^ft I have been a librarian, 
or rather a bookbinder; yetmothing more «»-: 
feignedly^ than yours and Mrs. Grave's mojl 
aiffedionate humble fervant, . 



ZCViL To the fame, on Fables, Mottoes^ Urns^ 

Infcriptions, &c. 

The Leaibw^' 
Dear Mr. Graves, 0&. 3, 1759** 

DEPEND upon it, I fliall fee Ctavertoa 
before winter. — The mifchief is, that, witK 
as violent a propenfity as ever perfon felt, I fliall 
hot be able to reach your hemifphere, while 
Mr. Spence, Mr. Dodfley, and ' Mr. Whitehead 
give it fucli peculiar luffre, in my eyes. This I 
Sid not'defpairof dolngatthe trrae-Mr. Dodfley 
left me at Birmingham. It turned upon an event^' 
which I did not indeed explain to him, the ac- 
commodation of th^ iaflkir with D— ; which 
concerns near one half of my little fortwe^ an4 

vhicllt 
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^ t1*hi^li, a£ I have any luck on my. fi^e, muft now 
be perfedlod within a fortnight. I was (hewn 

- 'th^ rough iketch ofour amveyances lafl Saturday* 
— Once for all, my indolence is not in fault ; . my 
health and my worldly embarraffraents havjf 
often been fo, and at prefent are. " Pol me 
** miferum, patrone, yocares, fi ?eruni| &c.'* 

DoDSLEY, to give his book eclat, ihould allow 
himfelf time to abridge and polijh. It is not 
enough in my opinion,merely to furpafs L'EftiSingc 
and Croxall. The grand exceptim to Fables 
confifts in giving fpeecb to toimals, &c« a greater 
violation oi truth than appears in any other kind 
of writing f This objeftion is infurmouot^ble. 

"^ Their peculiar advantage is to remoyq. the 
oflfehfivenefs of advice ; in order to which, one 

; ihould perhaps purfueamedium betwixtthe fuper- 
fluous garniture of LaF6n,taine,&c. and the iSked 
fimpligity^iid laconifmjqf Phaednis*. Jn rtfpcft 
of his^ own new-invented Fablef, I wifli himito 
devife uncommon fubjefts, and to inculcate 
refined morals. • But . pjray . Jend me your two 
direAly, which will anj^er all that I exped in 
Fables. •: ...:.: 

' •' . ' 

Did Mr. Dodfley tell :you of .^€l feat in my 

(hrubbery which I had taken the freedom to 

infcribe to you ? I could tioi/atisfy myfelf in an 

; J infcrij^on \ 



r 
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JixfuijpiiQO 1 4Bidt ftomii kind of ^etA anA fii?«^ 
"fioii td 4eby, wade life cf iflie fllioitell dMi: I 
<Mu]d4letift^ The ^atoiid >fi»!oU aire ^{slit* 

** A^^fCttf AE tlT MElUfra 
^' JtlCHARBt eAAVES. 
•'— IPSAE TE, TITVRE, PINYS^ IPSI TB FOH^ESi 

I wiLLQoc becfo aJFcftcd as to prerassd that the 
imi<^ ^nntaf complkwiit ]F<m dei\g^i»^^ more 
^oflKn^i^ w Of modefty disui it bfffeafiiig to my 
f ncftdihdp. I vifii howcfer it coakl be a licde 
ihotmaed^ The '^ inter hottes^B degannae 
^ ftudiofos'' &ems a tittle too verbofe lorioicrip* 
tioo« Befide, I hadr/irA^ the complkms were 
mot thiiMim wicfa A> saiidiiM!^^ H^n aay iUU 
I Ihave ill gacdentiigi vlmt in fone fort divided 
htismxt^bai aM4»itfyyi£ you perceife ^o |prear 
ohldEtttm; ifi9ptffe» 

^AinoiTiAE o«a« 

<^ KAIADAS l>ARI,TEa AC MVSA$ 
^' BXGOLENDO 
^«iM¥J. «|^ "V^Itt^l^ XIVS jetEOAimttlitAAl 

'*' woiiiEiifigrs sVitm 
^ ^iriiTttft.AylT*^ 

'•- Off 
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^* AMICITIAE C. ?• 

QVI, 
•* NAIPAS PAltlTSR AC NIVSAS 

«* SIMV^ «T ^PATSRNA HVKA 

'' NOMSKQ(y£ £IVS 

** jLLVSTRAVITy 

^^ON 9X10VVM DSCV9 
*« AMJIWT*" 

V 

" AsricrrrAB c. s. 

'^ BENIGKAS PAniTBK BXPBRTVSi SStl 
f* KAIADAS KT MV$AS/* 

• \ 

m 

A. 

^ f AVt&VNT iRAfLXTCIt KAla|»BS<tf £| &C^'^ 

«* (foetynxtvs KT ltlA$ DZW <iyi Norw' 

" AO&ESTES) 
•'PANAt^fi, SltVAVVWCtTS^ $SN1M| HYMMTAS* 
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** llluftravit'* feems aa , happy word here, if it d& 
not favour too much of nobility .* yilia, I prefumcy 
implies no more than a country maniion-houfe. — ' 
But I leave the whold to your difcretion* 

Now yott fpeak 6f our Arcadias, pray, did 
you cvef'ice a print or dtawing oT Poullin's 
Arcadia ? The idia of it is fo very pleafing to 
ttie, that I had no peace, till I had ufed the in- 
fcription on one fide e£: Mift' Dolman's urn, 
« Et in Aroadia Ego/' Mr» Anfp»has the tv7a 
fhepherds vrith the .monument and infctiption in 
alto relievo at Shugborough. — ^Mr. Dodfley will 
borrow me a drawing , of it from Mr. Spence» 
See it defcribed, vol. 1. page 53. of the Abbe du 
Bos^iur k; poefie et la peintur^^ . ,. ^ 

Tell Mr. Dodfley, if he be yet at BaltB, that 
Mr. Cambridge called and dined with me ; an- 
fwering precifely to ihh idea which^iad con- 
ceived of him frctoi Mt. D— •is aiccountl^S wifli to 
God lie may have brought yon acquainted With 
Mr. Spence ; to Whom you arc, in my eftimation, 
the mofl like of any. on^ I kpow. Is Mr. Spence 
yet at Bath ? Mr. D — is gone, or going. Either 
he or the^ former told me*thar* anecdote of Pope 



' ** On ^e Prbce's aiking Pope, JipjH^ he could be glad to he 
hifn» when he exprefTed fo m^^ contempt of Kii^gs, Pope 
anfwered, " Though litjitnot like old Lyons^ h^'loved die 
•< young ones before their claws grew." 

' ^ " and 



\^ 
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btid the Prince of Wales long ago. Pray read 
Madame De Sevign^'s Letters— : they have 
amufed me much of late. I hope, witliin a poft, 
to fend you a neat plan of my farm, &c. ; ifce fame 
to Mr. Spence by your means, if he be at Bath. 
Do you hear who is to be Bilhop of Wbrcefter ? 
Give me the earlicft intelligence you can gather. 
— ^The jate Bifhop vifited me laft year ; and in- 
tended, I hear, to have done fo this. I wiih we^ 
may have another as obliging, and polite as I 
always found his late Lordihip* 

I WANT to iiiclofe forae little eijgraTings, &cc. 
to ydu, but muft wait till I can get a frank. 
Write dire^fy, for this once, I beg you, though 
you proTe dilatory another time. Of all books 
whatever, read Burke (fecond edit.) " Of the Su- 
hViiac and Beautiful ;** and of all points Whatever, 
believe that I am, with my beft good wifties to 
Mrs. Graves, dear Sir, ever your moft afFeftionatc 

and invariable friend, 

W. Shenstone. 

"DI MEMORIA NVPRISSI PIV QYE Dt SPEME.^' 

How do you like th;s motto for an urn .^ 

My beft compliments to Mr. Spence and Mr. 
Podfley, if at Bath* I will write fooo to each of 
them— your garden is as pretty as you can 

make ic. 

Z XGVIII. To 
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XCVIII. To the famtf". 

- ^ The LeafdWesy 

Dear Mr. Graves, 0<a/26, 1759^ 

IW ANT no conviftion of the pleafure which 
you Will receive from the termination of my in- 
fepal lawfuit. It muft,if I have any luck, be final- 
ly adjufted in about nine days time ; after having 
fobbed me of my peace for fix of the beft years 
of my life. During the yorw^r part of life, t 
languiihed for an acquaintance fomewhat more 
extenfivc : and when the company that flocked t© 
fee my place removed all grounds of that com- 
plaint, this accurfed difptite arofe, and mixed 
with every enjoyment that was offered me.-'-r 
i have fometiraes found entertainment in balanc- 
ing the, good and evil that has been allotted mc 
in general ; and have in the end imagined the 
good prevalent, and that I have great reafon to 
be thankful for more happiriefs than I deferve.— 
Yet are there many awkward circumftances that 
forbid the y2:^/^ 10 f^ll precip'tately ; among the 
chief, 1 place the diftance to which I fee you and 
one or two others removed. This is indeed an 
heavy article, and, were it not for letters^ would 
be infuppprtable.' > *; 



A^ 
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As to Mr. Dodfley's colleflion of Fables, you 
are miftaken if you thimk that I perufed the 
quarto book. I dipped into it here and there, 
and thought thefe • wanted much alteration^ 
There was a little book with a paper-cover, ori 
which I beftowed no fmall pains ;. and when I 
had (b done, crofled the Fables which I thought 
might well enough pafs mufler. Addifon would 
have been the beft writer of Fables of any 
author I know — the purity of ftyle — the con- 
cifenefs-^the dry humour — and the familiar 
manner'.— As toDodfley's publifliing this winter, 
he may pdjQibly do fo, without lofs of credit ; 
but when one cbnfiders that they arc, or ought 
to be, the ftandard for years to come, one caii 
hardly avoid wifliing him to give them the 
p6li(H of another fummer. ■ *Twas fortunate 
that you pitched upon ^' The Rai^en afid Mag- 
^* pie" to tranfcribe for me ; as Mr. Dodfley had 
felit me *^ The Sun-flowei; and the Tubcrofe" 
before-. I think the laft fomewhat inferior, but 
will re-coftfider it before I write agaift. The 
Fable which I literally tranflated from Phcecfrus 
was " The Wolf and the Crane,'* in order to give 
Dodfley fin idea on' what Rollin laid the ftrefs in 
Fables. 

As to the mfcription, I will endeavour to. 
aidjufl it to your mind — ^^ Meritifque rcconditi-; 

2 2 ti oribus*' 
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•* oribus** may do, but is not explicit cnongffv 
I want fully lo cxprcfs a charafter that (hine$ 
fenfiarkably among feleft acquaintance^ and yet 
(through extreme refinement) makes leis figure 
in the public eyc# 

1 HAD nifide the fanxe objeftkm to Btrke's 
chapter upon words — and yet there feems to be 
fomething right in it. Du Bos (which I hate 
only feen in French^ but wbkh I believe is ilfa 
tranflated) confids of three volumes, 1 2mo. His 
fubjeAs are pleafmg^ and his knowledge may be 
Entertaining ; but his genbs feems not very pro* 
found, from the little that I hate confalted ia 
him. 

DopsiEY is freafify what yoa fay of liim ; as 
6bje£t of eft^em and lo^et and m fome degret 
of admiration. His ear does oot wholly pleafe 
sie in writJngf, and y^t he is latiiafately a&ded 
with mufidc-^-^Lord L — 's ear is perhaps the te? 
terfe. I mean, he does not nnK:h regard muficy 
yet writes faaztoonioofly ia yerle and profe. 

Robertson I think to boy^-^Butler alfdr, 
though I ihall not admire him--^Lord Clarendofi, 
when I am rich — Raffelas has a few refined fen- 
timents thinly fcattered, but is tipon the'Whole 
below Mr. J*-* Did I tcU you I had a letter 

from 
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from Johnfon^ locloiing Vernon's Parifh-clerk ? 
Fray take Dodfley'a advice in regard to youc- 
^ ■ " ; and heighten the ridiculoufnefs of your 

heroe, which bis kind of lunacy will countenance^ 
yet admit him to fay good things. — But do not 
make anj alteration in the narrative of your owq 
(bry«— at leaft> till I have again perufed it—Do 
sot fpurn this fiftv pounds. It will procure yon 
numerous conveniences^ which you would per- 
haps otherwife deny yourfelf. 

V 

I HATE pafTed four or five days, betwixt thig 
week and laft, at my Lord Ward's at Hinley. — 
This has furniihed me with franks, befide the 
confolation I derive from having paid a vifit of 
this kind. It is " fpipi$ c pluribus una faltem 
^^ exempta'/^ The rejiriiint renders them^m^e* 
I hope I may fay fo without umbrage, or giving 
^n appearance of difr.efpeft. For Mr. W — is 
an agreeable m^i aad my reception was very 
polite. 

I HAVE three or four more of thefe fuperb 
vifits to make, and which I may not omit without 
giving real offence. To Lord Plymouth, next 
week ; Lord Stamford's, the week after \ then 
to Lord Lyttelton, at our AdniiraPs ; and then 
to Lord Foley, if your friend Dr. Charlcton will 
accompany me ; then^ &c. alas ! alas 1 '^ Quid mQ 

' Z 3 ^*«xcmpta 
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" exempt a juvat fpina ?*' I mufl conclude upon a 
feparate paper. That your e^pe&dtion may not 
deceive you in regard to the plan I promifed, I 
inclofe a furvey of my farm reduced to miniature 
by a neighbouring artifh Let me know if it 
bring the placfe tq your memory — I think to 
have a plate (which may be done at Birming- 
ham for fix or eight {hillings), that ihall leave me 
no trouble but to tinge the imprefTions with 

, colors ; in order to give my friends. But do 
yo\i advife me to engrave this^ pr another that is 

' twice as large ? 

I HAVE purchafed ^' Gerard upon Tafte,*' 
the author of which is a Profeffor at Edteburgh, 
and the bopk commended in the Review — you 
will fay that the Reviewers are partial to Scotch- 
pepple— tI know nothing of that, but the book 
is learned, and op a pleafing fubjeft — I piay petr 
haps ad^ a very important one — fpr forely it is 
altogether nnqueilionable that tafte naturally 
leads to virtue. I am however in fome doubt 
whether it will give you that amufement which 
Burke's has done. — I mufl npw take my leav^, 
having engagements of a dilF(?rent kind j but not 
fill I have defircd my hearty i^efpeft^ to Mrs, 
praves, and her acceptance of this " Grove an^ 
!* King-filher.** I am, dear Mr. Graves, ever and 
jnoft entirely, your very affeftionate, 

W. Shenstqne, 
XCIX. To 
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^CIX. To the fame, on his Want of Leifure. 

I ^^ • 

The Leafowes, 

Dear Mr.' Graves, Nov/ 24, .1759. 

THOUGH I write to you agarn fo foon> 
yet it really grieves ip.e to hear the .cooi- 
plaint which you fo often make for want of 
•time. I, who have time to wajie by luftres, 
cannot have patience with the world, that fuf- 
fers you to want the leifure which you would 
.employ to fo much better purpofes. Perhaps, 
however, you are as happy as more leifure could 
make you; the cafe is not io clear ^ as to leave 
me'fatisfied of xhe cont^jiry. And yet, as t^ie 
pleafures of imagination have an undoubted 
claim to a real exiftence, they ipuft.furely afford 
very lively fenfations to pcrfons of yopr fenfi- 
bility and refinement. — ^Be this as it may, I iJoill 
always murmur ^ that you can fo ill fpare time 
for literary amufement.— Neverthelefs, make 
one effort, and finifti the talk you have now be- 
fore you. I mufl confefs, you may naturally 
reply, that I am now become an interefled per- 
4.QVL ; but Wuy I am fure, . will be no check xo 
your afdvity. 

Mr. William ;Duncombe fent (with the firft 
volume of Horace) one of the fa^tires in Mf.^ 

I Z 4 ' infcribed 
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h/cribed to me. Upon purchallDg, howeyeFi^ 
the fecood Yoluine« I 6ixd,my name is changed tq 
Kawkefworth, -r- W]io knows but I loft this 
compliment by writing tp yon, my friendj^ 
while Khould have been writipg to hifli ^— 'if ^o.t 
' indeed, you ought to make it up to me ; and I 
am fure I (hall prize your compliment beyond 
ibat of which I liave beep deprived* 

The view of B— , which you mention, I have 
indeed feen along time ago i but furely the icwt 
ter-fali i$ quite d^eftable. There i$ fomethtng^ 
^n > ^ch fidci^ as I remember, that puts one ii\ 
Ittifid of a pofridgc-p6t boiling Ofer beneath 
the pot-lid, The appearance of the houfe 
^nd the back-ground is better; t}its Wis adr 
jufted by the painter, the other (as I think Smith 
told ine) by an old houfe^^fteward of Lord 
T— s. 

I HAVE -indexed another copy of the lines to 
Venus, for your emendation«-^Thank yon for 
the ftanza you introduced*-*-*! meanti indeed^ 
before^ to allude to natural beauty more than 
• Tfioral ; but did not fully chough exprefs myfeif. 
There remains no tranfition now but from MJr 
tnal beauty to inanimate ; whkh is eafier. 

Yov will obftrte, that t take great Bberw 
tits with the Fabsles you aflc tbft t0. tefif^^^wDod* 

Acy 
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flcy moft think xne t^r/ famaftical or worfe^ 
while I was corredtng tfaofe be wrote flt The 
it>eafawes*^--I find my ior much more ape to take 
offence than moil other people's ; and, as bit is 
far le& delicate than mincj he mud of courfe 
beliere, i|i many places, that I altered merely 
for alteration's iake. X caQnot be eafy without 
fome certain proportim betwixt one fentence 
;ind another ; betwixt one member of a fentence 
and another ; without a melody at the clofe of 
^ pan^[raph almoft as agreeable as yonr '^ mag* 
^ pifictent falon." 

I HAYS not written to Dodiky any decent let- 
ter fince he arrived at his houfe in London. — 
I mi^ now apply myfelf to write half a fcore Fa- 
bles, and, if he chafes it, a tranflation of La Motte*s 
Diicourfe upon the fubjeft. — ^Your reply in 
regard to ,the delay of my publicatioo cannot 
\^ suUwered \ that is certain. 

Whitfield's Journal, I fear^ is purged of 
. its moft ridiculous paflages. — ^Dodfley brought 
one down hither for Mr. Deane to (hew my 
Lord Dr—th; but Jhe tells me, there remains^ 
nothing of that^r^/J abfurdity which I faw>in 
yx)ur brother's at Mickleton. 

The painter, whom I juft mentioned to have 

taken fome por^r^its through my recommenJa« 

7 tion. 
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. tion, and to have painted a ruin for my grecti* 
room^ offers to give me my pifture if I chufe to 
fit.-r-Were you here to lend me your affiftance, I 
fhould certainly comply.^— Mean while, tell me 
what you think of fome of. the attitudes that 
I inclofe. What I myfelf prefer at prefent is, 
to leffen my ^dimenjions (which of itfelfgives a 
kind of beauty), and to appear in a kind of 
night-gQwn agreeable to the attitude marked 
AA. The man evidently hits off likeneffes, 
and IS efteemed iofl>ine among the pointers jof 
Birmingham. I fhall be forced to have your 
pifture copied by him, which, by means of 
dampnefs, flies off the canvas ; fo that, on the 
whole, I (hall re-pay his compliment. — ^This laft 
"article puts me in mind that I owe you my pic- 
tnre, whenever you demand it ; but I woufid 
•chofe to defer it till the fpring, for fome cert^nn 
reafons regarding oeconomy. Remember me 
always to good Mrs. — ; and believe me -yours, 
with all pof&ble affection, 

W, 5hen,stoii£, 



C. Jo. 
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C To the fame, with an Account of a Defign 

for his own Pifturc. 

^ 

The Lealbwes, 
Dear Mr. Graves, Jan. 8, 1760. 

WERE J to regulate my compliments by 
, the arrival of times and feafons, I 
0iould congratulate you upon a correfpondence 
which nqw pnters upon its three and twentieth 
year. — Our friendjhip is of fomething older 
date ; and is not this an aichievement that der 
ferves the honour of a triumph both for you 
and me too ?— More, I am fure, than the regu- 
lar deftruftion of fifteen or twenty thoufand 
wretches in the field ; confidering how uncommon 
we find friendfliips of fo long a duration, and 
how cheap we find fuch viftories, not only on 
the Pruffian, but on the Auftrian fide. 

Mr. Cambridge (Scriblerus)^ who called here 
this autumn, was confidering this maifacre rather 
in a philofophical than political view; and^ 
indeed, it does not appear to me that plague, 
earthquake, or famine, are more pernicious to 
the human race, than what the world calls 
Jieroes ; but enough of this. 
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4 

Your want of leifure gives me 'pain ; farely, 
if I may guefe by one or two of your h& let- 
ters* you have enlarged the number of your 
fcholars, and extended your domeftic cares« 
beyond what your circumftances require ^ 

You muft not judge of my painter's abilities 
by the fmall iketch I inclofe. — I deiired him to 
give me ^Jlight one ; and have, perhaps, ruin^ 
even that by endeavouring to bring it nearer to 
what the pifture now is mjfelf. It will gxyt 
you a tolerable idea in moft points, except the 
Paiv, which has his face turned towards the 
front ; and is not near fo confiderable. — I chofe 
to have this term introduced, not only as he 
carries my favourite reeds, but as be is the 
principal fyhan deity. — ^The Water-nyniph bc^ 
low has the word " Stour" on the mouth of 
her urn ; which, in fome fort, rifes at The Lea« 
fowes. On the fcroll is, ** Flumina amem fyl- 
** vafque inglorius,'* alluding to them betb.'-^ 
The Pan, you will perhaps obferve, hurts the 
Jimplicify of the pifture — ^not much, as we have 
managed him ; and the intention here is, I thinks 
a balance. 

Ths dog on the other /ide is my faitbfid 

Lucy, wljiich you perhaps remember { and who 
mafi be neanr ih? Mi than (he perhaps would, 

if. 
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If wc had more room. However I believe, I 
(hall caufe her head to cut off that littk xlufter 
df angles, where the haluftrade joins the bafe of 
the arch. The baluftrade is an improvement 
we made the other day : it is, I think, a great 
one ; not only as it gives a fymmetry or balance 
to the curtain of which you complained ; but as 
it eictends the area on which I {land, and 
fliortens the iength of this half-arch^ Thft 
painter objefted to a tree ; I know not why ; 
unlefs that we could introduce Viojiem without 
encroaching too much upon the landfcape : but 
the reafon he gave was, it would be an- injury 
to die facef — ^The confole is an Apollo's head. 
The impoft does not go further than the pi- 
kfter, which ends dte corner ; and here die 
drawing is effrcmeous.-'— We are, I think, to 
have a cjirpet, though we know not well how 
to manage it« 

^ And now, I mnft tell you the dimenfions.— * 
Tht figure itfetf is three feet, three inches attd 
a half; the whole pi&ure four feet, eleven 
inches, by two feet, three inches and three- 
quarters v— The colour of the gown, a fe** 
green; waiftcoat and breeches, buff-tolotrri 
llockings white, or rather pearl-colour j curtam 
a terra-fienna, or very rich reddiflx brown.— 4 
think the whole will have a good effeft ; bm: 
befecch you to fend me your opinion dinStiy^ 

- There 
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There arc fomc things we can alter ; but thertf 
are others we mud not. 

You (hall have one of the fize y^u defire in 
the fpring ; but will you not calculate for fomc 
one place in your room ? The painter takes very 
ftrQUg likeneffes ; is young ; rather daring than 
delicate in his manner, though he paints well in 
enamel; good-natured; flovenly; would im- 
prove much by application ^ Adieu ! 



CI. To the fame, on Fable, and other Articled 

of Tafte and Literature. 

The;Lcafowc$-i 
Dear Mr. Graves, Feb. 9, 1 760. 

I, COULD not underftand,by Mr. Dodfley's 
laft letter to me, that he had any fort of in- 
tention to publiih his Fables this winter. Pre- 
fuming upon this delay, and having neither had 
the leifure nor the frame of mind fit to take bis 
preface into confideration, I have hitherto de- 
ferred to do fo ; and can only fay in general^ that 
I could wi(h you had happened to be Inore co- 
pious in your obfervatioas. , La Motte's Dif- 
I courfe 
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^buffe on Fables is a moft excellent perfor- 
mance ; containing, as appears to me, all that 
need be faid upon the fubjeft, and this expreffed 
with all imaginable elegance and perfpicuity. 
I believe I Ihall advife our friend D— to make 
more ample ufe of this dijQfertation. There is 
a tranilation of La Motte into prefe^y which is 
altogether * below contempt ; and yet, for aught 
I know, the only one. The word naive is 
Yery pibbably that for which he has fubftituted 
th© word lively ; though by no means of fimilar 
import.^ Natural approaches nearer it ; but 
according to La Motte is not precife : ' and, as 
the words Naif ^ndi Naivete feem of late to be- 
come more in vogue, I will here give you anex- 
traft of what he fays upon the fubjeft; " Je 
" ne fouhaiterois plus rien a I'Auteur de Fables, 
" fi ce n'eft d*etre fidcle au fentiment, & de le 
** peindre toujours aviec la Naivete qui le. ca- 
" rafterife ; car j'ofe encore diftinguer le i^- 
turel & le Naif. Le Naturel renferme une 
idee plus vague, & il eft oppofe en general au 
** Recherchiy au Force ; au lieu, que le Natf 
Teft particulierement au Refiichiy & n'appar- 
^ tient c\^^zxx fentiment^ 
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" Le fublime, felon cett^ idee, pent ctre 
Naif La Reponfe du vidl Horace a la quef- 
tion q^'on lui fait fur la conduite de fon fils ; 

*^quc 
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^ que TOttliez*toas qu'il fit coatre troifi ? ^il 
*^ fttourut. Gene repcmfe eft nopvt ; psrce 
*^ qatt c'eft Texpreffion toute ane duybr^mMT^e 
^* ce Aonain } qui piefere Uiuort de fcHi fils afa 
^ hoiite« li ne refond pas pr&iiemeot a' ce 
«« qu'^m lui ^emaode; il ditfeulementceqit^ii 
^^ fevt^ Ce n'eft que dans la vers iuiTant que la 
^ B4fieicm 6JKx6dc a la Naivete. 

^^ On qu'QUl^eau defcfpoir akxrs le fecourat. 

ft 

*^ II raifonne dans ce vers ^ il u'a fait que JkOir 
«' dans le premier. 

*' LEs^ocafions ,du iV^n^ foot, peat-etre, plu9 
^ frequeutes dans la Fable ; & Teloge de La 
^' Fontaiae eft de n^eu a?oir gueres manquees ; 
*< dans la Fable ' du Pot au Lait, le difcom^ 
*^ qu'Jl prete ^ ia Latiere eft un chef-d'cerre de 
*^ Nopvete, d'autant plus ilngulier, que fous 
^* Va^parence duraifmmnmnt le plus fuifi> kySvK 
^' ii;na!H/ fe montre dans toute fa force ; ou pour 
^' inieux dire, dans toute fon yvrejfe.^ 

And now, let me know what EngHIk voni 
ybu would employ to interpret Naif. Sentiment 
-te/ has fome preteofions ; but is «oc wiiollf 
10 one's nufkd* ( 

I^OXTGHT 
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I BOUGHT the quarto edition of LaMotce's 
Fables» to which this effay is prefixed ; though 
the yauQted cuis which tempted me to this ex- 
travagance did not anfwer my expeAation* 
The author, with much addrefs, begs the Duke 
of Orfeans to be a; the expence of them; 
which, to the bcft of my remembrance, was 
" deux milie ecus,** 

Mr* Hurd, you fee, is one of Dr. War- . 
•burton's Chaplains. ' I bought his Dialogues 
Moral and Political, almofl: as foon they were 
publifhed. Sir Edward Lyttelton told me, the 
introduftory one would be omitted in the next 
edition* The thi^ee following are very inge- 
nious ; but the two former are a little ambiguous 
in regatd to his intended moral : the two lalt 
are wholly political, and I have not yet perufed 
them, diough efleemed the heji. . 

Have you feen Dr. Smhh's ** Theory of Mo- 
ral Sentiments,'* which is prodigioufly commend- 
ed, aqdr which I have bought, but nor read?— 
You wiUfee an account of this in the Monthly 
Review. 

I HAVE lately been reading one or two vo- 
lumes of The Rambler ; who, excepting againft 

A a fome 
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fome few hardncffes in his manner*, and the 
.vrani of more examples to enliveni is one of 
the moft nervous^ moft perfpicuous^ mod concife, 
and moft harmonious profe-writers 1 kdow.-^A 
learned diftion improves by time* 



I AM forry to find no mention of your 



in all the letters which I have received of late. 
Do not think of dropping or even delaying the 
publication of it; only, if you pleafe, before 
it goes to the prefs,: let me perufe it once de- 
liberately. — What think you, if Dodfley ap- 
prove it> of admitting cuts imoyour fcheme? 

And now, from cuts I proceed to^ pidures. 
Alcock's portrait of me is in a manner finij|h<kl ; 
and has been hung up for thefe nine days paftj 
in its carved frame, oppofite to the fire-place in 
my library. Tfoey /ay it is a likenefs, allowing 
for the diminution of fize. Indeed, if I cap 
conclude any thing from the ftrong refemblance 
.which he has produced of others here, I may 
form fome conje6lure that he has not failed in 

taine. — Be this as it will, the pifture is, upon 
the whole, ^ tolerably, pleafing one; and this is 
the tnojl I rauft dare to fay, confidering my own 
pcrfon makes lb large a part of it. 

^ He too ofcen makes ufe of the nhjlra^ for the cwcrete* 

- 7 ^ What 
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What think you of a tawTocy or reddifli 
brown for the robe or night-gown, with black 
for the waiftcoat and breeches, referving green 
^- for the curtain? though green is, with me at 
lead, no very gay colour, nor has it that effeft 
which you apprehended in the drapery. Terra- 
fienna is a delightful colour; fo, I think, is 
Roman ocre burnt. Let me know then, what 
pbjeftions you have to the drapery juft now pro- 
pofed. Let me know alfo any defign that you 
think moft pleafing for a back-ground ; or any 
ftory of two or three figures, that would be 
fuitablc for a relievo. 

From piclures I proceed to painters. I be- 
*lieve, Alcock would go and fettle at Bath, .if 
Amos Green could be induced to join hiip* 
Amos Green is the name of the painter whom . 
I recommended to you before my fever. He is 
efteemed inferior tono one* in England for fruit. 
He alfo paints flowers, mfefts, and dead-game, 
very well. To this he would adjoin the bufi- 
nefs of water-painting. Alcock would paint 
portraits in oil ; and to this he would add ena- 
mel-painting ; both of them the beft^natured 
youpg felldws in the world. ' Now fuppofe 
them alfo ingenious y and tell me whether they 
would have a chance to ihrive^. 

A a a Yoxj 
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You ought to have a very conliderabie amends ^ 
if you are to be plagued ^th \7rmng and with 
mufic-mafterstf-^I belieTe I rate your time and 
trouble at a much higher price than you do 
yourfclfi 

Dr. Blackftone has raifed himfelf to a*' very 
eminent figure^ indeed^ in the world of letters. 
I rejoice at it, without one particle of envy, 
i)oth as he is your fridnd, and a perfon of merit. 
I believe no one, befides yourfelf, would have 
dreamt of your odd analogy betwixt him and 
rae. — ^I know not how they caine tp ittfert that 
infipid Song of mine in the Chronicle.— ^What 
fenfation it caufed in me, was that of difappro- 
bation ; as it looked like laying ftrefs on what 
one knows to be of ho importance^ 

The chief points wherein my piiShire varies 
from yt)tir drawing is in the comer below the 
bafe of the pedeftal ; where an antigue yafe is 
mtroduced with a flower and two: or three 
leaves of the fcarlet Geranium. The gilt vafe 
agrees well enough with the gold fringe on the 
edge ' of the curtain ; but the whole is fo fub- 
duedy as not to. catch the eye too Itrpngly. It 
was chiefly meant lo; obviaie the difagrecaUc- 
nefs of the parfiJlei lilies, ao^ ag^^i-OocafioQcd 
by the ftep in that corner ; but it crowds that 

2 ^ '* fide 
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fide a little, if one look from top to bottom ; 
and, though a pleafing objeft, it is hard to fay 
whether it do more good or harm. 

It is time now to take my leave, with my 
hearty refpefts to Mrs. Graves, and with the 
ufual faffurance, that I remain your moft aflFec- 
ttonate and faithful friend, > 



W. Sh EN STONE. 



Do write foon. 



CII. To the fame, on his neglefting his Cor- 

refpondencCf 

The Leafowes, 

Dear Mr. Graves, hh h 1760. 

I MUST confefs that I do not altogether find 
your argument conclufive. — An hurry of 
bufinefs may be neceffary, and fomewhat incon- 
fiftent with frequent correfpondence ; but a ftate 
of leifure, which I wifbed you, does not imply a 
courfe of dlffipation ; which makes your prefent 
apology for not writing to me before. And fo, 
betwixt biifmcfs at one time, and diffipation at 
another, I am to be defrauded of a correfpon- 

A a 3 dcnc« 
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dence that is quite effeniial to my wellrbeingf 
Pardon mc, if, on fucb occafion, you find me 
extremely clear-fighted in the foibleft of my 
fricpds ; and do not fay with the man in Horace, 
** Cur in amicorum vitiis, &c.**^The matter is too 
important for me to connive at any fort of fo- 
phifm. — However, to make you eafy on this 
head, 1 am convinced the letter was owing to 
you ; for which 1 will draw my apology neither 
ixom bii/tnefs nor diflipation : and yet howjuftly 
might I palliate my long filence upon either 
footing ! Since I wrote to you, I have been b'{/ied 
in bringing about a conclufion \yith D- — . The; 
letters, journies, &c. previous and pojlerior to 
the execution of articles, would afford me noble 
i^atter for excufe.— rThg conftant attendance 
upon workmen (of which I have fourteen or 
fifteen this very day), making a piece of water 
below my Priory, would produce more on the 
fxrore of di/jipation — you remember the place. — 
This, at prefent, is my chief employment, stl- 
f hough Alcock i§ drawing on ^he fide of U|y 
table. — ^I wonder you do not get fome litdp 
urns turrjed, in any fort of wood, about fovir- 
teen or fifteen inches high, and painted on the 
fide with figures, in the ipanner of fome antique 
baffo-relievo. He has done fomething of. this 
fort for me. You may, if you fp pleafe, have 
the ground a dark Z'r(?;?2^, and the figures a Uzbt 
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one. I am of late grown fond of bronze 
(which you yourfelf may eafily execute), and I ' 
think it always was your tafte. — ^Dodfley comes 
hither in about a fortnight^ and prints one edi^ 
tion of his Fables by means of Baikervilk*s 
prefs and paper. Mean timej he is to give me 
his pifture done by Reynolds; and to fend 
me two bronzed plafter urns, of about twelve 
inches, with baffo-relievo ; and two figures 
(ditto) of Homer and Virgil (of about twenty- 
one inches) for two niches in my librat-y. The 
parcel is to be pieced o^jt with Ogilby's Virgil, 
which I want for the fake of the landfcapes.-^ 
And now to the particulars of your letter.^ 

I CAN readily conceive how much greater 
pleafure you muft receive from the retinue of 
yQurjourn.ey| than an-Archbiftiop can from all 
his eijuipage ; and I can truly affur^ you, I 
find a pleafure in every pleafure you enjoy. 

Your room^ indeed, will be anobfe one; 
tut be fure remember the " Imploravit opes ho- 
** minis, fr^numque recepit,^' and guard againft 
it. — ^To fpeak my fetitiments, I think you will. I > 
think tyith you in regard to Triftram Shandy \ fo 
does' the author of The Monthly Review, you- 
will fee. I bought Webb inftantly ; but have 
not read it. Lord Lyttelton is allqweJly the 
aji^hor of thofe Dialogues 5 whofe, the v«ry 

A a 4 laft, 
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laft, I do not know. There is a noble fpocimea 
of Scotch poetry tranflated from the Erfe lan«« 
guage. — ^I have bad two copies fent me from 
Scotland ; and, bad I two frank$» would fend you 
one. " Chry fal,or The Adventures of a Guinea'* 
(real charaf^ers intended), will amufe you. Some* 
thing ever occurs that obftrufts my travelling at 
all— and though I long ardently to vifit you> the 
Lord knows when it will be ; yet be it certainly 
will, when I accompany Mr. Knight to Mr. 
Bamfield's ; where I am preffingly invited by that 
gentlqman and his neighbours, Ls^y Egmont, 
Sir Charles Tynte, &c.t— I have about an hundred 
things more to fay ; which I muft defer till I 
have heard from you. — God blefs you and 
yours, 

W. Shenstone, 



/ 



cm, To the fame, on Dodfley's Fables, and 

other Literary Articles, 

The Leafowes, 
Dear Mr. Graves, ^ Mar, i, 1761. 

ALTHOUGH this interval in our corre- 
fpondence muft be placed, I fear, to tny 
account, you will haydly think it mends the i?iat- 

ter. 
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ter, to Jill my prefoit letter even with the beft» * 
grounded apoIogies^—I will only mention a bad 
ftate of health, which has been my lot this 
winter, as a general excufe for two or three 
iB<mths iilence ; and then declare, as with truth 
I may, that the efteem and a&Aion which you 
have fo well deferved of me have nerer under- 
gone the leaft diminution or abatement. It is 
with me a melanchdy talk, to write letters when 
I am not well ; although it be the time, of all 
others, when it is moil neceffary for me to receive 
them.*— Our friend Dodfley, I prefume, has fenc 
you a book of his Fables ^before this time. 
What merit I have there, is in the EJfay ; in the 
BriginnJ Fables, although^ I can hardly claim a 
fingle Fable as my own ; and in the Index, 
which I caufed to be thrown into the form of 
Morals, and which are almoft wholly mine. I 
wifli to God it may fell ; for he has been at great 
e^pcQce about it. The two rivals which he haa 
to dread, are, the editions of Richardfon and of 
Croxall. The Fables in Croxall are tolerably 
written; his reflexions, little to the purpofc, 
either for boys or grown people. — RicUardfon's 
Impr&venient cf VE/irange would be a better col- 
legian, both for the Fabies and the moral Reflect 
tions, had he not admitted^ through an extrava- 
gant and miftidcen love of drollery, that vulgarity 
of phrafe which iq inany places is not cmnmon 

• ^ngiijh. 
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EngHJh. This, I think, a true ftate of the cafe: 
fay the bed you can in behalf of Dodfley. — ^As 
tQ his cuts, though to him expeniiTe^ they will 
hardly, I fear, meet with much of your appro- 
bation — ^the fcale is much too fmall-^and the 
emblematick prints which are larger will fcarce, 
I fear, be under ftood.-iir procured a copy from 
BaAcerville before the plates were infert»d^ and 
have caufcd my painter (Akock) to fupply the 
vacancies with fomc devices of my own — fome 
account of which I fend you, as it may amufe 
you for a minute. I want one or two to com- 
pleat my fcheme, and fhould be glad if you 
would propofe fome in your next letter. — I return 
you my hearty thinks for the hints you gavte for 
the Cambridge verfes ; but when I received 
them it was too late, and I myfelf too much in- 
difpofed, either to throw them into proper 
form, or even to anfwer that gentleman's letter j 
which I thought a very genteel one. — ^I know 
not what he did on that occafion, having feen 
neither Cambridge nor Oxford verfes— Mr. 
Dodfley gave me " The Environs of London/^ — 
Between friends, I wiih he may find five thoufand 
readers, whom the management of that work 
pleafes'more than me.^Jlvrill try to get you 
fome of the cuts, if you defire * me to do fo, 
though it will refleA a kind of tacit diflike of 
the wM^ performance — His brother publiibes 

• xhk 
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tkis winter *' The Works of Soamc Jenyns/' in 
three pocket-volumes ; and a Chinefe novel from 
a Mf. tranflation revifed, &c. by a friend of 
mine. You have perhaps heard me fpeak of 
Mr. Pe^cy— he was in treaty with Mr. James 
Dodfley, for the publication of our bell old 
ballads in three volumes, — He has a large folio 
Mf* of ballads, which he (hewed me, and which, 
vnih his own natural and acquired talents, would 
qualify him for the purpofe, as well as any man 
jti England. I propofed^ the fcheme for him 
tny/elff wifhing to fee an elegant edition and good 
colle£bion of this kind. — I was alfo to have 
afEfted him in lelefting and rejefting; and iu 
fitting pppn the beft readings — But my illnefs 
broke off our correfpondence, the beginning of 
winter— ^and I know not what he has done fince. 
T-There is a New Peerage going to be publilbed 
—.with, I believe, the draughts of the Peers 
houfes — Lightholer called here, and faid he had 
taken Lord Lyttelton's, and Lord Stamford's, for 
that purpofe— the latter of which he fhewed me. 
— Thus have I told you what I hear of new 
publications --^is to what paffcs in the bufy world, 
l.know no more than the Chronicle informs me- — 
unlefs when yOur letters happen to be rounded 
with little anecdotes from Bath.'^ — Have you feen 
Baikerville's neW Prayer-books ? — My Lord 
partmouth has undertaken to prefent two to the 

King 
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King and Ftincefs.— Doj for charity fake; make 
me fome amends for this loQg chafm in our cor« 
refpondence^ by a very early and long letter*-^ 
I am (ick to bear from you ; being, with ar4ent 
and (incere affeftion, your erer faithft^ friend 
and fer?ants 

W. Shbnstoke* 

*' Our little life is rounded with a fleep.** 

Shakespeare. 



CIV. To the fame, with fome Political Anecdotes, 

The Lcaibwes, 

Dear Mr. Grates, May 2, 1761. 

I WILL, upon your lafl aflurance, take it ever 
for granted, that you do not omit writing 
upon any fcore of ceremony. This will render 
your filence, at Icaft in fome degree^ lefs irkiome 
to me ; when I do not think it the eflfeft of my 
own procraftination. — ^Mr. Dodflcy had fold two 
thoufand of his Fables long ago; but comj5lained 
that he fliould hfs thirty pounds by my neighbour 
Baiker^iile's imprefHon ; and that he ihould not 
be more than tep pounds gainer upon the whole. 
. - I told 
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1 told him it was enQUgh, in booka^of this fort^ if 
the firft edition paTed the way for their future 
eftabiifhment in fchools. And furiely fo it is ; for 
,a book of this kind^ once eftabliihied> becomes an 
abfolttte eftate for many years ; and brings in at 
leaft as certain and as regidar returns. I would 
wijb him to give the poUte world one more 
edition from Bafkerville's prefs ; admitting only 
znew fete of emblematical top and tail-pieces ; 
and confining thofe empty cuts relating to each 
Fable to the cheap edition which he prints at 
London. A fecond edition of this latter iprt 
will appear in a little time ; and if you hate any 
improvements to propofe^ he will very . thank- 
, fully receive tbemt Mr. Spence olFers him 
to write the life afrefli; and Spence, Burke, 
Lowth, 'and Melmoth, advife him to difcard 
Italich. I confefs he has ufed them to a very 
great exce/s, but yet I do not think they (hould 
be utterly difcarded. 

I BIB not intrad that Mr. Davenport ihould 
ever hear of thofe verfes ; and how he came to 
do lev is paft my coonpreheniion. He feemed to 
riie to have defer ted Worfield, without any in- 
tention, to return again. I therefore meant to 
infcribe them underxtiy own Venus; in order to 
a&td fome novelty , at an eq^ rate, to thofe who 
- are. curious enough to refeat their vifits here. 

Pray, 
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Pray, if you fee Mr. an.d Mrs. Davenport, pre'- 
fcnt my beft refpecls to them ; — and as to the 
Terfes, I will fend you Ji copy for them, if yoa 
dejlre or advife me fo to do. — Mr. S — is agree- 
able, not void of learning, has fom6 fmartnefs, 
but little tafte. — Mrs. S— has much of the 
latter; and perhaps imagination, which mak^^ 
a part of tafte, may have had no fraall fhare ra 
converting her to Popery. — Mr. Powys I have 
almoft forgot. — You are ingenious and very 
inventive in regard to the means of giving your- 
fclf mortification. I dare to fay, yoor new build- 
ing fuggefts no fuch idea as you conceive. «— 
And I think it fufficient in a parfonage-houfe, if 
one fees detached fpccimens of tafte or elegance, 
without uniformity, or even vrithout cofififtency. 

I DO not find but that you Jigure anlong the 
gentry near Bath. Dr. Gharleton, who was 
here yefterday with Sir Francis and Mr. Knight, 
gave me an account that the B — of G — had 
been to pay his refpefts to you. *I will not enter 
into particulars, but; would wifli yon to cuki- 
vate his acquaintance. — ^I fhewed Sir Frajicis the 
dead colouring of the pifturc which I intend to 
fend to you ; — ^but you nmft know that Alcock 
is the moft volatile of all creatures that have 
not wings. By way of .improving the pidnre 

I meant 
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I meant for Dociflcy, he has made it infinitely 
lefs like, and yet it muft go to London as it is, 
for God knows When he can be brought to alter 
it. 

' I ASKED the Doftor, how Mr. Blackft'one 
camd to obtain a feat in Parliament ; and his aq- 
fwer was, " The King infifted on it, as he was a 
" man of learning and ingenuity." — ^The enmity 
betwixt LordL— n and Mr. P — , I find, continues 
in its full force ; infomuch that my Lord is to 
have no place while Mr. P — continues in -the 
miniftry . — My Lord B — *s promotion was; i^ 
feems, demanded by the D. of N — and Mr^ 
P — , as they would not be cxpofed to bear the 
blame, while he was the chief mover behind the 
curtain. Thefe little particles of intelligence 

have, I believe, Sir for their author. — 

I was told by anothel: politician, the fame day, 
that we were not to expeft a peace — th^t the 
french, who might give up the Colonies, would 
not refign the Fifliery. 

Mr. Knight, his mother and fifter, go through 
Bath to Mr. Bamfylde's in about three weeks, 
if nothing intervene. I am teazed gready to 
accompany them, — -by my own inclination, I can 
affure you, as well a$ their importunity. I do 
not fay I will not, nor muft I ever promife you 
beforehand that I will. I have goodVeafons *tb 

the 
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the contrary. They have feme thoughts of 
bringing Dr. Charleton into the party. 

Believe me eyer yours and Mrs. Graves's. 

W. Shenstone. 



CV. To the fame^ on the intended Publication 

of his Works. 

The Leafowes, 

Dear Mr. Graves, Sept. 14, 1761. 

IOtJGHT to have thanked you many weeks 
ago> for a very long and ^ntertaimng letter ; 
the length 6( which, as well as the entertainment, 
was increafed by a Foftfcript a few days after. 
—But as the Winter is with me a dull and uni- 
form feafon, fo the Summer is a time of uni- 
verfal diflipation ; and very happy do I think 
myfelf, when, after a continual fucceiEon of 
company, vifits paid, and excurfions taken, I can 
lit down in peace and quietnefs, to attend to the 
buiiof fs of' correfpondence and friendlhip. Ei- 
ther reafon, habit, or complexion tells me, that 
1 am never otberwife fo properly employed. 

The laft digrei&on I made was to the concert 
at Worcefter, to hear The MeiSah well per- 
formed ; 
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jfbrhied j to meet a number of faces one knows ; 
but firft, and principally, to vifit your brother, 
"without which motive J had not gone. In the 
two former refpcfts, the journey anfwered my 
"expeftation :— rbut, alas ! your brother was gone 
into Herefordlhire. !> however, alighted out 
of the chaife; and the houfe-keeper very civilly 
(hewed me his delightful parlour, that looks in- 
to the meadows, the Prebend's gardens, and 
down the Severn to Malvern-hills. A more 
agreeable town-houfe cannot pofEbly be found 
any where. But I regretted, when I reached the 
inn, that I had not afked to fee his children ; for 
I cither heard them up-ftairs, had a glimpfe of 
them at the window, or fancied, to a degree of 
conviftion, that they were moft of them within 
the houfe. I now return to remark upon fome 
particulars in your letter — I believe it is that 
indifference you complain of, which is the grand 
detriment to genius in an advanced part of life* 
In all poetical aflfairs, we are too apt to cry out 
'Witb Pallets, "Non eft npiihi tibia tanti/* Arid 
this renders all our eflforts tame, profaic, and ju; 
dfcious. But this propenfity, as well as many 
others, we Ihould guard againft, upon the ap- 
proach of age : change the objeft of our amufe- 
ments ; cherifli hopes, well or ill-grounded, ;of 
ifinding that pleafure in the novelty of objeds, 
;which we have not found in any individual. 

B b Thcfe 
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'Fhcfe are the neans of preferving our vivaciiyf 
a fomewhat longer time than it naturatty lafts 9 
but how far it is prudent to attadi ooifeiTes tor 
tSie world that We muft Itaye^ is a pomt whicb 
you better oan* determhie- Refined tafte» as it 
implies a hue of phjfficafc beawqf» Iks this ten^ 

The KB 'w sotfiMig eao he more raMnal thas 
what you fay about the expediea€|r tf io^ mt 
^mtp a I mean. to celled: lad pvdsiife what I 
Have written* Tou are indeed iPery partid toi 
my abilities i but, aSowwig for tbat, what yoo 
mention coikcides with what J havte thought my-' 
felfj and this for Ibme years paS^r A taonzstm^ 
able kind ef dyira&iM in ittnmierj and )& in^ 
differed ftate of boabh aad ipii^ts t^ wbcerr 
have hatheaco prevented any ^^re& m, the coc^ 
re£tio» of Wf ]|^eces» To dieU I nnghc adUl » 
ftt/penci abotti:: tbe eomp^ions^ and i&e mmmei^ 
proper for pablkadoOk^ I am now moft inclhie# 
CD make a colledion of dhe whole« lmea% die 
beft of what are already pijmed of in MA ; w 
publifh them by fiibfcrfption ib a burge ymrtof 
fize for the &ka <^ profit? ;r and to apolbgiase foir 
this method* by ment^uuiig the e^enee of top 
and tail-pieces, with which I niea» they fluU be 
embelUihed. Some oUtbefe (by the bye) may br 
nak^ front n)y farnit. die peft emblttnacka), m 

att 
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An feafy and ca^eiefs, hnu at tVt fame time, ele- 
gant manner. I ftiould think the inftance of 
Mr. Pope might render this niethod not difre- 
jmtaWc ; and it might be advcrtifed (as was done 
by Mr. Spcnce), that, unlefs a certain number 
W6re fubftribcd for, the whole affair Ihould be . 
no farther profecuted. This would put it in the 
Way of many friends to ferve ftie, who (I ffattef 
xiiyfdf ), witi imUnatm^ eftecm themfelves void 
of opportunity. Let me beg you to think fe- 
Jrkmfly of this, as W«Il as of ai g^heral title-page, 
before you write again. ' 

TflANk ybu kindly for all the little diverting 
anecdotes that are contained in your tetter. I 
am gtati to hear your place brings you company % 
partly, as it tends to amufe you ; and yet more, 
as It tends to make your merit more confpicuous. 
Tou and I have led a life of total difinteretf- 
ndenf. Let me aiivife you to feek fome advan* 
iage from your commerce, with griat men. — The 
boy, who was here with you and Mrs. Graves, 
was here lafl: Friday evening with a Mr. JoUiffe 
and his fon ; the latter of whom obferved your 
name upon the bench, and feemed proud to 
declare that he was once your fchool-fellow. 
Mr. Stratford (to whom I had written about 
fome gold-fiflies) fays in his anfwer, " I had the 
" pleafure from Bath of waiting upon Mr. 

Bb 2 ** 



312 MR. S HENS TONE'S 

<^G — , and was as much (atisfied witli AA: 
" miniature beauties of his place, as with the 
••.polite reception I met with from the owner.'' 
If you have an opportunity, you will oblige me 
by prefenting my coYnpliments to that gentleman. 
— ^I met Dr* Charlton at Worcefter, who ftands' 
high in my efteem. -— The account of Gothic 
architcAure, &c. is curious ; but I have found 
it in Dr. Warburton*s edition of Pope. — I in- 
clofe the verfes on the Venus de Medicis. — I 
told you before my intentions, &c. concerning 
tl^em ; and fince, I hear that they have appeared 
in fome one of the Magazines — ^through Dod- 
fley*s or Percy's means, for I furely ^ gave a copy 
to nobody befides — and thofe copies muftlDC 
much imperf eft. — ^My pifture fhall be fent you as 
foonas lean poffiblyget Alcock over, who has pro- 
nlifed to come every week for thefe three months 
pad. I believe he will come foon. -I did 
riot know of Mr. Wartotfs compliment ; but he 
is very obliging to me on all occafions, and fends 
ihe all that he publiflies — I have not yet read 
Dr. Robinfon*s Hiftdry, to my fhame be it 
fpoken, though I have the honour to know the 
author. — * I hope the King will oblige the Irifh 
Peers with a place in the proceffion, as that 
people feems greatly out of temper ; and, I fear, 
not without fome reafon. 

r 
7 I SEE 
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• I SEE my friend Dodfley has let cff his little 
fqtub upon the marriage, in the Chronicle. " Th^ 
** IGng fought a pettier ^* &c. and laft night 
was brought me, from Bafkeiwiiie's prefs, on 
the fame occafion, very pompoujly printed, the 
teoft defpicablc Grub-ftreet I ever faw. 

I HAVE made fome little improvements about 
my place ; have taken away the wall in front^ 
and made a handfome ring ; have extended my 
path, in one piece of ground, greatly for the 
better -^ but the grand water in the valley will 
make no figure till next fpring. 

I HAVE alfo affifted my friend IJuU the co- 
median in altering the Tragedy of Rofamond ; 
had it brought upon the ftage to' a full houfc 
at Birmingham, where it was very well received j 
put Hull into a way of making an indireft com- 
pUmei^t to the prefent King in the ten )aft lines 
of his 5pilogu.e, which was followed by " Go4 
•* fave great George," &c- in a full chorus of 
the audience apd. a^prs 4raW0 out ^breail upoa 

^e Aa^e. . 

» 

« Si)7C£ this,, there has been depofited in my 
hands a large colleftion of Poetry, by a Mifs 
Wheatly/of Walfall : many of the pieces writ- 

' B b 3 tej> 
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ten in an excellent and truly clailical flyle ; 
iimple, fentiQiental^ harinoniousi }p4 more cor- 
reft fha^ I almoft jcver ftw writteq by a lady^ 
They Yrill be publilhed^ I belicye, by fuj^ig* 
pon^ under the patronage of%ord Daf tgipfitb* 

But iiothing in the poetical way ha^ pleafa^ 
me better than a compliment which 1 receive^ 
about cine days ago by th^ poj^j m^^^l the. 

Gbuilerihire lady tha{: hj» Um %kt php^ s «ft 
, ijie raiie§ up a Fairy in jpy grpvc, ifite wkf& 
piovith (be pKts the poo^pli^ieBC. 1% fimus 9990M 
by fomebody of faltipn by the ftyjf ^ -^ Ci^ ff^f 
fprm any copjefturc ? 

Ther? wijs a Mf, Frgpip^ of Bcj|low ((^ 
fome fuch naine) wijh pyq pr fhpee Iji^Y^ m ?| 
pach and fix t^t wpr? her? pot Jopg bcfpfc j 
a very genteel and polite young map> ' 

I REALLY know iiot \io% to flop, whep f bf- 
gm a letter to you ; and it is one reafon why | 
look upon the tafk as too coniiderable to be un« 
dertaken at all times. Pray write foQQi and ]^ 
Uc?e me wholly yours and Mrs. Graves-s. 



4 » 
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CM. To the fame, iluggefting to ham ^ Subjca 

for Poetry. 

The Leafbwes^ 

Dear Mr^ Graves^ K&yao, 176s;.- 

I FIND you will fw( WfM, ualefs I ^ic a re^ 
gul9f ao^cr ^ your letters ; and yet^ Qo)| 
fcnows> I haY.e a better exoife fm my delay^ 
Chan I wifh my fxknd to have for his puodilio--^ 
I meaoj iodifpoiitton.''"*- Whence it has hap- 
jfCQci, I canoot %» mi^ I m^ blame thefe 
iZQAtiwal C9& mudsii bu$ I hare &£Ssredi morv 
ffoia the (miie^ ^ fpr»}g» dtan I hate i«aU]F 
done from the k9yms of msutecu 

» 
Having preoiifed thus much, I lay your Ictf 

ter before me. The ^pence of printing ^ 

Iheet of thofe ^mmei^ds^ory yeries a$ ;a comr 

mon prefs is eighteen ijulling^ ; and at Baikeri- 

vilie's abo^t |thre<! pounds, ttsn &iUings ; nor dp 

I meaa^ any deporatioiiS), unlelis g^erhaps ^^ The 

^* K]pg-£iher/' oc " Vi^ of my Geo? e,** whidi 

«|rou knowj I have cngr^tlFen i;ead9r ta »/ faandsu 

So you fee thiit ihu offering no Yanity h not 

likely tp be the w^ e^^enfiiKe^ 

I WI3H you had beftowed ibmewhat more ztr 
tmi}K^ japon tbe title ; in which cafe, I really 

B b 4 Wie?« 



376 MR, SHENSTONE/S 

tJelleve the job had been executed long ago. 
Pray be fo kind as to re-confider it. — ^Is not 
*lThe Garland of- Friefldfliip'' a little toe\, 
^ quaint ? for that, ^s I remember, was what I 
propofed. — ^The mofto which you propofed was 
a very good one ; and I think alfo, that the 
addition of the next line would be an improre- 
meiit 10 it ; " et ifti errori^ nomen virtus pofu-i 
^ iflet honeftum." But I do not love double 

mottoes ; fo, if I admit this, I muft exclude what 
I propofed ; which, to fpeak the truth, was of 
my own invention. 

\ 

Tkb cuftom of prefixing commendatory vcrfes 
to colFeftions of poetry is now feemingly grown 
obfolete. Befides, in my cafe, they would only 
fliew, that I had taien up more fame than my 
funds would anfwer. I return you many thanks 
fbr your poetical benevolence ; but why do you 
mention it under the name of Epigram? I do 
hot even chufe that it Ihould have the air of 
yimile from the beginning : 

** Lo the tall youth, by partial fate's decree, 
/* tTo affluence born, and from reftraint fet free ; 
^' How pieafed be^ &c.^* 

I HAVE taken, ibis ^nd feme ofber liberties 
with it, and Ihall. infert it among the reft ; un- 

!lei$ you chufe to redeem it, with fomething morp 

to 
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to your fatisfaftion; for, to fpeak with frank- 
ijefs, I think, it better calculated to dame ho- 
nour than your/elf; though I could efteem it 
good, if it came from a perfon whofe abilities I 
refpefted lefs than yours. There is a fubjcfl: 
here, which I would recommend to you, if by 
fo doing I fliould lay you under no reftraint. 
Jt is my principal cafcade. Its appearance well 
Tefembles the playfulnefs of infancy ; fkipping 
from fide to fide, with a tboufand antic motions, 

•m 

that anfwer no other purpofe than the mere 
amufement of the proprietor.^ — Other fimili- 
tudes, &c:.^ would here oqcur ; 

** Cui enim nafcenti fficlles arriferunt Mufse, 

Ir 

It then proceeds a few hundred yards, where it 
rolls znAJlifs iron for manufaftures of all kinds; 
refembling the graver toils of manhood, either 
in acquiring ;moncy, or furniflaing the cohve- 
liiencies, comforts, or orqaments of life: and, 
in this manner, it proceeds under the name of 
The Stour, fupplying wqrks fgr calling, forgo- 
ing, and ihaping iron, for every civil or mili>- 
tary purpofe. Perhaps jou may not know 
that my rills are the principal fources of this 
river;, or ths^t this river fqpplies more iron- 
works than almoft any.fingle river in the kingr 
4opa;. f^r^fo my friend. Mr* Knight told me, 

Ta?: 
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■* 

The Mr. D-^ yrm cn^oirc after, aftd iifco 
wrote the be/i addreft Sir Robert Walpolc crer 
received^ k Mr» Dodington.— Did t never fen<f 
you a Kfl of aH the cooceated oames in that 
MifceUany? — ^I began to tranferibe OQie front 
my own fet ; but find one part of my Kfl: is loft i 
I however fend it^ and will piece it out wheqi 
I ftdd an opportunity | as I purpofe alfe to giv^ 
you fome account of (Hir feverai merits in Dod* 
fiey^s Fables. By the way, do not the verfes 
to Dr. Cpmwallis (now Bi&op) affed you fen* 
fibly, vol. yif p. 158?'— they do me, whenever 
I read them ; and I Qan^ot help applying them 
to myfelf. I feel fomewhat of the fame fenfat^on 
when I read *^ The Letters of Henry and f ran- 
♦« ces i* in which (from feif-paytiaU^yA 90 4ftilbt) 
1 fv4 myfelf cxurct^cly like HwFjr* 

Pft^f let ma hear, if yoo pleaft» of Mp^ 

|)avenport. — ^I wilh I had lewqt to draw^ wel{ 
is early life.— »It. wouldf have g^ven me (btm 
Kcry ^eat advantages^ Ii€t me heat 7^ mudi 
pf Mr. M<ed«6th» who> I prcfume, hat left yon 
fbfig^ before tUs t^me. (did once deffgn to Kave 
Ibiit yoi} d0W9 niy propo^b for a f|ibl(!riptb»» 
and itM]iieftcd th^ favour of ym Pwo toi ftctf* 
-fhem finally, wkhone any fuirthep toftrener to 
fpyfetf J but my head and %wi« kwc beep tecar 
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\^ uqdeitakie or^ a (coaimqii ^tter.fr->Wha|: 
l^il^ y^^ of Dr. Lfiwtii'^ Gi^fnpurr Fr^iiyie met 
bim at B^..]>pdl)0f'sj ai^ (aysi be tt i«d| pleaded 
With wr frontUpiaccy &€• i^ Horace, livit 
jcpuld not prefent fa{^ fapolc cp l4>trd 8ttte» i^^^^ 
on ajcconn;: of my Lead's ii^difppfitioqi. I^. 

Daiton (Dr. Dalton's brother), who teaphes the 
^ing tp draw> pr^fented it. It feems, ^}xis Dr. 
Ds^taa (iM^o gave the <|rMPmg of Lord Bute*^ 
^ms) has lodgipg^ in the palace> and fees the 
King eTery d^. Wl^lf Lifie. ¥^ ^f^^ lum» 
)i7ord p^me that thfS Kliig was coming into his 
f oom ) \fpoQ wliichji Liyie was fent opt another 
way.^7-The King aikpd Dadton, whom he had 
)vjtth 14^ ?r:rw4 W»$ a|i%«e4, a^ edi^ior of flbr 
raiiccri ^hp h^d mfcribe^ii t(> l^ord Ba(e.<r-Balf 
tW is to pr#o| IfSPpy IR th? ^g- 

} i)ici.o» tci yon a fpecimen of the ckHsO? 
Wf 4 piM^tn of BpracjR, wiib the IrQWifpiepe*'^ 
?i^ Wk «ll be pmbl^cd \m % «c«ih'f mR% 
)i^ Imen ]pw a ^op^ itm tboib th^x ace Hi? 
^ted tp mf • ^ 

Mr %igA ^y^ ^^ apf utumepCfonUy I 

M|l*4N^tkcd*<^Thi 4>0ier plates, eith^ duogg^ 
l^ligfBoe, or the mtfulods of the d«%iie^ | 

pd «a^a7er, ha^e given me infinite tFpul^f 
m4 icxatjoa. I^awev?» with aboitt tw^Mrdt I 
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pf my dirc&ibns, ohferved^ they will, I hdpci 
affbrd you fomt pleafure ; and difcovcr fonic- 
tehat more beauty znd Jpirit than one commooly 
finds in (xxch deiigns.r-Send me your remarks 
very pardcularly» I befeech you» 

.■".-■.-■ 

w. s. 
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The Leafowe$v 

. Dear Mr. Graves, Nov. 20, 1762^ 

• * . • ■ " ' ' .■ ' ' 

DO I really owe you an apology? you who 
are embarraffed with fuch -a, number of 
momentous concerns, 'as. hardly allow a fait 
trial to letters of mere amufement? Alas! I 
M'iiribt'llielter my long filence under a fuppofi- 
tipn of this kind;. I believe, I even hope, that you 
have dffapproved my long negleft; as I can very 
faithfully, aflure you, I, have repeatedly done^ 
my/elf. There are certain times ,and feafons 
when I have not either the power or the will to 
HW'itc^ .as Hsamibal faid- about atRacking Rome, 
^* qoandoque meutem non dari, quandoque po» 
^ leftatem.*'. This being an intelleftual kind of le^ 
tifargy/n would have been at leaft a friendly office, 
if you had K6U^ed me, as, you mgbt have done, bjr 

*> 5^fU' 
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SM fupertiumeraty letter* • I DQ.ycr receivje . a line 
fyom you, but I feel an almoft irrefiftible propen- 
ficy to anfwer it that very inftant. Impediments 
fomctimes occur; and, that inftant being neglefted, 
matter is accumulated for a longer letter than I , 
am always .refolute enough to undertake; at^ 
the fame time, I can never content myfelf with 
uitering one half of what I have to fay,— rPray is ; 
not th2Lt good fort of man, to whom you allude, a 
Mr. K — ? Let him be ever fp good a fort of. 
mav in the common eftimation,. I dare aver 
him to be neither an ingenious perfon nor a 
candid critic There may be fifty or more pre-' 
ferable readings to what are received in this new ' 
Horace; yet he will find a bettej:, /^^/ ^herp,, 
i^an the whole, than in any one edition before, 
extapt^ As to the beauty of type and pre/s-ivork, 
it is too obvious to need vindication. The ac-* 
curacy of the latfer zlmofi exceeds what wa$ 
ever found in any other book. Then as to the 
frontifpiecey it is^ I think, much fuperior to fuch 
as ordinarily occur; ih^fubjed animated, and 
well-chofen ; and the ex(;cution very commenda^ 
ble : at leaft, if we allow for the w/V^ touches 
which it required, and the uncommon difficulty of 
getting any thing of this kind done to one's 
direftion* 



Mr. Walpole is a lively and ingenious wri- 
ttr J not always ^accurate in his deterrainajioj^s, 

v and 



and tntich lefs fd iii hi^ Ikhgtlkge : tiab bfltefi t&! 
aitay, by a defire <tf roiltirig Jrfiejtidfcttf and d^* 
ftroyltig giaiits. And yet fhcife h fid prof Jntrf 
nrhcrcin he appcjars to ittcrfft adtantage, te^^j* 
nrrtf/, tliari in thtcrtring HcUr light tipdn Ghtf* 

takers in Britiih mAHtf. t w2(h h<f imAd eoih- 
{>dfe a tegular woirk^ makiiig this his prkidpal 
pSiAU He ha^, ^th gtnc labour; hi fai^ BMk 
tif Padtiteifs^ recbfded matter^ df little itap(»* 
taiice, rciatite td people that Wefcf of left, t 
hatd a right td be feveiis^ fdr his tdtinies dstfl 
ine abdre thi^ Mlings ; yet^ Where he At^ 
the anttqudrlan itL thetn^ hid temarks are ftrikifig/ 
and wotfh peiiifal.^I hire fettt f<k *• G«feer^$ 

. " Rural f6tvi&,^ aiid ihtChd tdfee " The DeaMift 
«^ of Abd }*' thmiglt I eic|>ea td finti fihil^ pK^ 
fore in t\ih foetical profe^ ttnleftdEqtiifilely *tH- 
tttned.-«*Tharik yo« for the anecddtt of tdrf 
Oourteney i a thoufafid Ibeh fort of thidgs^ that ' 
engage the pflblic atteifttio!)f> afe niter capable 

* of penetrating the depth of my retnreiiltiit. 

Mr. Melmbth you will probably fee often, asi 
lie intends to make Bath bis place of refidence. 
The Omphale you fent me is a moft excellent 
figure, and I ihall wifli much to get a good cafl 
of it ; at ieaft, when I am able to afford it. — 
When I write again, I will gif e you the beft 
account I can of /^ Jbare in I>odfley'» aew 
6 Fables; 
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Fabfes ; though i c will be no eafy Matter to 
fyodk/eparutefyipS it^ i^rith wy precifion. 

And noWt I thkiky I hate fpoke to xtx^Vtot tin? 
ankles hi your laft kcter.^'^Mr. Dodfley» trho 
lays he vHked yqti, wottid acquaint yo<i how we 
divided ottr time wbiUt he was here, torn twd 
frincipml parts» ^* Kun a doniBr, Famre ib ne 
" rien £aire«'* Yet we paid our detdtrs to ^ 
good deal of genteel company ; of which thit 
feafon has afforded mt at lea^ an equal &ar€^ 
with, any that went before. I wiU particularize 
a" few ; opening the lifi with no lefs perfonagesi 
than the Bake and iDntchefs of Richmond— ^Mr^ 
Walfli, Member for Worcefter-^Eat 1 of Batb 
with Dr. Monfo]^, Mrs^ Montague (who Wi^ote 
the three hfl Dialogues printed with Lord Lyttel- 
lon», and other cortxpznj, from Haglcy— Sir 
Richard Afhfcy— 'Mr. Mordaunt— Dr. Gharltofl 
with Mr.^ Knight — ^Earl and Countefs of North' 
amptpn— Mr. Amyand-^Lord Plymouth and 
Sir Harry Parker— Mr. and Mrs. Morrite of 
Percefidd'^L^d Mansfield with Mr^ Baron 
Smythe> Lord Danmouth and Mrw Tsdrboi^^ 
Bfarquis of TaTiftock and Earl of Oflbry-^your 
sephew Mr. Grates with Mr.^ Hoptoa and 
one of the lenlor Pro^lors of Oxford-^Lord and 
Lady Dacre^-^Ban»i Pleffen; Goitleman of the 
Bedchamber to the King of Demnarkt with Mr. 

Weadt 




« 
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* Wendt his Tutor — Lord and Lady Vernon of 

Sudbury, with his children. Sir Charles and 

Lady Tynte, and Mr. Garrick's brother — ^Mr. 

'and Mrs. Melmoth — Colonel James — Lady 

Ward and Lady Uill, with Mifs Wrottefley, 

Mifs Pigott, &c. — ^Lord Lyttelton, Mr. 

ton, and Mr. Ruft — ^Lord and Lady 

with Lord and Lady Willoughby de 

Mr. Anfon of Shiickburgh with Mr. Sj 

painter and publifher of " Athenian 

'Mr. Pepys and Sir W. Wheeler's fbn/ 

nephew, &fc. — tolonel Bana^ylde with' Mr. 

Knight's Family, &c. &c. I did not imagine my 

lift would have engroffed fo much of my paper, 

and have fo little room to fpeak about the indi- 

viduals. — Lord 'M — appeared to me rather a 

man of wit than a man of tajie ; Baron Smythe, 

the rcverfe — ^Mr. and Mrs. Morrice, extremely 

polite and. agreeable people, invited me preffing- 

ly to their habita^tion ; I could not help reflefting 

on the fingular happinefs of Mf . Morrice, to be 

poffeffed at once of a large fortune, one of the 

•fineft lituations in England, and a wife whofc 

tafte for rural improvements appears even fup^- 

rior to his own ; at leaft, if the beauty of her 

f effort did not imppfe upon my judgement. There 

are .many others whom I would diftinguifli, if 

iny time or paper would permit.-^! fuppofc that 

"you and Mr. Dodfleyvfould be mighty unani- 
•' - mous 
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motis with regard to the propriety of fetting my 
fttbfcrlptidn on foot— I do not difpute any of 
your argumehis-^they tally exaftly with my own 
opinion ; at Icaft, allowing for the higl^er idea 
you have of my pieces than they defferve — the 
truth is, that I hare deferred the publication too 
long already — till many of the compofitions will 
not appear to the fame advantage as before : and 
till I have not half , the power that I had formerly, 
to improve them. When I am low-fpirited, I 
almoft ihudder at this tremendous contract with 
the publick ; when my fpirits are elevated, I fee 
the neceffity that you do, of not lofipg a moment's 
time— *wer€ you here a week, yott would put the 
matter upon si footing that . was unalterable — 
would to God you were here, or any one like 
you ! however, it is probable you mil Jion hear 
from me again upon this very fubjeft— I know 
this, that, if I print at all, the fubfcription is by 
no means to be neglefted this prefent winter. — 
I have feen our friend Dr. Charlton many 
times this feafon; at The Leafowes; at Mr. 
Knight's ; at his own houfe ; and at my Lord 
Foley's. This vifit to my Lord Foley*s was per- 
formed about three weeks ago. I went with 
young Knight ; and the company of the Do£lor 
. and Sir Francis Charieton took off all reftraint^ 
and made the viiit perfedly agreeable. My 
. Lord's behaviour was entirely free and hofpita- 

C c ble ; 
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blc ; and his convcrfaiioa lively and entertain* 
jng — I muft confefs> far beyond the idea whiek 
I have been taught to conceive of him. — His 
table^ ^tj moft magnificent, I believe, of any 
Nobleman's for thirty miles round — His par^, 
and Woobery-hill adjacent, afford views that 
are either extenfive, wild> beautiful, or grand. 
The portico before his lodge deferves particular 
notice — his houfe large, and commodious, and 
well furniflied ; but fcarce any of the rooms high 
enough to ftand the teft of modern crincifm* 
But what ilrikes more than all the reft^ is the 
magnificence of his Chapel — ^which however I 
cannot ftay to defcribc ; for I, this very mometa, 
receive your letter. — After having written fo 
much before, 1 can only touch upon fome few 
particulars. — I believe,my fcheme c^ publication 
will proceed in a little time, and that you will 
foon hear from me again. — If you can poilibly 
excufe me to Mr. Davenport, and keep me well 
with him for a week or fortnight, 1 will not fail 

to write him a refpeftftil letter.-^I am truly 
afhamed of my negleft ; but have written more 
letters within this week than I have done for a 
quarter of a year before. — ^That there is a fac- 
tion forming agatcft LordB — ,1 readily believe.---- 
The war may fuit the mercantile world ; and the 
City ctf London has generally the art to reprefent 
the landed and trading iBtercft as frecifely die 

fame 
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fame thing-^But I think there is a very material 
difference ; which it would be nd way difficult to 
demonftrate— at leaft I am one that ery oar, 

** Nulla falus bello; pacem te pofcimiis omhcs!'^ 

I am quite unacquainted with the affair relating 
to Colonel Wilkes and Lord Bute's fon. — And 
now (though I mean to write again foon) I will 
releafe you from this unpleafing fcrawl. — I beg 
however that you would not fail to write to mt 
direi^lfy if you can find leifure;. being quite 
impatient to converfe with you, after fuch a 
fchafm in our correfpondence ; and being, with 
tinvariable affeftion, my dear friend, for ever 
yours. — Pray my beft refpefts to Mrs. Graves* 

W. Shenstone. 

My friend Dr. Grainger has written a Poem, 
in blank verfe, which he calls " The Sugar- 
** Catie.'*—- It is divided into four books — and 
is capable of being rendered a good Poem. My 
friend Jago has written another Poem, in blank 
^erfe alfo, which he calls ** Edge- hill.'* — ^It is 
defcriptive chiefly of the profpeft — ^bat admits an 
account of the Jight there, and many little tales 
and epifodes; with compliments alfo to the 
gentry of Warwicklhire,— ^It lies now upon my 
table. • * * 

C c 2 CVIII. To 
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CVIII. To Mr. Jagq. 

My dear friend, i^6z.- • 

A THOUSAND thanks to you for the 
Vj^ry obliging and humorous Poem which 
you are fo kind to fend me. I really think it 
very iiigenfous, and, upon the whole, extremely 
correft ; afthough I have taken the liberty of 
pfopbCfrig one or two hints for farther improve- 
AYem. The relation that it bears to me and my 
place may tend to prejudice my judgement \ but 
I cannot conceive that it requires aught befidc 
impartiality^ to relifh the beauties of this Poem. 
I beg I may receive a fair copy in your owa 
hand, as foon'as pofEble ; and I will confider, in 
the mean time, how to (hew it to the publick in 
the moft advantageous manner. It certainly 
does me honour : as things are at prefent circum- 
flanced, it may tend to do me good ; which I am 
very fure you would be glad to fee. I am a 
little afliamed to be fo much behind-hand with 
you, in favours of t/jh aild other kinds : but I 
live in hopes there may come a day, when I ffiall 
.find o^caiion to exprels my gratitude. The 
piftures ,you fent arrived fafe on Thurfday; 
and have beeo fioce cleaned, and put up in their 
places. I cannot entec upon this fubjeft nov; 

, > finding 
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finding it almoft fix o'clock at night, and haying 
juft received a letter from Mr. Dodfley, which 
•he requires me to anfwer by return of poft. It 
relates to the fcheme mentioned in his laft, which 
4s intended for my emolument; but which I muft 
not expeft to fucceed, without confiderable mbr- 
tification. This inter nos. — You muft by no 
means lay afide the thoughts of perf^fimg Edge'- 
bill, at your leiiure. It is poifihle that» in order 
.to keep clear of flattery^ I have faid Jefs in its 
favour than I really, e^g; A/— but 1 never confidered 
it otherwife than as a Poem which it was very 
advifeable for you to compleat, and ^nijh» I am 
now to defire my beft refpefts to Mrs. Jago, and 
.to bid you an aflfeftionate adieu. 

•" Tu comes antiquus ! tu primis junflus ab 
** ^nnis !'* 

I AM, my dear friend! ever yours, with the 
trueft efteem, 

X)ec. *8, 1762. W. Shenstone. 



C c 3 ^ ax. To 
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CIX. To Shjerrjnqton Davei^porti Efqi 

The Leafowes^ 
Dear Sir, Jan. 4, 1763, 

MR. G — tells mp, that you have done me 
the honour to lay fome ftrefs upon re- 
ceiving a letter from me. Alas! it muil be 
owing purely to your benevolence, which makes 
you wi(b to hear of an abfent friend, and not 
to any cxpeftations you can reafonably form of 
entertainment from his pen. The long letter 
with which you favoured me was fo very lively 
as well as ingenious, that I defpaired of draw- 
ing" from my fountains the vivacity you do from 
the Bath waters. But, be this as it Ivill, the 
vein of friendftiip that runs through your letter 
demands my ampleft acknowledgements ; and if 
you will accept of fuch returns, I promife tbey 
will be as hearty as they are injipid. 

I AGREE with you, that the firft fallies of 
imagination will generally prove the moft 
fprightly ; and that they wil| often coipprehend 
the principal features of a fubjeft. They arc 
of the nature of dead-colouring in a portrait; 
which one fometimes thinks more fpirited than 
the fame performance when finilhcd. And yet 

a ^ood 
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a good painter will not hurt a portrait by the 
fubfequent labour he beftows upon it, nor wiil 
z^ood writer injure his piece by the pains he 
takes to,roMnd and perfeft ir. It muft be fome 
ilcfcft in the tafte of either that mak^s his dili^ 
gence detrimental, or gives occafion for a 
flander-by to cry out, " Manum de tabula.'* I 
believe it will appear upon examination, that 
works which coft moft labour have generally 
been thought the eafieji and pleafed the longeji^ 
One cannot, however, deny that ther^ is a fon 
of perfons formed by nature for JJoooting-Jiying 
(which, by the way, I could never do)^ and that 
their Tallies of imagination are what they can 
hardly improve fey any ftiturc pains. Thefc 
may be called men of wit and fire, but it is the 
imion of t/tjie with thefe that conftitutes fine 
writing. True tafte .will never ftiffen or over- 
charge any performance : it will rather be era- 
ployed to fmooth, Amplify, and give that eafe 
^n which grace depends. One can as little deny 
that there are kijids of writing which have a 
better chance than others to fucceed without 
much labour, which flart forth mature atyfry^, 
as Pallas did from the brain of Jupiter. Works 
of humour are often of this fort,; and there 
are many inftances in Buder's Hudibras. Yet I 
think the humour of Swift was greatly owing to 
^ jud^ious revifaL Pardon me, jny dear friend, 

Cc4 ^ • iof 
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for this tedious difcuffion^ which you Itttla 
thought of bringing upon yourfelf by the 
obliging, hint you gave concerning thofe verfes 
upon Venus. I do acknowledge that an addi- 
tional flanza there, containrag a reflexion on 
Chinefe architedure> were better laid aiide. It 
feemed to me one of the " fplcndida peccata/' 
that might be a little popular at this time ; and 
has, therefore, for this feafon, appeared on a 
board by the fide of the Venus* We, who can* 
not ereft frefh temples, or even add a new gar- 
den-feat every fpriijg, are obliged to make the 
mofl: we can of a new and tolerable copy of 
verfes, that cods us thought inftead of money \ 
and even at a pinch, tp piece out a dull fcene 
with duller poetry : how clfe could I keep my 
place in countenance, fo nejir the pompous piles 
of Hagley ? And yet there are it^ fajhionable 
vifitants that do not fliew an qffeilion. for the 
little Amoret, as much as they admire the 
ftately Sac}aariffa — ^^ plprumqiie grata* ^m//- 
^^'bus vices.^* I have often confidered why thofe 
poffeffed of palaces j^i efteem a rpot-houfe .or a 
fottage as a defire^ble objeft in their gardens.-r- 
Is It not from having experienced the imperfec- 
tion of happinefs in higher life, that they are 
led to conceive it more compleat beneath a roof 
pf ftraw ; where, perhaps, it may really be as 
defc£tive as in the apartments of a King or a 

'[' ' ' Miniflcr? 
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Minifter t*— A thoufand thanks to you antd Mrs. 
Davenport for the accommodations you fo kind- 
ly offer me. Experience will no more fuffcr mc 
to queftion the cordiality than the politenefs of 
your reception. What an aroufing piSure have 
you given of Bath ! pleafures carried to the 
utmoft height, "and opiates ready when one is 
cloyed with pleafuircs! And yet, let me confefs a 
truth, you have lightly touched upon thofe very 
-mrticlcs, which would prove to me the moft 
fptcifically pleafing. For can any temptation be 
ftronger, than to fay that you refide there ? 
and does not my friend G — refide at Claverton, 
of whofe genius and friendfhip I have had 
proofs thefe twenty years paft ? and have you 
not Mr. Webb, and now Mr. Melmoth, to make 
Bath enviable for the refidence of literature I 
what a joy would it afford me to go on a party 
with you to Percefield, whither Mr. and Mrs. 
Morrice gave me the moft prcffing invitations ! 
* — ^Thefe furely are pleafures of which --^ I hope 
one day to partake. 

My Jjealth, generally bad jn winter and fpring, 
has hitherto been tolerable. ' The infiuenza of 
laft fpring continued to dcprefs me half the fum- 
mer. Would yqu think the ycrfes I inclofed 
were written on that occafion by a young jour- 
peyman fhoe-maker ; and one that lives at the 

village 
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village of Rowley, near me ? He confideped my 
diforder in fomewhat too grave a light, as I did 
not think my life endangered by it ; but, allow- 
ing for this, and the partiality he fliews me^ you 
\rill think the lines pretty extraordinary for one of 
bis occupation* They are not, however, the onlyy 
or, perhaps, the chief fpecimens of his genius ; 
and yet, before he came to me^ his principal 
knowledge was drawn from Magazines. For 
thefe two or three years paft, I have lent him 
Clailics, and other books in Engliffa* You fee^ 
to hini^ I am a great Maecenas ; although you 
«nd my friend expec): me to become an author by 
fubfcription. — On this head I will fay no more 
at prefenty than that I am infinitely obliged by 
your extreme friendly oflFers. My friend G — ^ 
who knows my fentiments, has fometimes the 
honour pf waiting on you ; I ought not,^ there- 
fore, after this tedious epiftle^ to begin to trcHiUe 
you with a written explanation of thenu Be- 
lieve me, dear Sir, with my mod refpe^ful 
compliments to Mrs. Davenport, 

Your ever obliged 

and moft obedient fervant, 

' W^ Shenstone. 

I WILL fend you feme other of Woodhoufe's 
yerfes, when I can get him to tranfcribc them. 

ex. To 
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QX, Tp Mr. Jago, 

The LestfowtSi^ 
Dear Mr* Jago, Jan. 4, i76> 

MY lad letter muft have been conf^fed, and 
the arrival of it, I fear, uncertain. 

The hare an4 birds in one of the piftures 
^rch you fent me, I think, are well.. The 
other parts of jt iadiffprcnt. The greyhound 
worft of alU TJie portrait is by no means 
(equal to its companion, either in beauty of the 
perfon, or Ikill of the painter ; yet it matches 
fo well with the other, that I find my parlour 
very much embelliflbed by it. Pardon the free- 
dom with which I criticife yqur prefent ; and 
accept once more my very thankful acknow- 
ledgements. 

I AM truly glad to find fo worthy a Noblemanj 
and fq warm a friend of yours, as my Lord 
Willoughby is, made a Lord of the Bed-cham- 
ber. 

I HAVE heard nothing fince I wrote laft in re- 
gard to ;«iy' affair; though I expeft to do fo 
- ^very. day. I have fuch a tribe of humoura 
|md peculiarities, that it is eafier to make me 

rich 
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rich than to make me happy ; and ten to one 
that the favour will not be conferred without 
difguiling fome of thefe faid humours. Sec 
However, one muft make the beft of it; and 
refied, that mortifications in one place may 
preclude mortifications in another. 

I GO to-morrow, by appointment, to Envilie; 
where I may probably flay till Saturday. I have 
wifhed moft heartily for a copy of your Fable 
jto take with me ; but Dodiley has not yet re- 
turned that I fent him. Pray coufider my 
propofed alterations rather as hints than real 
improvements, and let me have a copy as fooa 
you can. I wrote my criticifm overtwicc, and 
know not whether I fent the befl or the worXt 
copy; fo I fend the other, though perhaps 
xauch the fame. I forgot to particularize many 
fliining parts in your little Fable, that are either 
elegant or humourous : of the former fort, no- 
thing could be happier than what you fay about 
H — ; as it touches, in the ^ gent le/i manner. 
On a poflible truth, which, if expreffed rather 
than implied, might not be altogether inoffen- 
five. This beauty is produced by fubftitutiag 
H — inftead of L — , the place inftead- of the 
proprietor. 

I^AVE lately r^ad " The Death of Abcl.'**^ 
It is not void of merit ; bu( might have been 

made 
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made much more pathetic by a more fimple and 
profaic ftyle» 

I DESIRE my bcft refpefts to Mrs Jago aud 
your family.7— May not I fee you here this 
Chriftmas ? as I wiih to do> becaufe it is the 
feafon prefent ; and not that I am not at all 
times and at all feafons moft unfeignedly glad to 
wait upon you, and moft affeftionately your 
ever faithful fervant : 

" Tecum etenim longos memini confumere foles^ 
'* Et tecum primas epulis decerpere noftes. 
" Unum opus, & requiem pariter difponimus 
, " ambo, &c/' 

^our kind remembrance of me in your Edge-* 
bill has brought thefe quotations into my head. 
Adieu ! 

W. Shenstone. 



I 
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CXI. To the fame. 

My good friend,- Jan. ii, i763t 

I AM fufpicious that my letters (of which I 
have fent two) do not reach you by the way 
of Warwick* This is meant as kn experiment 

whether 
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whether they will arrive by way of Sotithsliiii 
It is meant witball to remind you of perfe&ing 
your little Fable, and difpatching it to me as 
foon as may be. I would fain tranfmit a copy 
to Lord S — 's, before the family fcparates^ 
or leaves Enville ; by whom, lamfnre, it would 
be admired. 

I AM juft returned froni a viGt which I made' 
there, of four or five days pafled very happily. 
At coming away, I ihewed my Lord two dr three 
of Mr. D — 's laft letters, which laid open to 
him the fcheme that was carrying on for me. 
I requefted alfo, if there fliould be occafion 
(which there poffibly might not}, that he would 
allow me the honour of being known to him^ 
He faid, ^* he was glad to find what was going 
" forward ; and had long wiQied to fee fome- 
^* thing of that fort begun before : that he 
** ihould be in town, I think, in February ; 
" and would do me any fertice in his powen 
** He defired me alfo to acquaint Mr. D-^ (iit 
(allufion to thelatter's Uncertainty about my 
Lord's political connexions) that he thought Jt 
*• the duty of every honeft man to fiipport the 
/* prefent Government ; and tLat he fliould con- 
** linue his regard for the Minifter (6 long as he 
*^ faw nothing in his meafares that was preju- 
** dicial to his Country/* 

I I KNO^ 
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I KNOW that you will take a friendly part in 
any good that may befall me. Pray Write, be 
it ever fo carelefsly ; and believe me ever yours 
and Mrs. Jago's moft aSedlionate and faithful 

W. S. 

** The writer furvived the date of this letter but 
^* a fhort time, his death happening on the eleventh 
^< of the following month, to the inexpreffible grief 
^< of his more intimate friends, and the generous 
** concern of thofe, who, too late acquainted with bis 
*^ merit, were indulging themfelves in the pleafing 
*' thought of having provided for his future eafe, and 
•' tranquil enjoyment of life.'* 



THE E N D* 



^he Reader is defired to carreSl the following 
ERRATA. 

Page Lbc 

7» 4« fif' goodncis read oddnefs 
8. ^' for that read what 

13* 7* fi^ ^^^^ '"'^^ ^^^ 

x6. lo. for poem read paper 

17, a. for when rf/?</ where 

46. \6. diele th'efecondc^ 

54* i^. for . .... readFsLtne 

74. 4. y^ oHigcd r^tf^ not obliged 

86. 20. /^r dextrous read defirous 
170. 2. for will rifq'ue rw^ will not rifque 

384. 15. ^bavcrWkave 
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